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PREFACE. 



TT may fcem neceffary to fbme 
readers to apologize for laying 
the fcene of a fiditioua ftoty in 
the twelfth century, and introduo 
ing them to events fuppofed to have 
happened fix hundred years ago«^ 
But the ages generally termed the 
a 3 Heroic, 



( vi ) 

Heroic, afford ample matter oil which 
to reft the excufe. 

An inflitution fo truly, lingular 
in the hiftory o£ nations as the 
order of chivalry, muft claim the 
ferious attention , of every ftudent in 
human nature. 

At a time when every Baron 
was a defpotic fovereign, and every 
feat a garrifoned citadel ; when 
the univerfal attachment of the no^ 
bles to the amufemeht of th^ 
chace, and the general negled of 
cultivation, reduced a great portion 
of Europe into forcfts, which af- 
forded Ihelter to innumerable ban- 
•- dittij 
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ditti'; when the tyrannic CafteK 
lains plundered the defencelefs paf- 
fenger as he paffed through their 
domains; and the Condottieri, with 
their troops, wandered over Europe^ 
pretending to aid fome parties, and 
pillaging all ;— 

** Such a ftate of things necef- 
"farily, produced and gave import- 
** ance to the order of Knight- 
** hood ; and as even fuperftition, 
" omnipotent as it . was in many 
^* cafes, was a feeble barrier a- 
^* gainft the exceffes. of the mi* 
** litary age, it^ became neceffary 
^* to form a code of honour, to 
^ fupply the want of jurifprudenee 
a 4 and 
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^< and morals; and the iecurity of 
** the crown y ^ the execution of juf- 
** tice, the protedion of religion 
^* and the laws, and the redrefs of 
** all hijuries, particularly of thofe 
♦• offered to women or orphans^ 
" were entrufted to the valour of 
*• the knights, and formed the fa- 
** cred obligation which they cou- 
*• trafted by their oath of admif* 
** fion into the oider.^ 

Were it neceffary to invite the 
regard, ^f the reader to this curious 
iiiftitution, the manner in which it 
is defcribed by the learned Dr.' 
Robertfbn, would certainly allure the 

atteii'- 
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attention, ta acquire a juft id6a of 

chlrzUy. - 

** While improvements fo imporf* 
" tant, with rcfytSt to the ftate 
<* of fociety and the adminiftra- 
" tion of juftice/* fays that hlf- 
torian^ ^^ gradually made progrefs 
** in Europe, fentimetits more !!• 
*' beral and generous bad beguh 
^^ to animate the nobles* 

/* Thefe were infpired by the 
^* Ipirit of chivalry, which, though 
^ confidered commonly as a wild 
*^ inflitution, the efied of caprice 
^^ and the £>urce of extravagdhce, 
<^ arofe naturally from the ftate of 

^ fociety 
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^/ fociety at that period, and had 
<< a very ferious influence in refii> 
** ing the manners of the European 
-5.^ nations* 

. ^' The feudal ftate was . a ftate 
v*^ pf perpetual war, rapine, and a- 
^\ narchyv;. during which tha weak 
** and uuarnied were expofed, ev- 
♦^ ery moment, to infults or in- 
juries. . There was fcarcely any 
protedlon againft violence and 
opprefSon, but what the valour 
and generofity of private perfons 
** afforded. • 

<* To check the infoksnce' of o- 
« vergrown oppreffioa ; to fuccour 

^' the 
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. " thec^ififtftSed; torefcueJtIft-'heTp- 
" lefs from -captivity ; to ^J>frote<£t or 
** to avenge women, orphans, and 
fV ecclafi6fl4e5,--wh6' could *not bear 
*^:^ arms* in their own defence ; . to 
^^^redrofs wrongs,- and to remove 
.t* ^'griwances^ -were ■ deemed afts 
^tff ihe feigheft prdwefs* and me'- 
^ tit. Vafour, humanity,' courtefy, 
*> juftlee, honour, were the' cha- 
^* r^dterti^jc ' quaftities- of chivalry. 

V 

a This fingular inftitution, in 

^^ which valour, gallantry, and re- 

** ligten, were fo ftrangely blend- 

" «d^ was wonderfuHy adapted to 

M'thc .tafte ' and genius of- martial 

^' a 6 " nobles; 
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^ ndbles^ ^nd its e£FeA8 vrcrt fbon 
^< vifible in their manners. 

*^ War was carried on with lefs 
** ferocity, when humanity came to 
*^ be deemed the ornament of 
^^ knighthood no lefs than courage^; 
**^ More gentle and polifhed man- 
** ners were introduced when cour- 
*<.tefy was recommended as the 
•* moft amiable of knightly vir* 
** tues. 

** Violence and oppreflion ceafed 
" when it was reckoned meritorious 
*Vto check, and to puniih them* 
** A fcrupulous adherence to truths 
" with the moft religious attention 
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** to fulfil every engagement, be- 

*^ came the diftinguifliing charao 
^^ tenftic of a gentleman ; becauie 
^^ chivalry was regarded as the fchool 
'^ of honour, and inculcated the 
" nioft delicate fenfibility with re- 
fped to that point. 
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" The admiration of thefe qua- 
lities, together with the high dif- 
** tinftions and prerogatives conferr-^ 
" ed . on knighthood, in every part 
** of Europe, infpired perlbns of 
** noble birth, on fomc occafions, 
" with a fpecies oiF military fana- 
<^ ticifm, and led them to extrava*^ 
" gant eoterprizes* But they im- 
^^ printed deeply in their minds the 

** prin* 



"' f rkiciples of gencrofity and hof-i 
^ hour. Thefe were ftrengthdned 
•* by every thing that can affcft tire 
^* lenfes, or touch the heart, 

** The wild exploits of thofe ro- 
" mantic kniglits tvho faliicd - forth 
" in qucft of adventures, are well 
*♦ known to hare bdeii tf-cated ' with 
'* proper ridicule. The politic^f 
** and permanent effefts of the ipi- 
" rit ' of cHiv^ry. have bden • klV 
" obfervedp , . 

" Perbaps^ tlie> humj^hitry which- 
" ' accbrtapankd - al^ ' the operations 
*^^df ' war, the refinements of gal- 
*♦ lantfy> ' and the ppiat of honour, 
-.. «• the.. 
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" the three chief circumftances^ 
" which difthiguifh modeiri from 
** ancient miiiBers, may be afcribetf, 
^ m a great mcafure, "to this whtmh 
" fical inftitution, feemiiigly of H^ 
** tie benefit to mankind,. 

' *^ The fentimlents which- chivalry- 
" infpired, had a wondenful efFe'dfl: 
*• on manners aiid coaduft during 
"the twelfth^ ' thijteenth;. fbu'r- 
*^ teenth^ and *' fifteenth centuries. „ 
" They were fo deieply Tooted; that 
"they cohtifaued to operate after 
" the vigour ai>d repirtation- ' of the 
"inftitution- itself bcg^n to* de- 
*' clineV . i ^ 

* Rcigix of Charles V; vol. i; p. 8:^. 

It 
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It IS fcarcely necefTary to add to 
this more proofs of the iattention 
which the moft refpe£kable hifto- 
rlans pay to this curious inftitu- 
tion* 
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Such,'* fays Lord Lyttelton, 
^^ was the idea of chivalry in its 
^* principles, and according to the 
^^ original purity of it ; nor can one 
^^ eaiily imagine a nobler incltenaent 
" to brave and virtuous ai^ions; 
" but it was aft idea too perfedl 
" for human, nature; and the ge- 
^^ neral pradice of thoie who took 
" this engagement, was fajp from 
^^ being conformable to its inten- 
** tions and rules* 

«< One 
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" One may alfp objc£t to it> that 
^^ not being confined to kings or 
" princes, but extended to great num- 
*^ bers of private men, it feemed ta 
** take the fword out of tHe handa 
** of the magiftrate, to whom only 
^^ belongs the maintenance of reli^ 
" gion dnd juftice in a well^govern^ 
^' ftate. 

'' But ftill the inftitutlon had 
^^ fomething exalted apd heroical iw 
** it; and I will venture to fay, that 
** from the ninth to the fixteenth 
" century, the brighteft virtues 
** which dignified either this nation, 
** or that of any other people in the 

^^chrif* 
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** chriftrah world, were chiefly de- 
** rivey frdm this foiwce^ 



^^ Had it riot* been fo? the fpirlt 
•^ of chivalry, the corruption of re- 
^ ligloi), the want ^ of alJ good 
" karning, - the fuperftition, the fe- 
^^> rocity, the barbarifm qf the time^. 
** would have extinguiflied aU virtue 
" and fenfe of humanity, as welli 
^* as alh gendrous lintiments of 
** honour m t5ie health of the 
^* Nobility ' and - Gentry of . Eu-- 

* *' * An. 
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An inftrtution to ■ extraordinary in 
its nature, and iti^ coiWequences * fo 
extenfively beneficial, to. rnankind, 
muft certainly intereft the regard of 
thofe who love to contemplate the 
moft ftriking features that mark the- 
records of nations. 

The following ftory, prefumes not 
to call \t(t\i z picture of chivalry ;. 
it only pretends to give to thofe 
who chufe not to coUedl an idea of 
it from the annals of hiftory,' a ffiglit 
(ketch of that memorable order of 
knighthood on which the ^qcjent 
Ramances founded thq chief bafis oC 
their fafcinating fi^ions, and y/hicli, 
gave occafion to the provincial Poets 

to 
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to revive the long-loft taftc for the 
haf mony of poetry. 

* 
The fentiments, as well as ac- 
tions of many heroes who were the 
glory of chivalry^ appear to modern 
judgement fo truly extravagant, that 
the fober page of hiftory may fome- 
tinies be calumniated as romantic i 
and the illuArious Francis the Firft^' 
be, by thofe who have not obtained a 
clear opinion of the mamiers of the 
heroic ages, clafled with Sir Lancelot 
du Lake. 

« We hear much of Knights-Er- 
** rant encountering giants and quell- 
*^ ing favages,, in books of chivalry^ 

, ^ " Thefe 



*<^ Thefe giants wcreoppreffive feudal 
^* lords; and every loid was to be met 
-^* with, like the giant, in his ftrong 
<* hold or cattle. Their dependantis 
*^ of a lower form, who imitated tlie 
*^ violence of tjieir fuperiors, and 
had not their caftles, but lurking 
places, were the favages of ro» 
mance. The greater lord was call- 
ed a giant for his power ; the lefs, 
** a favage for his brutality/* 

Another terror of the gothic age 
"was monfters, dragons and ferpents. 
Their, ftories were received in thofe 
days for foyeral reafons : i. From the 
vulgar belief of enchantments: 2. 
From their bduQg reported on the ^ith 

of 
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of eaftern traction, by- adventurers 
from tlj^. Hojj: Lai>d :; 3.. In ftill 
latefftinpfc^s, frein the ftrange ^hiiigs 
told; an4 beHeved on the difcoyerj of 
the new world., . 



Wh^t arp Hoxxier's J.apftngons wd 
Cyclops but bands ,or lawlefs lavages, 
with each qf them a giant of enbr- 
mous fize at their head ? And what 
are the .Grecian Bacchus, Hercules 
and Thefeiis, but Knights-errant, 
the exa6l counterparts of *Sir Launce- 
lot aiid Amadis de Gaul ? 

The A^.tbor of the, folio whig Ror 
mance, aware of the. jufl blarpc 
with which fober criticifm .may re- 
prehend 
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prehend the abfurd alliance of Hif- 
tory with Fiftion, which are ■ fome- 
times blended together in works of 
fancy, has not vcnrurel td adopf a 
fingle anecdote from real events, nor 
confufed hiftorical fads by interming- 
ling them ^yith . imagined tranf- 
aftions. 

Endeavouring to accord the cha- 
rafters with the fetftimfints; and the 
nature of the incidents, with the 
ftate of occurrences in the times in 
which the fcene is laid, fhe has tried 
to avoidHhe cenfure of giving a mo- 
dern character to a work which treats 
of ages paft. 



^ 
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Truly confcious of the difficulties, 
ivbich attend a fl:ri£t regard to cof- 
tume^ (he refigns this flight iketch of 
ancient times to the candid and the 
liber aly with the utmofl: diffidence% 
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CHAP. I. 



I lov'd thy green vales — lovM thy wild brown hills, 
And oft, ere manhood bracM my limbs, havo 

climb *d 
To their afpiring tops, with boylQi fancy, 
To image armies in the ev*ning clouds. 
Oft, lift'ning, from the rock's projecting brow, 
My rapt ear fed upon the far-heard founds 
Of the deep toning horn, and my young breaft 
. Burn*d for the £aucy*d battle. 

Langhorvf. 

TN the fecond crufade, when the Em- 
^ peror Conrad the Third, and Louis 
the Seventh of France, united their in- 
uumerable armies, to oppole the eaftern 
:yof. I. B ia&AfcVs*^ 

•I 

4 " - , ■ 



a THE KNIGHTS. 

infidels, fell Serlo, Baron de Claire. His 
vaft eftates were, according to the laws 
of the Englifli realm, feized by the 
crown ; and his fon, an heroic youth yer 
a minor, was confequcntly fubjefted to 
the royal authority. 

Thefe circumftances rendered the fatal 
news of the Baron's death ftill more dif- 
trefling, when the moumfiil information 
arrived at the caftle, in the court of 
which young Sigefert and his fifter were 
then amufing themfelves ; the one exer- 
cifing the bow, the other decking the 
arrows with ribbons in fanciful devices. 

The lovely Leofrida had been entrufted 
by her father to the care of the Lady 
Editha, his fifler, a woman of ca^utious 
prudence and tender benevolence,^ tut 
v^hofe fuccefEve train of misfortimes.had 
fo w^orn her temper, as frequently to betray 
her into involuntary peevilhnefs. She 
heard the tidings df her brother's fall Jp 

• battle 
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battle with fortitude, that inferifibly funk 
into defpondency ; and, while ihe wifhed 
to be rcfigned, the cold languor of dcf- 
pair tried to creq) into her bofom. 

The youthful fports of the heir of 
De Claire were now changed into the 
keeneft anguifli; diftrefs for the depri- 
vation of a parent whom he had fub- 
mSlively revered, for a time folely em* 
ployed his regrets; the peculiar unplea^ 
fentnefe of his own £tuation at length 
found room to afflid him, and his native 
magnanimity revoked at the idea of being 
fo abfolutely dependent. But the foul 
x)f Sigefert was too young and too ardent 
to dwell long on the .misfortunes that 
regarded ;bis own fate^ and, .while the 
grief facred to his father's memory dif- 
dained to leflen, he threw afide the mean- 
nets of felfifli affliftign, and manly firm- 
ncfs braced die Jpirit of a youth. 

Lcofrida, who ;was two years jfoungetfL 
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than her brother, poffeffed all the finer 
fenfibilities of the female foul : (he* was 
gentle, good, compaffionate ; but there 
was an inconftancy in her temper that, 
whenever fhe furprifed it ftealing upon 
her, vexed the exquifite good fenfe of her 
underftanding. 

Her amufements, her employments, 
were entered upon with fanguine expec- 
tation; but if they were repeated the 
next day, Leofrida wondered why they 
pleafed her lefs. 

This wavering propenfity was in no 
meafure correded by her aunt^s admo- 
nitions, which wanted that energy necef- 
fary to fubdue it. She heard of her; 
father/s death (the firft forrow that had . 
ever agitated her foul) with unrefifted 
afflidtion. The Lady Editha beheld her 
agony, and roufing her own refolution, 
which declined more from dejedion of 
Blind than want of exertion, flie endea- 
voured • 
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Toured . to revive the fpirlts of her tender 
charge. She took her apart with a fond 
air, and leading her* into her apartment, 
put into her hand a fmall ebony cafket. — 
This, my child, faid (he, is the kift be- 
queft of your beloved mother to her 
darling daughter; — When my tender Leo- 
frida arrives at the age of reafon, faid 
Ihe to me, deliver to her this laft gift of 
a parent anxious for the felicity of her 
child ; deliver it to her on the firfl: mif- 
fortune that (hall aflail her youth. — Leo- 
frida took the cafket, and opening it, 
found only a fmall flip of white velvet, 
on which was embroidered, by the hand 
pf her mother in Saxon characters, the 
following fentence, being the war-word 
given in battle by the chiefs of the fa- 
mily, afterwards alfumed as motto to their 
infignia — 

^utjDue, aim triumpji* 

On the reverie were added thele words : 
— '* Through the combat of life, remem-f 
ber this." 
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Softened by diftrefs, the mind of Leo*- 
frida was more than ufually tender. Tha 
remembrance of her mother, whom (lie 
coiild but jiift recolleft, animated her 
with a virtuous enthufiafm ; fhe kifled 
the motto with ardent reverence, and 
fattening the precious (hred to a firing 
of pearls which fhe wore round her neck» 
placed it next her heart. 

Ever fanguine and ardent^ Leofrida 
haftily refolved to make this parental ad- 
monition- the rufe of her whole life ; and 
regarded the little treafure as a talifman, 
which would lead her through the fevereft 
adverfides fafe and triumphant. Her foul 
was too generous to fuflfer this impreffion 
to decay,, and it influenced her in the full 
force of duty and virtue. 

Sigefert was long before, in any mea- 
fure, he regained his wonted fercnity ; 
and the affedionate eftoits of the favou- 
rite companion of his exaxifes and 

youthfu.1 
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youthful enterprizes, loft their friendly 

Ofberne was che fon of a gentleman who 
was a vafla] of the late Baron, and a peer 
of the barony ; he was conftquently ad- 
niicted to a military education in tlue 
caflle, and became the beloved partner 
of Sigefert. He had now nearly paffed 
his noviciate as a page ; and his^ intrepid 
fou-l glowed to. acquire the dignity of 
Efquire, when, he might fignalize himfelf 
in arms. 

The charader of this youth was as 
bold, heroic, and generous, as that of 
the young Baron, but it differed mate- 
rially in being diftinguilhed by a quality 
uncommon in fo tender an age : this was 
a fteady prefence of mind, that extri- 
cated him in all the little difficulties at- 
tendant on childhood and youth. Sigeferc 
was impetuous ; and his rapidity of temper 
is 4 frequently 
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frequently involved him in diftrefling per- 
plexities. 

The military exercifes, which formed 
the difcipline of thofe who were candi- 
dates for knighthood, were now purfued 
with lefs ardour. Each were part the age 
when the feverer and more laborious tafks 
began : ihofe tafks which require an un- 
common portion of valour, ftrength, and 
dexterity.' They had, long fmce, prac- 
ti{ed to vaulr on a horfe in heavy ar- 
mour j to run, to fcale walls, to leap 
over ditches, under the fame incum- 
brance j to wreftle, to wield the battle- 
ax, for a length of time, without raifing 
the vizor, or taking breath ; and efpecially 
to perform w^ith grace all the evolutions 
of the menage ; for in the government of 
the fteed confifted one of the chief ac- 
compHlhments of a knight. The various 
labours of a real battle^they were wont to 
rehearfe with the moll lively ardour. 

Ava- 
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A variety of other employments claimed 
the care of 0(berne, whofe particular 
charge, as Efquire, was to do the honours 
of a court. He was affiduous to acquire 
all thofe refinements in civility which 
formed what, in the heroic ages, was de- 
nominated Courtefy, the diftinguifhing cha- 
rader of chivalr)^ 

The amufements too of the young 
warriors were now feebly purfued, or en- 
tirely fufpended. They no longer danced 
— no longer played on the harp — no 
longer bounded, at the found of the 
bugle, to purfue the nimble flag — no 
longer taught the foaring falcon to de- 
fcend from his aerial journey at tl^ flightell 
lignal from his matter. 

The fadnefs that prevailed at the cattle 
was foon increafed by the intelligence that 
the wardttiip of the young Baron was com- 
mitted to the Earl of Lenox, Lord High 
Steward of the realm. It was eafy to 
B 5 ^ctcws^ 



perceive that this was a method of ag* 
grandizrng a favourite, by giving him anr 
opportunity to accumulate the wealth of 
his ward for his own purpofes. The Earl 
was a man who, under the fair difguife 
of confiderable liberality and amiable 
meeknefs, concealed a rapacious third for 
wealth, and the mean pride of a con* 
traded foul. 

The Lady Editha, with poignant con-i 
€ern, beheld her beloved nephew thus 
coniigned to the guidance of the avaricious 
favourite, whofe real charadter, notwith- 
ftanding his artful difguife, was fomewhat 
known ; and the young Sigefert fek all the 
unbridled indignation that could fire a foul 
intrepid, ardent, and independent. 

Leofrida'sdiftreffes now thronged around 
h^ri the' death of her father, the unplea- 
fant fituation of a brother whom fhe fondly 
loved, and the very fmall portion that 
had been laid apart for her own dower, 

together 
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together with the unprovided ftate of her 
aunt, all feemed to • frame in formidable 
' array, a phalanx of foes ; but her foul yet 
-glowed vyith unabated enthufiafm in the 
caiife of virtue, and her animated imagi- 
nation painted herfelf decked with the 
glories of fubdued adverfity. 

In a few weeks there arrived at the caftlc 
a letter to the Lady Editha, from the new 
guardian of Sigefert, expreffing in the 
moll courteous terms his concern for the 
welfare of the charge committed to his 
truft, his gentle greetings to herfelf, with 
profeflions of anxious regard for the heir 
of the illuftrious family of de Claire; 
concluded by requefting her to remain 
ftill at the caftle, where he refolved for 
the prefent to detain his ward. 

^ In the letter was inclofed one to the 

young Baron, expreffive of the moll 

difinterefled regard, and even parental 

affedion; but there was wanted in the 

B 6 tercxxs 
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terms ufed, that franknefs and amiable 
integrity which in a fincere charadler the 
occafion woujd liave infpired. Sigefert 
had too much difcernment not to perceive 
this ; and an indignant diilike to his new- 
guardian inftantly feized his foul. He was 
walking with Ofberne in the foreft ad- 
joining the caftle when he read the epiftle; 
his favourite weapon, his bow, was in his 
hand, and in an impulfe of impatient an- 
ger, winding the paper round the head 
of an arrow, he (hot it among the trees. 

Nothing more was heard of the Earl 
for fome time; he was too much occupied 
with the arrangement of the Baron's 
eftates, now the property of the crown, 
to attend, as his duty required, to the 
education of his ward. Sigefert and Ofr 
berne purfued their accuftomed exercifes ; 
the Lady Editha acquired a kind of reft- 
lefs refignation, and Leofrida regaining 
lier tranquillity, ftiU forgot not her refolu- 
tions of fortitude. She delighted to be 

prefeni 
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prefent when the two youths performed 
with ardour, that gave their fports the ap- 
pearance of reality, their mock atchieve- 
ments. In a lonely fpot in the foreft,. 
which they had cleared with their fwords 
from the gorfe and brambles that over- 
fpread it, they had formed a kind of 
amphitheatre. A rough hilly afcent com- 
pofed one corner of the fpace, which on 
the inner fide abruptly fell in a craggy 
fteep : this they hollowed into a cavern for 
the purpofe of an armoury, to contain 
their quivers, bucklers,, and javelins. On 
the top of the rock they raifed a tall py- 
ramid of earth, placing on its fummit the 
mark for their arrows. Tilting, wreft- 
ling, and hurling the javelin, were their 
darling amufements; Leofrida, in. play- 
ful frolics, would weave for them (hields 
of wicker-work, and twine the fupple 
leaves of the willow in the form of hel- 
mets, crefting them with the ftifFer boughs 
of the elm. Though partial to the fear- 
lefs valour of her brother, Ihe could not 

;.., foch^^X^ 
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forbear, on thefe occafions, to admire that 
fuperior collcftednefs which gave an irre- 
fiftible charm to every adlion of CMberne. 
He was more frequently vicftorioiw than 
Sigefert, whofc hafte often impeded the 
fuccefs his courage deferved ; yet when- 
ever be fell beneath the arm of his friendly 
rival, Ofberne afted the viftor with fo 
much modefty and generous diffidence, 
that it feeraed glory to be vanquiflied. In 
(hooting, the arrow of Ofberne, from the 
fteadinefs with which he took his aim, fel- 
dom failed to hit the mark with the moft 
artful exadnefs; tfhile Sigefert's dart was 
ever found to-wing its impetuous flight 
many paces beyond its goal. Leofrida^s 
own virtues taught her that a tribute of 
cfteem was the facred claim of merit ; and 
when (he beheld the diftinguiflied graces 
of the accompliflied Ofberne, her frank 
and gentle heart bellowed on him the re- 
gard which fhe confidered as that right- 
ful homage, the firfl and mofl glorious 
privilege of the good. The daughter of 

hisi 



his patron was regarded^ by Ofberne with 
reverential refpetft^ bat independent of 
this confidemtion, the beautiful^ the 
playful Leofrida, in her own perfon, 
demanded and obtained a refpedful ad- 
miration. In their mutual amufemcnts, 
Ofberne was ever devoting to his gentle 
companion a thoufand , little affiduities, 
which the heedleflhcfs of Sigefert alone 
prevented him from rendering to his be- 
loved fifter. Grafping his fword, the for- 
mer, would often, with a martial air pro- 
fefs himfelf the champion of Leofrida, 
while, if fome inadvertent flag bounded 
neat her through the bufhes of the foreft^ 
he dafhed upon it with more than the 
avidity of a hunter. The leafy chaplet 
with which her hand had adorned his 
brow, was to Ofberne more precious than 
the felefted plume of the mofl gorgeous 
cafque; and, defended only by the bucklet* 
of oliers which fhe had woven, he deemed 
iimfelf fufEciently armed to encounter a 
fiill harnefTed detachment. 
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One day when the two youths wertf 
alone, in the circus appropriated to their 
cxercifes, earneftly engaged in (hooting^ 
Leofrida, who fuppofed them wreftling, 
unexpedtedly appeared on the top of the 
eminence, to obtain a better view of the 
different ftratagems they were wont to ufe* 
Ofberne had taken his aim with his ufual 
precifion, but in the inftant when he 
flretched the hempen firing, a de^r that 
he had tamed to domeftic habits, leaped 
on him, and (hook his arm. The (haft 
flew, and, lowered from its intended mark, 
pierced the foot of Leofrida. 

Accuflomed to feel pain with compo- 
fure, (he uttered no fliriek, but finking 
gently on the grafs, called to Sigefert to 
aflill her. He flew haftily up the afcent, 
and the frantic Ofberne bounded to her 
aid nearly as rapidly as the unfortunate 
arrow had whizzed its fatal way* The head 
of the fhaft was formed only of a goat's 
^orn, pointed with but little care, as it 

was 
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^as defigned only for purpofes of exercife, 
and not barbed. The force with which 
it was difpatched had neverthelefs inferred 
it beyond the fkin ; and the two youths 
flood in filent diftrefs, not daring to ex- 
tract it, till Leofrida herlelf with her na- 
tural quicknefs of adion, which now wore 
the appearance of amiable fortitude, 
grafped the. (haft and drew it from the 
wound. A ftream of blood followed the 
extraAion; (he grew pale and faint ; and 
the diftre(red youths with difficulty con* 
veyed her to the caftle. 

The invariable tendency of Nature to* 
reftore eafe to- the human frame, foon 
healed the wounded foot of Leofrida; but 
this little incident (hewed to Ofberne, that 
the fufferings of the lovely fifter of his 
friend infpired him with a (enfation more 
exquifitely tender than that generous pity 
with which he ^ver regarded the pains of 
others. Leofrida too, with wonder beheld 
the anxiety of her brother exceeded by 

that 
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that of bis companion; but (be attri- 
buted it to his having himfelf uocklj|a- 
edly occafioned the accidient. 

Military exercifes were again. refumedi 
but target-ftiooting was no more the far 
vourite employment of Olbeine. No 
longer he formed the ftrait ftems of the 
fallow into the polilhed arrow ; no longer 
feathered it with the caft-oflF plume of the 
fiilcon. Martial glory was now all his 
aini; and Sigefert, who felt the fame ar- 
dour as impatiently as himfelf, expefted 
the hour when he (hould not only obtain 
his own inyeftiture of knighthood, but by 
his privilege, confer nobility on his be* 
loved Ofberne. 

The difcipline undergone by thofe 
youths for the attainment of that illuftrious 
rank of merit, the Order of Chevalier, 
confifted not alone in bodily exercife* 
The mind was trained to habits of heroic 
^tue, as the limbs were inured to labour 

and 
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and agiliiT. They were tai:^i!t to TS^aftifc 
that diteculr qu-Llirr, modenDo:i in co:^- 
queil, with S5 nijch cao&tanar 25 iLc in- 
diipeafable roerii of inYincibk cjtj:age- 

Prcparadve to the foieum oaih which yas 
to conSna theai knights, laer were in- 
foufted to renenirc ^zd to cher the Ucrsd 
laws of picrv; and to remember that ihc 
ftera, the inflexible warrior, mint preler?c 
die meek devotion and ianciirr of man- 
ners that adorn the redufe. The cialred 
(entiment of braTcry in the caisfc of the 
diilrcfled, was likcwife inculcated, in all 
its ami^le dinnrereftednels, while the moft 
refined delicacv was inilmded to min^-e 
with the admiration bellowed on female 
beauty. 

Thus educated, Sigefert and Ofbcme 
prepared, not more by the vigilance o£ 
their inftructors than their own animated 
exertions, to fuftain that inuurious cha« 
nd:er which exahed human virtue into 
bcsuifin* 



( ao ) 
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A thoufand hcrdes fill the fpacious hall, 

And helms and lances hang the frowning wall ; 

The fong begins, the mindrels fwecp the firing, 
And the high roofs with martial clangors ringi 
Of tournament they fmg, and tented plain, 
A Percy vidor, or a Douglas (lain— 

The founds, like lightning, pierce each warrior*! 

foul. 
And life's warm tides in brifker currents roll: 
Their fpears they fhake, and clafli th€ bumifli*d 

fliield, 
And feem triumphant ere they reach the field. 

Maurice. 

ripHE Caftle de Claire was an immenfc 
-*• ftrudlure. The many and fevere 
wars in which the late Baron had been 
engaged, had induced him to fortify it 
with more care than the palaces of the 
noblefle ufiially demanded. This appear- 
ance of ftrength, neverthekfs, diminiflied 

no;^^ 
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not that air of fplendor and magnificence 
which the potent and lofty-minded Nor- 
mans loved to difplay, when they found 
themfelves the conquerors of England* 

A long and wide entry led to the prin- 
cipal gate of the edifice, fenced pn each 
fide by an embattled wall; paflages were 
thrown acrofs from fide to fide, for the 
purpofe of annoying an enemy, if he 
Ihould have paflTed the gate of the bridge. 
In one of thefe paflages flood Sigefert 
and Ofberne, ftudying the various ftrata* 
gems of attack and defence, when the 
trampling of hoofs (bunded through the 
pafiTage. Two pages fumptuoufly habited 
foon appeared ; and, fucceeded by a fplen- 
did train, Sigefert beheld his new guar- 
dian advance towards' the great gate. 

The Earl of Lenox was a man of lo\y 
ftature ; his look was penetrating but 
(blpicious; and an air of dignity, which 

the 
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the limbs tried to aflume, but which tlic 
confcious foul feemed to deny, inftead 
of exalting, debafed his afpedt. 

Already prepofleiTed with dillike to his 
guardian, Sigefert regarded him, now for 
the lirfl: time feen, with earneft averfion; 
and froni the paflage above, threw on 
him a glance of difdain. Ofberne, ever 
more collected tlian his friend, tried to 
perfuade him that refpeft for a perfonage, 
ordained his protestor by royal authority, 
was yet confident with the independence 
oF an exaltpd foul. Accuftomed to pay . 
a dignified deference to the wiff of his 
foverejgn, Sigefert confented to meet th^ 
Earl; and with reluctant fteps, haftened 
to the chamber of ftate in which the noble 
vifitant was received. 

The Lady Editha had already greeted 
the Earl, when Sigefen entered the apart* 
raent. With an air of the moft gentle 
xegard, the; artful Lenox accofted the 

youth 
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youth committed to his wardftiip, and 
profefled his anxiety to execute worthily 
the important charge, with a fwcetnefs 
that would have been winning to a foul 
as mean as his own. Coldly refpeftfiil, 
Sigefert replied to his profcffions, and, for 
that day, the Earl felt no diilike to his 
ward ; but it was not long ere each enter- 
tained a mutual repugnance to-th^ other. 

Having affairs concerning the* neigh- 
bouring eftates of the late Baron to tran- 
fadt, the -Lord Steward informed the 
Lady Editha, "diat he muft -prolong his ' 
ftay at the eaf^le for two or three days. 
Apartments were • accordingly allotted for 
himfelf and his retinue. . The Lady 
EditSha was not difpleafed with anoccafion 
of conciliaCting the ^ood graces cf a per- 
fon fo nearly concerned in the guidance 
of her beloved Sigefert; Ofberne was 
deligh^d with the converfation of the 
knighte' ^nd -efquires that attended the 
-Eari^rLeofrida was amufed by the buftle 

of 
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of objeds, and. no one but the young 
Baron was vext at the occurrence. 

On the day previous to his departure, 
the Earl returning from vifiting fome 
lands, paffed through the foreft. The 
road was narrow; and lodged upon the 
boughs that almoft obflruded the way^ 
he efpied an arrow, round whofe head was 
twifted a paper. Ever curioufly fufpicious, 
he ordered one of his pages to reach it to 
him, and unfolding the fcroll, beheld his 
own letter, addrefTed to Sigefert. Vexa- 
tion and a fentiment of indignation, 
nearly approaching to fury, feized the 
narrow foul of the Earl. He could not 
reafonably fuppofe that his epiftie had been 
undefignedly thus ill treated : it was furely 
an intended infult, from a haughty and 
impetuous flripling. 

This trifling accident, which a man of 

more confiderate good fenfe would have 

: . . regarded 
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Tegarded only with flight difpleafure, 
ioccafioned the Earl to return in anger to 
the cattle ; and when he next met Sige- 
fert. Ills former fweetnefe of manners 
was changed into indignant auflieritjr. 
The fufceptible youth inftantly caught 
the alarm ; and in the warmth of unre- 
.'fledingimpetuofity, hi3 heart exulted that 
he was freed from the falfe civilities he 
-regarded with juft contempt. 

Before the Earl departed, having ad- 
.jufted the pecuniary affairs of the young 
heir, he paid to the Lady Editha the 
ftipcnd he thought proper to allow for 
the maintenance and education df his 
ward ; but, though accompanied by his 
iifual fervile courtefy, (be perceived, with 
.painful regret, the fmall number of the 
marks. 

After the departure of the High Stew* 
•ard, the two youths, with added ardour, 
purfued their martial exercifes; more 

yoi,. I. c itxv^^ 
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impatient than ever for the hour thiit 
was to commence their career of glory. 

Three j^ears now brought SIgefert to 
the age of twenty; and Ofberne was only a 
few months older. 

Sigefert was noble by defccnt, and 
confequently would attain the rank of 
Knight Bailneret. Oflberne, whofe pa- 
rentage was not illuftrious, had preten- 
fions only to the Order of Merit. The 
guardian of the young Baron deemed it 
policy to his own avaricious defigns, 
no longer to delay his inveftiture as a 
knight, and accordingly fent a fummons 
to the caftle for Sigefert to appear at 
court. For the firft time, a letter of the 
Earl was read with tranlport ; and the im- 
patient youth haftened to purfue his jour- 
ney^ accompanied by Olberne. The 
Lady Editha funk into defpair at the 
tidings; to part with a nephew fo juftly 
belpved, was a fevere trial; but endea,- 

vouring 
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Vduring to obtain that refoiutiony which 
in her was only the refult of painful tea* 
foning, ftie tried to animate the weeping 
Leofrida. The filler of Sigefert found, 
that to fupport, for the firft time, the ab- 
Tence of her beloved brother, required an 
efFoy: which (lie was not accuftomed to 
make ; and not till the firft emotion of 
•her regret was over, fhe remembered the 
motto bequeathed by her mother. 

The thought revived her animated- re- 
Iblves^ and, wiping away her tears with 
ter mantle, fhe aflumed a tranquil gaiety. 
AfEfted by her aunt, Leofrida, with her. 
t>wn hand, embroidered the trappings for 
the fteeds of the youths ; and prepared for 
*each a fplendid furcoat. That for Sigefert, 
who was of princely c^efcent,. was of a 
<lark crimfon, in thofe days called purple ; 
'On it were wrought the devices of the ' 
family, richly emblazoned. The veft of 
Ofberne was of white ; as he was not yet 
ennobled^ he had no device to adopt ^ but 
c a ' Leofrida, 



v^ 



2? THE XMICHTS^. 

Leofrida, in a courteous compliment to his 
valour, wrought on Us border a wreath of 
palm-leaves. 

The young Baron was to be attended 
by a fplendid train, and for his chief 
page he chofe Con ftan tine : a youth of 
good family, and of a bold and ardent 
fpirit^ 

Not all the ardour with which Sigefert 
and his friend were infpired, could prevent 
a gentle fenfation of regret as they quitted 
the ladies. The idea that they would pro- 
bably foon "be employed in fome glorious 
atchievement, and confequently return no 
more to the caftle for a lopg time, afflifted 
the tender Leofrida* 

As {he placed the mantle, (he had 
wrought with fo much care, on the 
flioulders of her brother, fhe accompanied 
the gift with a fond farewell ; and, as her" 
trembling hand prefented the furcoat to 

Ofbernc, n 
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Ofberne, the dignified courtefy of her air 
was mingled with the frank concern of 
friendfliip. The youths now, with a gal' 
lant mien, refpeftfully bade their adieu, 
and mounted their fteeds. The Lady^ 
Editha and Leofrida afcended the tower 
Faifed over the weftern' gate of the caftle, 
and, on the platform of itsimnging turret, 
gazed after the departing train. An 
avenue of the foreft foon clofed them 
from their view j but, lingering behind the 
pages, Sigcfert and Ofberne, through the 
houghs that interpofed, waved their hands 
in obeifance towards the turret. 

The fcenes of martial (plendor to which 
they were going, glowed with lefs bright- 
D^fs in the imagination of the youths, 
while the tender memory of the focial 
amufements they had partaken at the 
caftle, lingered on their minds. 

Jn a few days the young Baron with his 

, train arrived at the palace j he was ad- 

c 3 mitted 
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mitted into a magnificent council- chamber^ 
adorned with ftandards of conquered na- 
tions, together with national trophies^ 
among which was the banner of theCrofsj 
fpears and bucklers were fufpended on the 
pillars that fupported the roof of the cham- 
b.er. Siscfert and Olbcrne felt their 
bofoms throb Vith fenfations not new, 
but more animated than they had ever 
before experienced. 

Attended by a train of knights all ar^ 
r<ayed in armour, but wearing their vizors 
down, the Marefchal of the realm, wha 
was to perform the ceremony of the invef- 
titure, entered the apartment. This dif-* 
trnguidied perionage was not more re- 
nowned in arms than celebrated for thofe 
merits that make glory deferved. His 
firft appearance infpired the two youths a£ 
once with reverence and affeftion ; and 
nothing, in the eyes of Sigefert, difturbed 
the delight of the hour, but the prefenqe 
of the High Steward, . 

Th<5 
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The folemnity now comipenced : — the 
Marefchal approached Sigefert, the knights 
forming a circle round him, and, in an 
awful voice dictated the terms of the oath. 
The young Baron, in a firm and manly 
tone, repeated as follows : — 

" I SWEAR to defend the chriftian re- 

** ligion ; faithfully to praAife the morals 

^' of it J to defend widows, orphans, and 

** the weaker fex; not to make war on 

•* account of goods or efFeds, but to let 

*' fuch difputes be decided judicially i 

** and to keep the truces of God." 

Two pages next brought the hauberk, 
or poliftied coat of mail ; Sigefert was 
arrayed in the fteelly vefture ; the Maref- 
chal, with his own hands, placed round 
his neck the collar of gold, and fattened 
to his feet the golden fpurs ; a cafquc 
of fliining fteel, whofe creft was a filver 
martlet, was placed on his headj the 
mantlings of the cafque were of crimfon ; 
c 4 the 
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the wreath that fattened them to the heN 
met was a crimfon cord, round which 
wound a firing of pearls. The Marefchat 
then touched his fhoulderwith a fplendid 
fword, and conferred the title of Sir. 
The inveftiture over, Sigefert received 
the congratulations of the furrounding 
nobles and knights. 

The inveftiture of Ofberne, as an efquire; 
followed the preceding ceremony. The 
Marefchal placed on his neck the filver 
cellar, and his heel was adorned with the 
fpur of the fame metal. Poficifing no 
lineal nobility, the heroic youth had to 
acquire honour by the more glorious 
means of his own exploits. He regarded 
the fplendid decorations of his friend with 
a generous emulation; nor could the dif- 
ference, in their prefent rank, difplacQ 
the inviolable friendfhip that united them. 

The Marefchal, interefted by the intre-^ 
pid mien of Ofberne, prefented to him 

a heU 
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a helmet, ornamented only by a creft of 
plumes without device, addreffing him in 
thefe words : — 

- ^* To the truly brave it is more glo- 
** rious to win than to inherit diflinftion. 
" Go, bold youth, and on the field of 
** combat,, or in the illuftrious caufe of 
*' the opprefled, obtain and wear the 
*^ infignia of chivalry. Let the firft ex- 
^^ ploit that gives renown to your arm, 
^* give the device to your cafque ; and, 
" inftead of receiving from your anceftors 
*' the badge of glory, be yourfelf the en- 
" nobler of your poller ity." 

The exultation of valour, and the gld- - 
rious emulation of virtue, beamed on. the 
cheek of Ofberne; as beading. on one knee 
to the Marefchal, . he bowed his head to 
meet the offered eafqiie*. With manly 
gratitude he thanked the generous Earl, 
of Albemarle, , for- fuch was the Maref- 
C.5 chal'^. 
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chars name. Condelcend, my illuftriou* 
benefador, faid he, in a modeft tone, ta 
direft that ardour you thus infpire. Point 
out fome exploit that may lead my arm 
to gain, and to deferve, the diftinftion 
you referve for this your valued gift ! — 
and, O ! may this helmet be decked - 
with a creft that you yourfelf may view 
with approbation ! 

. The Marefchal feemed pleafed with the 
requeft. If you wifh to enter into the 
fervice of arms irnmediately, replied he, 
come, and beneath my ftandard com- 
mence your career of glory ! In a few 
days I (hall fet forward for Bretagne^ 
The barons of that country have taken 
arms to avenge the caufe of the infant 
heir, who vyas entrufted to the care ot 
his uncle ; but the perfidious relation, dif- 
daining the title of regent, feized the 
fovereignty in his own perfon. I go to 
join the arms of the faithful barons. 

Ofbernc 
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Ofberne with rapture accepted the 
Marefchal's propofalj bnit threw a look 
of tender anxiety on his friend. The 
Earl of Lenox, at this occurrence, ex- 
prefled in his air a kind of fatisfadion, 
which wanted that trait of confcious fe- 
renity a good motive ever infpires ; and 
turning to Sigefert, Shall the heir of De 
Claire, faid he, be forerun, in the foad 
of honour, by the fon of one of his fa- 
ther's vaffals ? The heart of the young 
Baron exulted at the hint, while he re- 
lented, with generous indignation, the 
afperfion thus haughtily caft on his brave 
favourite. He turned coldly from the 
High Steward, and addrefiing himfelf to 
the Marefchal, with a firm yet modeft air, 
begged, as a private knight, to enter the 
lifts of cc«nbat under his banner. With 
a look of complacency, the Marefchal 
condefcended to thank the young Baron 
for his alliance to bis caufe ; and with mu-. 
tual delight the new knigtas, for fo was 
Olbcrne called, thot^h he had not yet 
^ 6 attained 
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attained the firft order of chivalry, beheld 
themfelves thus permitted to combat fide 
by fide. 

The remainder of the day was paffed in, 
thofe fplendid^ yet dignified entertain- 
ments, that mark a martial- age; but, 
among the beauties of the court, Ofberne 
looked, yet looked in vain, for, the unaf^ 
fuming graces of Leofrida.. 

Ten days was the (hort (pace all bwed^ 
to Sigefert and his friend, for prepa.. 
rations for their expedition ; and for that^ 
tender farewell they muft pay to the fcenes , 
of their youthful Iports and exercifes. 

A more heartfelt adieu muft bealfopaid 
toobjedts ftill dearer; the afFeftionate Lady 
Editha and the lovely Leofrida. 

Early the next morning, attended only 
by Conftantine, and accompanied by Of- 
berne, the young Baron fet out for the 

c^ftle^. 
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caftle. A thoufand fcenes of war and. 
glory piftured themfelves in the youngs 
fancy of the two knights, as .they rode over 
the long, extent of uncultivated heaths, till 
die diftant turrets of the caftle, illumined 
by the. fetting fun,, brought fenfations to . 
their minds that mingled- foft r^ret with 
the impatience of valour.; Gazing on the 
towers and the dark tops of the fdreft 
as on places they (hould fopn behold^no^ 
more, they lingered till the crimfon of the 
departing light was foftened into a mild, 
and ferene glow; and then clofing their 
luzors, in a.fportive mood^ haftened: ta^ 
the c^e*. 
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CHAP. III. 

In Martial Glory's ancient year. 

When each bold yo.uth with beating brcaft, 
> Lac'd on the corsMet, grafp'd the fpear, 

And fmird beneath his threatening cref( ; 
The broider'd fcarf, by beauty wrought. 

Triumphant on their fhoulders wav»d ; 
Valour th* enthufiaft rapture caught, 

And thrice ten thoufand dangers brav'd. 

np H E ladies, as was frcqaently thcix 
cuftom, were walking oa the ter- 
race that, on the eaftern fide of the 
caftle, overlooked the country. Xhe 
cold and dim afpedt of the evening eaft, 
gently blending with the rifing milts, " 
formed a fcene, to the penfive mind of 
Lady Editha, more interefting than all 
the luftre of the .dawn. They Hood 
filenily marking the deepening gloom, 
when they efpied two perfons, in armour, 
approach from the end of the terrace. 
. - They 
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They ftarted,; and were haftily retreating 
towards a finall door which opened from 
a corner tower, but flopped at the found 
of a well-known voice. Surprife and joy 
for a time prevented them from obferving 
minutely the new array of the youths; but 
as they haflened to lead them into the 
caftle, they met, in the inner court, a page 
with a torch. The light flafliing on the 
armour of Olberne, who was neareft to it, 
difcovered to Leofrida a form ftill more 
gracefiil, manly, and dignified, than fhe 
had ever before beheld it. She could not 
help remarking that his plain habit, a- 
domed only by the white furcoat, was 
more becoming than even the fplendid 
decorations that decked the creft and hau- 
berk of her brother. They entered a large 
faloon; and Sigefert mentioning the expe- 
dition they were foon to engage in, the 
delight occafioned by his arrival was foon 
changed into mufing. Not all the antici- 
pated glories of the enterprize CQuld, for 

a time, 
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a time, obliterate the regret of his firft 
parting* 

The next day was paffed in mutual 
concern. Leofrida had refource to the 
" precious ftired of velvet, whofe charm ftill 
retained its potency in her ardent foul, to 
fupport her in this affe6ting hour; and 
painting in her imagination the two knights 
returning, decked with all the trophies of 
victory,, (he gradually perfuaded herfelf to 
become compofed. The Lady Editha, 
whofe. good fenfe and painful effort often 
fupplied the place of the elaflicity of mind 
that naturally refills grief, reafoned herfelf 
into a. temper, of Terenity. 

A few hours before - the youths were 
to bid their final adieu, Mortimer de 
Vefcie, the chamberlain of the houfehold 
to the late Baron, a faithful adherent to 
the family, took Sigefert apart, and 
leading him into the armoury, began as . 
follows ; 

Praifed 
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Praifed be Heaven for- permitting me^ 
ere thefe tottering limbs fall into the grave, 
once more to behold an heir of De Claire 
enter the glorious hfts of .arms ! Go \ 
illuftrious youth, and reap that renown, 
the hereditary right of your race. 

To animate your ardour, liften while 
I difclofe the laft event of your fathei's 
glorious life, and deliver into your hands 
a relic which, in the fevere confiids of 
war, (hall ever infpire your valour* 
Sigefert, interefted by this prelude, waited 
in anxious expedation, and Mortimer 
proceeding to the farther end pf tha 
apanment, difplaced fome armour that 
concealed a fmall door; he carefully un^. 
locked it, and entered a clofet followed by 
Sigefer:. Behold, (aid the faithful old 
plan, pointing to a buckler that was fuf^ 
pended in a deep recefs fcoopcd in thc^ 
wall, the guardian of a warrior's life, 
whofe aid was fcoriKrd when the facred 
\%vfs of fevere, honour forbade it to (hield 
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his breaft! — In the battle in which your- 
father foil, after a general engagement or 
many hours the foes were routed, and the 
Baron, purfuing the fugitives, encoun- 
tered a knight renowned for gallant ,bra-» 
very. They clofed, and the Baron^ by an 
effort of extraordinary might, cleft the 
(hield of his foe, already battered in the 
fight; it fell from his arm, and the gene-. 
rous Briton difdaining the adyant^e, caft 
his own buckler on the ground.. At that, 
inftani, an arrow from the hand of a re*^ 
treating archer pierced the breafl he had' 
thus unguarded, and turning to his (hield*- 
bearer, he could only fay ^ *^' Preferv^my 
buckler;* bear it to my caftle; and when, 
the hand of the little Sigefert has learned 
to wield arms, give him that, and let it 
remind him to guard his life no longer 
than he guards his honour." — The young 
Baro», with a tender veneration, took the 
facred fhicld from the hand of Mortimer, 
and as he reverently Jcifled it, a tear fiom 
his manly cheek fell upon the camel and 

cyprefs^ 



THE KNIGHTS. 43 

ryprefi-tree which were richly embofled on 
a field of azure. The incident dius related 
funk deep in his heart, and had his generous 
foul been lefs fufceptible of that exquifite 
fcnfe of honour inculcated by the maxims 
of chivalry, this linle occurrence would 
have inftiUed it. 

After thanking the venerable Mortimer 
for his true afiedion, and fdofting from 
the ftorcs, {Words and lances for himieif 
>md his firiend, he hastened to bid adieu to 
his firiend and fifter. With an affectionate 
yet firm air, Sigefert pronounced the loth 
farcwcU; and Ofberne, having respectfully 
cxprcffed his gratitude to the Lady Edi- 
tfaa, found for the firft time, when he 
turned to Leofirida, that the prefenccof 
mind he had before felt eafy to command, 
now required an unulual eficMt. The 
playful charms of this lovely damiel were 
now advanced to the ftill fponive but more 
intercfling beauties of youth's firft and moft 
blooming period. 
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The tender and the lofty graces were fo 
blended in her heart and mien, that 
dignity exalted gentlensfs, and gemlenefs 
fofteued dignity.. Oiberne refpeftfuUy 
beat one knee,, and wiflied to exprefs his . 
reverent and ever cpnftant efteem for thQ 
daughter of his honoured benefaftor, and 
the lifter of his beloved friend; but no. 
t^rms he* eould feledl feemed fufficiently 
confiftent at once with his refpeft and his 
anxious concern for her happinefs. At 
this inftant, when he was quitting the pre* 
-fence and fociety of an objeft fo fafcinatj- 
ing, a tumultuous croud of fenfations con^ 
fufed his formerly fcdate mind ; and his 
hand trembled as he raided to his lips the 
border of her mantle. ' With a fmile dour^p 
teoully fvveet (lie bade him adieu,. 

Farewell, gallant Ofberne! faid (he-., 
when next we meet I fliall greet a knight 
renowned in combat! This idea darted ta 
tjiie foul of Oibcrne; emulation glowed on 
feis cheek i the thought that he might merit 

by 
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"by bis deeds the praile of Leofrida, made 
him now impatient even to bid her fare* 
well; and gazing on the furcoat her own 
hands had wrought, This, cried he, is the 
lignal of viftory — 3, defence more "potent 
than a corfelet of adamant. He faid no 
ttiore, fearful that his unguarded iips fnould 
exprefs the fervency of his admiration ; and 
haftily bowing his head, followed the 
young Baron. 

- They mounted their deeds, and with 
many a lingering look advanced over the 
heath; the ladies afcended the higheft tur- 
ret of the caftle, where they remained gaz- 
ing long after they ceafed to mark the dif- 
tant waving of the irefts on'tlie cafques of 
the yoi\ths. The Lady Editha funk into 
dejedion when (he returned to her apart- 
ment, and Leofrida*s tears were wiped away 
only by the remembrance of her purpofed 
intrepidity in afflidtion. 

Several 
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Several weeks had elapfed when the fo- ' 

litary quiet that reigned in the caflle was 

difturbed by the arrival of an hyald from 

the Earl df Lenox, fucceeded by a band 

of foldiers. Surprife and terror agitated 

the gentle bofoms of the two ladies at this 

uncxpefted occurrence; but the alarm was 

increafed when, the herald prcfenting a let* 

tcr from the Earl, they were informed that 

the Baron de Lacy, between whom and the 

late Baron de Claire there had fubfifled a 

long and inveterate enmity, occafioned by 

a difpute concerning the territorial boun» 

daries of their domains, had made claims 

on the eftates of the young Baron, which 

the Earl's ftrift regard to the intereft of his 

ward would not allow ^ini to admit; and 

that fome unavoidable circumftances, 

which could not now be explained, had 

unawares brought on hoftilities. The 

Baron threatened to lead out his vaflals to 

war; and fears were entertained that the 

caftle might uadergo a ficge. The Earl 

cxprefled his reoret that the abfence of 

Sigefert 
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Sigefert Co unfortunately prevented him 
from exerting his bravery in his own canfe; 
but the whole care of the affair confcquently 
devolving on his guardian, the Earl with 
parental anxiety would defend the property 
of his charge. Long and flattering pro- 
feffions were addrefl[ed to both the ladies ; 
he recjuefted them to truft implicitly in his 
^roteftion ; and informed ihem that he had 
provided a fafe retreat, where they would 
avoid witneffing the horrors of 'a combat; 
and that in a few days he would fend one 
of 'his moft faithful adherents to guide 
them to this fafe refuge. 

Overcome with terror, the Lady Editha 
funk on a feat in fpeechlefs diflrefs; and 
Leofrida, who felt as keenly as her aunt 
the dreadful alarm, fuppreft her own fears 
to animate the dejeded mind of this 
affedionate atid beloved relation. She 
found that her life, beginning thus in un- 
pleafing events, would require dauntlcfi 
refolutioni and the nice difcernment of her 

under- 
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underftanding told her, that the wavering 
propenfity of her temper, which after the 
fird impulfe funk into wearinefs of fpirit, 
would prove her greateft foe. With aa 
amiable refolution (he therefore determined 
to combat this defeft, and by fteady effortiS 
to implant in her mind that conftancy with- 
out which every valuable grace lofes its 
beauty. 

The winning confolations of her be- 
ioved child (for as fuch (he ever regarded 
her) infenfibly allured the Lady Editha 
into a faint ferenity. 

With trembling apprehenfion the dif* 
tronfolate females beheld the arrangements 
for battle. Deftitute of a proteftor 5 their 
beloved Sigcfert and his brave companion 
too far away to hear their lighs, or perhaps 
<^ven to know the diftrefs to which they 
were reduced; — configned entirely to the 
care of an anibitious Noble, upon whofe 
honour they knew not if they oould rely> 

they 
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' "^iey awaited the woes impending over their 
i 4ieads. 

Four days ^ftertlie dreadful alarm, as 
» ^hey were fitting in fearful expedation, in 
:• a f mall apartment of the tower that faced 
' jhe heath, anxioufly gazing to obferve if 
- any one approached the caftle, theyelpied 
*Teveral horfemen rapidly advance. A chill- 
ing terror feized their frames, which a loud 
ringing at the great gates foon increafed. 
Jn a few minutes they beheld the aged 
Mortimer enter the. apartment. His ve- 
nerable features were clouded by grief, and 
"with a trembling tongue he informed them 
5that a party of armed men .were arrived in 
the name of the Earl of Lenox, to con- 
' vey them to a place of fafety, remote from 
the fcenp of combat. As he pronounced . 
the words a fhice' of fafety^ a glance of 
' Tufpicion crofled the cheek of the faithful 
chamberlain. Leofrida fhuddered, and 
the Larly Editha was filcnt for fome time* 
Are not our damfels permitted to accom- 
VOL, r, D . pany 
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pany US? at length (he aiked. — Mortrm^ 
(hook his head, and a tear, that dropped 
at the queftion, was his only anfwer. Let 
us flay, cried Leofrida, and fiafFerallche 
horrors of the tattle, rather than be coli- 
veyed we know not whither. She was in- 
terrupted by a Page, who brought a letter 
from the Earl. The cuftomary profefliona 
fb wrought on the frank difpofition of Lady> 
Editha, that (he deemed it treachery in her- 
felf to fufpedt him ; but with fearful fur* 
prize (he read, ut . the conclufion of the 
letter, that the arrangements of the enemy 
had been watched, and the fafety of the 
ladies abfolutely required that they (hould 
leave the caftle this night. Were they to 
depart by day, there was danger of their 
being intercepted by the fcouts of the foe. 
"With much concern the Eail expreffcd his 
regret that the fame motives o][^ prudence 
forbade him to allow their attendant females 
to accompany them ; but that in a few days 
he hoped to convey them alfo fiioni the 
caftle. 

The 
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The weeping damfels crDuded round 
Their beloved ladies. The gende Lcofrida, 
as (he bade them adieu, bellowed on each 
a fmall prefent, and committed them with 
tears and fighs to the protedion of the 
good Mortimer. The Lady Exiitha, who 
found this trial almoft too fevere for her 
feeble fortitude, could only wave her hand 
to the deeded attendants ; and with tot- 
tering fteps iBe dcfcended from the tower, 
followed by the trembling Leofrida and 
Mortimer, 

In the inner court they beheld thtir ef- 
tort. A perfon of an appearance noble, 
but fomewhat ferocious, was the leader. 
Hcworeahelmet (haded with black plumes, 
but no other armour; his vizor was up, 
and difcovered a countenance naturally 
gloomy, but which tried to look couneouf- 
ly. A cloke of black cloth, edged with a 
narrow embroidery was fufpended from his 
flioulders, which (looped, and occafioned 
i> 2 him 
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him to bear his head low. His doliblet 
and fleeves were of a deep blood coloufi 
and the duiky hue of his.whqle drc6 gave 
a forbidding air to hi^ afped. 

The armed party confifted of only four 
or five ftern-looking, foldiers. They, as 
well as their chief, were not completely 
armed J but befide their cafques, they wore 
corfelets; they were armed withfhortjavei. 
lins and fwords. One of them held by the 
bridle two horfes, richly accoutred, to 
convey the ladies. 

Leofrida, and the weak fpirited Lady 
Editha fliuddered with apprehenfion as 
they gazed on their guides. The Chief 
approaching them, in a miW tone, biu 
with fcanty words, begged them to rely 
on the fidelity of the party ordered by the 
Earl of Lenox to guard them to.fecurity. 
Leofrida, in a low and faltering tone, de- 
fired to know whither they were to be led. 

He 
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Me looked ftill more gently, and replied, 
To fafety. . Not daring to venture another 
queftion, (he turned from him, ftretched 
out her hand to the old Mortimer, whole 
tottering limbs fcarcely fupported his diC- 
treffed frame, and in a faint groan breath- 
ing the name of Stgefert, (he was affifted 
to mount her ftceJ, 

The leader of the band himfclf placed 
the Lady Editha on the other horfe; then 
vaulting on his own, placed his lance in 
its reft, and proceeded to the gate. The 
evening was now advanced to the thick 
darknefs of approaching night; tvvo of the 
foldiers, each bearing a torch, followed 
their chiefs the ladies were placed in the 
middle, and the remaining horfemen clofed 
the fmall train. 

In generous concern for the fuffcrings of 

her beloved and ever maternal friend, the 

tender Leofrida difdained her own terrors, 

aad by a fond confoling glance fought to 

D 5 animate 
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animate her courage, A grateful look, m 
reply, told her that her kind intention fuc- 
ceeded ; and (he felt added ftrength invi* 
gorate her refolution. 

They iffued from the gate; and the 
trembling females remarked with difmay, 
that the Chief direfted his fteed to a route 
that led through the foreft. 

■Afraid to turn their eyes backward, kfl: 
they fho.uld encounter the appalling looks 
of the foldicrsin the rear, they yet Hole a 
fhort and fearful glance at the towers and 
turrets i! .at rofe in mift through the gloonu 
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CHAP. IV. 



Where, long and dark. 



The tangled forell winds in deep rcccfa^ 
Their path-way lies. — 

/CROSSING a foiall area that inter- 
^"^^ vened between the caftle walls and 
tfie foreft, the party entered the crreary 
fliades, by the wide track that was gene- 
rally ufed ia pacing to- and from the 
caftle. 

The fcene was folemn. The thicknefs 
of the boughs, twifting themfelves into a 
gloomy expanfe of foliag-% entirely ob- 
fcured the fmall remains of twilight, and 
;ill beneath was dark even to blacknefs. 
The red glare of the torches jflafhed as 
they pafled on the nearefl branches, while 
the deep recefles of fliade grew llill more 
appalling from (their contraft) the tremu- 
D 4 lous 
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lous glimmering. The (hrill and hollow-^ 
toned blafts roared in the heavy tops of the 
pine?, with the hoarfe noife of diftanc 
rufhing waters. No found of living ani- 
mal was to be heard, except the fliriek of 
fome difturbed bird, or the timid tread of- 
the folitary fquirrel, frightened from hisr 
hole biy the unufual light. 

They continued for a confiderable tim'e^ 
in the fame direftion, till the road wasdi-- 
vided and interfecled by many fmaller 
tracks. The ladies, little accuftomed- ta 
quit the caflle, were unacquainted with, 
the paths of the foreft ; and had they 
been familiar to them, their knowledge 
could not have been ferviceable, as they^ 
knew not whither they were going. 

The Chief flopped, and feeming to hefi* 
tate as if to difcover the right way, at 
length turned into a narrow path. Anci- 
ent heavy trees here formed a clofe avenue; 
their mouldering roots, clogged with cluf- 

tcr^ 
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ters of the creeping feather-mofs, (hot 
^OBg the furface of the foil,^ and fre- 
quently obftruded the paflage ; while the 
trailing ftems of the brambles entangled : 
the feet of the horfcs. 

A deeper emotion of fear funk into the 
bofoms of the ladies, as their trembling 
hands, with difficulty, fought .to force 
their deeds through the pafs; and when 
they beheld their guide unflieath his 
faulchion, and flaCh away the briars, the « 
fight of the bare weapon, though thus . 
ufod to facilitate their pafiage, ftruck theni ^ 
with horror. , .At this inftant, through an. 
opening. in the avenue occafioned by the 
fall of a .large tree, the wind :blew fo 
violently ,^ that the dancing flame of the 
tapers gave warning they were in danger ' 
of being. extinguiflied. The foldiers who 
bore them flopped to trim them, and 
gave way to the ladies to pafs on before.. . 
Not daring to deky, they followed ^the 
ICiOdpr, whom they now heard for the firfl 
D 5 tinw 
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time addrcfled by the name of Sir Ga- 
▼afton. They advanced many paces ; and 
turning backward an affrighted look, be^ 
held the lingering torches glimmer faintly 
through fome intervening branches. The 
leader now paufed, and placing himfelf 
in a liftening attitude, continued filent 
for a (hort time ; then, in a low yet angry 
Toice, he called to his men to haften for^ 
ward. The torch-bearers arrived firft; 
Hearken ! (aid he, in an apprehenfive: 
tone — The ftartled' females, fliuddered— . 
I hear the found of hoofs^— it cannot pro-^ 
^ ceed from the horfes of your companions, 
yonder; — ^The other foldiers now joined 
them. — Conceal yourfelves behind thefe 
bufties and watch ^ thc^noifc advances from 
the left. — He paufed a while. Adiftantin-- 
diftindt fplalhing,as of horfes treading oyer, 
marfhy ground, was now heard by tha 
whole party. 

Our torches will betray us, faid the- 

bade*: 
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leader in a whifjpermg tone ; hide them in 
your mantles. He then gently addrefled the 
kclies: and bade them truft in a protec- 
tor, unaccuftomed to yield to either foe or 
robber. The affurance was of no avail. 
The feeble courage of the Lady Editha 
was nearly fpent^ and Leofrida, throbbing 
with anguifli for her weak ftate both ot 
mind and body, advancing, her fteed near- 
enough to grafp her hand*, in a low whif- 
per pronounced a fliort prayer^ A feeble^ 
ejaculation from her aunt joined the piou^,/ 
petition : and clinging to each othcn^S 
clofely as they could, waited the event* 

• The foidiers, as diredled, had raifed 
their mantles over the torches on that 
fide from whence the alarm proceeded ;.: 
the fpot was confequently dark,, except Br 
partial glare which the half-fmothered 
lights caft upon the ground. One of die 
men who was pkced behind the buflies, . 
now held up his javelin, as a ftgnal that 
the.noife drew, nearer. The leader flowly 
D-6 approachf.^ 
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approaching the ladies, without difinount- 
ing, faid foftly, FeaF not, gentle dames^ 
we are in a commodious place 5. the thick- 
nefs of the trees will defend us. He thea 
took his ftation near the ambiifcade. A 
tumultuous ruftling among the leaves was^ 
now fuccceded by a deep filence. One- 
of the foldiers obferving his torch bum 
faindy, and fearing it would be extin- 
guiflied, now let drop his mantle to. trim? 
• it 5 when the light fliooting on th« oppo- 
fite trees, difcovered, among the confufedl 
gloom, the points of feveral fpears, di- 
refted againft the party. Defend! ex- 
claimed the leader, in a fierce accent. 
The conce .)cd folditrs burft from thifeir 
ambufh^ the others hurled down their 
torches i and the whole party followed 
their chief, who, with his lince couched,, 
ruflied among the braix^bles on the hidderi. 
enemies. 

The feeble exertions of the LadyEdi- 
tha were aow at an end. Her hand could 
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KO longer grafp the bridle 5 and with 
a faint fhriek (he fell from her horfe. 
Leofrida bad now. to fuftain a double ter- 
ror : (the agitation of her mind keeping 
her ideas in a continued tumult^ prevent- 
ing, her from fainting) fhe leaped from 
her fteed, and raifing her wretched friend^ , 
placed her gently on the grafs, at the foot 
of a vaft tree* She feated herfelf by her, . 
and tenderly refting her head upon her 
flioulder, they remained, in . mute fiif- 
^ penfe. 

A loud and hollow di^^i of theclalhingof ■ 
fpears and furious voices, was heard for 
fome time. The deferted females dared : 
not once -to lift their eyes ; but had they - 
gazed, the darknefs and perplexity of the 
underwood would have con<pealeci the real • 
ftate of the combat. 

A dreadful filence now enfued ; Leo- 
frida ventured to look up, and beheld a. 
knight of a ftern afped advance haftily 

from 
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from the fpot where the parties encoun-^ 
tered. He feized the fteeds which fhe 
wretched females had quitted, and de- 
fired them to mount; informing them 
they were the prifoners of the Baron De 
Lacy. Another ftranger in the fame in- 
ftant appeared, and fnatched one of the 
torches, which ftill • burnt upon the 
ground. Sir Gavafton and his party were 
no more to be feen v and in the midft of 
her terrors, Leofrida could not help won- 
dering that their intrepid guides had fo 
foon been fubdued. Not knowing whe- 
ther they (houkl confider this occurrence 
as a refcue or a new misfortime, the 
diftrefled ladies fufFered themfelves to be 
again feared on their fteeds; which the 
ftrange knight, who was on foot, led by 
the bridle. The other man, feenvingly a 
kind of page, bore the torch before them. 
They proceeded as haftily as the walking^ 
pace of their new guide would allow, 
and foon gained a track, nearly as wide 
as that by which they entered, the foreft.. 

Oncei 
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' OtTce more configned to the care of 
perfoDS, of whofe good faith they were 
Bot affured, and who were ftill more ta 
be fufpefted than their former guides, 
the unfortunate fitter and daughter of the 
fete brave Baron De Claire, found them*- 
fSblves in the hands of his ancient enemy.. 

Having travelled for fome hours,, they 
iflued at length; from the forefl.. The 
morning twiKght faintly gleamed on a 
vaft expanfion of defolate hills^; a foft 
light here and there tinted die tufts of 
fcattered thickets ^ while the blue mifts, 
BOt yetchaced by the fixn, united all in. 
lanifbrm harmony. Leofrida. felt revived 
as fhe cpjitted the horrid (hade,, and en* 
tered the open country ;^. but flie gazed 
in vain for fome inhabited fpot. We 
fhall foon arrive at the . caflJe, faid the 
knight, who had not fpoke before ; and 
uirnihg (hori from the ftrait direftion^ 
entered a narrow glen. As they pro.^ 

eeeded- 
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ceeded^ the road, which was a path EttFe 
• frequented, defccnded rapidly. Rocks 
rofe high on each fide, whofe grey clefts 
were fringed with bunches of the glofly 
fpleenwort, while irom their (harp and 
overhanging tops, diin Iblitary groves 
of fapUng pines fantaftically grew in va- 
rious direftions^ as their roots found the 
fendy foil th^y love. The path winding 
round the bottom of a rough fteep,^ cjiit 
covered to the view of the wretched cap- 
tives, the place whither they were to be 
led. Half-concealed in a teGcfs of 
frowning mountains, -they efpied a .large 
caftle. The dulkinefs of the dawn; which 
threw an indjftind (hade over the routlincs 
of 'the ftrufture, left imagination ^o mea- 
fure the height and breadth of the 
towers. The folitary edifice, thus re- 
motely fituated, fccmed to couch be- 
neath the canopy of the fur rounding 
mafs of fteeps, and hid in ambufti to 
wait for pref • 

Overcome 
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Overcome with terror and fatigue, the 
wnhappy ladies beheld the fcene with 
dread;, but it was a dread mingled with the 
ijtupor of minds wearied by their own fur-, 
mifes. ' 

The knight advanced to the caftle, andb 
nmg loudly at the gate; a porter appeared^ 
who, without fpeaking, affiiledthe kdies 
to difmount. The fainting Lady Editha^. 
ftipported by the nearly as feeble Leofrida, 
now entered a fpjlcmus guard-chamber* 
Here the. porter carefuUy'b^rringthe door, 
left them, followed by the knight. Their 
ftrength fpent by the length and the horror 
of their journey, * and with apprehenfions 
more keen than ever, they fet down in a 
niche of the rnafly hall. 

The yet remaining obfcurity of the dawn; 
rendered more dim by the fmall grated a- 
perture, whofe pointed arches told they 
were windows,hindered them from difcern- 
ing the re^l appearance of the apartment-. 

In. 
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In a (hort time the knight returned, ancf 
in a voice of authority defired them to fol- 
low him. Fear fupplied the force that 
Nature now denied, and they dragged 
their tottering feet whither he directed. 

• 
He left the guard-chamber, and turnings 
through a wide vaulted pafllige, entered a 
fpacious apartment : here he requefted the 
ladies to feat themfelves on a covered 
bench ; — they obeyed ; and he paced the 
room backward and forward for fome time*. 
The fame porter who admitted them into 
the caftle now appeared, bringing refrefli* ■ 
ments ; he placed them before the languid 
females, who eagerly feized the invigorat- 
inj^, morfeU After refting their trembling 
lici'oi foi near half an hour, the knight, 
wh.. all the lime '•emained in the apartment,, 
made a fi[ r.ai for .?• nn to iife, and led. the 
way tv; a dooi at the farthcil extremity of ^ 
the chamber. He pened it, and entered 
a fmall fpace, from which afcended a flight 
of xiarrow ftcps.. The trembling females; 

now. 
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BOW confidered themfelves jeally prifoners* 
Remonflrance as well as refiftance was in 
vaii>. The firft flair-cafe was fucceeded 
by feveral other, as if leading from ftory to 
ftory of fome lofty tower; a dim light, ad- 
mitted through the loop-holes oa every 
landing place, jufl ferved to (liew the pri- 
fon-like appearance of the place, and to 
direft tl>eflep6of the unfortunate captives*. 

• The knight at length flopped and un- 
clofeda dpor, which finking deep from the 
furface o( the wall, difcovered its vafl and 
mafly breadth. 

Thfs is your abode, faidhe; you will 
Ipe courteoufly treated. So Giying he re-^ 
tired, barring the door. The clanking o€ 
a heavy chain which he faftened acrofs on 
the outfide, flruck a* chilling horror to the- 
hearts of the illuftrious captives, and they 
ftood for fome time in fpeechlefs agony^, 
Leofrida was the- firfl to furvey the apart- 
ment 5 it was fmall ; the walls w€;re of baret 
ftoqej^ but cleans a fmall window inferted 
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in a thick arched frame of rude carvings • 
admitted, from the great height of the tow« 
cr, fuiTicient light to give to the place a 
kind of gloomy cheerfiilnefs. A neat couch 
was placed on the oppofite fide, with a^ ■ 
Imall table, and a lamp ready trimmed. 

The young, the tender daughter of a, 
great and renowned houfe, thus beheld: 
herfelf, by a flrange, an unforefeen re-., 
verfe of fortune, in a fingle night convey- 
ed from fplendour and affluence, from the 
beloved home of lier family, to the wanti- 
and woes of captivity in an unknown caf- 
tie. When the tumult of her anguilh had., 
fomewhat fubfided,, placing her hand oii. 
her bofom, ihe heaved a prayer, that the ' 
SupremeGuardixin of mortals would beftow 
on her patient rcfignation. As her fingers 
preft her mantle, they touched the (hredof: 
velvet that contained the motto wrought 
by her molher. An impvilfe of virtuous 
fortitude inftantly darted through her foul; 
flie drew k out, kiffed it, and falling oix. 
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lier knees, breathed a filent vow of refigna- 
tion ; then rifing, with endearing tender* 
ncfs (he confoled the beloved partner of her 
afflidion. The mind of JLady Editha, 
ever noble and good, though weakened 
by fuffering, canght the animating influx 

-ence, but the fenfation foon died away. 

JCeen anxiety for the fafety of her beloved 
companion, together with a thoufand 
painful furmifes, ruffled her exerted com> 
pofure; and while a patient ferenity tran- 
quiUized the young and fanguine JLedfri- 
da, her niore experienced aunt found pre*- 

>{ent diftrefs,. and apprehended evil foes 

"almoft. too .potent foir her languid facut- 

•«iie5* 

'She could not, neverthelcfs, refifl: the 
tender confolations of her lovely comforb. 
fcr ; who placing her on the couch, kneeled 
down before her, and grafping her hands, 
«raifed them with her own to heaven. In 
this attitude they a)ntinued till they heard 
-the noife of fftotft^ps afcending the ftairs* 

CHAP* 
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CHAP, V. 

■ ■ With anguifli faint, 

If ever the frefli gale (he fought to breathe^ 
Frowned the bleak battlement and guarded waM, 
And mark'd her limits. Thro' each ftony chmk, 
Form'd oil the near approaching foe to pour 
The arrowy ftorm, on thefe wild banks (he gaz'd* 
While Fancy, mini (ler of woe, with hand 
Officious, to her view prefented (lill 
Gay troops of foreft deer, unprifon'd airs 
Inhaling, and as frolic fport infpir*d. 
Bounding unfetcer'd. 

Gisborne's l^aiks in a Porejt^ 

rriHE chain clanked, the key creaked 
-•• in the lock, and an old man, in th^ 
habit of a docneftic vaffal, made his ap- 
pearance. He brought a neat, but frugal 
rcpaft, which he placed on the table and 
retired. Leofrida's infinuating affedion 
perfuaded the faint Lady Editha to tafte 
the refrelhment J Qie gently lifted to her 

lips 
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>ips the fmall chalice of wine, arid with 
her own hand feleded the choiceft morfels 
of the broUed fifli. 

That piety which had taught them to 
partake with gratitude the rich banquet, 
inftruded them alfo to raife to Heaven a 
look of thankfulnefs while they ate the 
pittarice of the prifoner^ 

When they had finilhed the fhort repaft, 
Leofrida with acondefcending grace folded , 
ihe napkin, and arranged the veffels ancf 
diflies in neat order in the apartment. She 
then perfiiaded Lady Editha to recline on 
the coach, and endeavoured to lull her 
into much wanted repofe. Tired Nature 
affifted her kind efforts, and gave way to a 
fliorc reftlefs flumber, Leotrida feated 
herfelf on the floor by the couch, and with 
tender folicitiide watched the continuation 
of this poor refpite from fulFcring. 

Placing 



Placing her head on her hand, (he feft 
into a. train of muiihg, feeking to fortify 
her foul, and render it fteady in its re- 
■folves. The remembrance of her brother^ 
of his abfence, Ihot acrofs her heart. O 
Sigefert ! if you faw me thus l- — exclairried 
fhe; and you, brave and amiable Ofberne ! 
what would even thefe ponderous walls avail 
*to keep you from refcuing us ! 

The involuntary exclamation, though 
utteted in a broken voice, awaked the 
Lady Editha; the fufpenfion of thinking 
had in fome nreafure reftored her powers. 
She beheld the heroic efforts of the young 
Leofrida, and felt a tint of felf-reproach 
gently fteal into her foul. She determined 
.to try if reafon and meditation could not 
inftil a fortitude more meritorious than that 
natural vigour of mind which Tpurns at 
calamity, even without the admonitions 
of the underftanding. The heroic refo* 
lution brought with it a faint touch d( 
-comfort; and when the aged domeftic 
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appeared in the evening with their fcanry 
flipper, flic was fufficicncly calm to examine 
his afpcft. His looks were much Ibfter 
than thofe of the knight and the porter ; 
and there was feen in his countenance that 
compofure fo becoming to old age. Leo- 
frida gently requefted him to kindle their 
lamp. He complied with mildnefs, and as 
he quitted the apartment, threw a wifliful 
glance on the amiable captives. This re- 
lenting demeanour was a welcome confola- 
tion to them ; and repofing themfelves on 
their couch, a fweet lleep, the reward of 
confcious refignation, recompenfed their 
noble exertions. 

Soon as the red dawn gleamed through 
\he fmall cafement they arole, and kneel- 
ing down, offered their matin devotions* 
The Lady Editha had carefully treafured 
in her pocket, when (he left the caftle, a 
fmall miiTal; from this they repeated pray- 
ers to the martyrs; animating their own 
courage by meditating ,on the tortures of 

VOL. I. E ' the 
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the blefled Saint Appolonia, and the holy 
Francis. The little illuminated piftiires 
reprefented, as prefent to their view, the il- 
luftrious female patiently fuffering the fatal 
pincers to fever her tongue; and the pious 
father receiving on his palms and feet the 
wounds that agonized his hallowed, mafter. 

This religious exercife (hed over their 
fouls that calm and exalted comfort, the 
peculiar privilege of piety; and they ac- 
cepted with benignant countenances, from 
the hands of the ftill filent, though gentle- 
looking domeftic, their morning repaft. 

This over, Leofrida for the firft time . 
advanced to the window, and found her- 
felf ftruck at once with awe and intereft \\y 
the Angular grandeur and wild gloomineft 
of the profpeft it commanded. An im- 
nienle mafs of tteeps appeared in tumultu- 
ous diforder thronging together; the roll- 
ing mifts that covered them with a dim 
^^^> g^ve them the undulation of waves; 

and 
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and they might have beenjuftly filled afea 
of mountains. Some of the nearer crags 
were crefted with points of rock, broken 
into fantaftic (hapes of turners, orQiattered 
walls. High on the pinnacle of a lofty 
fummit on th6 left, that feemed exalted al- 
moft beyond the reach of human foot, 
flood a folitary watch-tower. In filent ad- 
miration, Leofrida, who was now joined 
by the Lady Editha, gazed on thefe llu-. 
pendous works of Nature. All was fo- 
lemnly filent : (he thought at length that 
fhe heard a hollow murmur, as of waters, 
and looking carefully round, found that 
the fcene was in the vicinity of the fea; 
for beyond the rock of the watch-tower (he 
could juft difcern a narrow fpace of the 
green ocean. Loud blafts, as if they were 
the (lirieks of the fpirit of the mountains, 
gave notice of an approaching dorm. The 
profped now partook at once of terror 
and awful beauty. The heavy clouds 
fcuddmg oyer the fky and fteeps, and' 
parting frequently, difcovered the towering 
E a fum- 
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fummicofa mountain, while they involved 
its bafe, and gave it the appearance of a 
vaft fabric fufpended in the air. The 
fail of a reeling fkifF was now and then 
obferved waving on the diftant ftretch of 
the main ; but the objeds that mod en* 
gaged the attention of Leofrida were the 
files of marine birds, which arranging 
themfelves in lines, feemed with mutual 
bravery to urge their courfe through the 
ftorm. In more undetermined journey 
the fportive fea-gull would feerii to gambol 
with the winds; fpreading her filky grey 
plumes to the blaft, (he fuffered it to bear 
her in its track, 

Thefe appearances for a confiderable 
time diverted the thoughts of the gentle 
captives; though as they felt, or fancied 
they felt, the tower that inclofed them rock 
its heavy parapet in the blaft, they ftiud* 
dered, and remembered they were pri- 
foners. 

With 
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With patience, which if it fuffered a 
fhort relapfe was foon reftored, in the 
pleafingly anxious difcourfe of Sigefert and 
Oiberne; and in hope eagerly indulged by 
theone,and foberly cheriiheJ by the other, 
the amiable partners in misfortune pafled 
feveral weeks. Leofrida, in unnumbered 
liitle arts and devices, called into adion 
by tender afBduity, encouraged and fup- 
ported the fortitude of her aunt. Even in 
the dr^ry folitude (he found means to be- 
guile the dull hours; for her purpofed per- 
feverance in refignation had not y^t funk 
into laffitude She loved to fit and watch 
the light fail of the diftant veflel, that 
fkimmed fwittly out of fight; and Fancy 
would paint it as freighted with the much- 
regretted knights, her beloved brother and 
his brave friend, haftening to her refcue. 

At evening fhe conftantly meafured the 
hour by tracing the fignal-lights that glim- 
mered from the watch-tower. 

E 3 One 
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One evening, when the old domeftic 
made his wonted appearance at the dated 
hour, he ghded under the di(h which he 
brought, a folded paper, and then in mpre 
hafte than ufual withdrew. With impa- 
tient curiofity Leofrida (hatched the paper, 
and with mingled joy and wonder read an 
epiftle from the Earl of Lenox. It con- 
tained expreffions of the keeneft regret at 
the unhappy accidentthat h^d placed in the 
power of their enemy the Lady Editha and 
the young lifter of his ward. He lamented 
that the open hoftilities in which he was 
now engaged with the Baron de Lacy, pre- 
vented him from delivering them by any 
other means than either attacking the caf- 
tle, or conveying them from it by ftrata- 
gem. He had chofen the latter way as lefs 
dangerous to females, and bade thern rely 
on hisprotedlion, and truft in the old do* 
meftic. 

Is he then our friend ? exclaimed Leo- 
frida. 
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frida. Is the guardian of Sigefert faithful 
to his truft? 

Our fufpicions have furely wronged him^. 
replied the l:Idy Editha. This care of us, 
looks not like the aftion of a foe. We 
will, as he bids us, rely on his protection^ 
my child!— and let us intreat Heaven ta 
pardon the injuftice of our furmifes. 

The fond idea of deliverance; of once 
more returning to liberty and fecurity, re- 
vived their fouls. They thanked Provi- 
dence for difcovering to the Earl the place 
of their confinement, which they fuppofed 
he learned from Sir Gavafton and his men, 
who fled from the Baron's party in the 
foreft. 

Shall we truft in the old domeftic ? afked 
JLeofrida. Undoubtedly, replied Lady 
Editha ; many dangers we muft unavoid- 
ably encounter; but they will be lefs 
£ 4 dreadful 
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dreadful than long and hopelefs captivity 
in tliis dreary caflle, 

. In trembling anxiety, between expec- 
tation and fear, they awaited the next ap- 
pearance of the domeflic. He carne in 
the morning, fomcwhat earlier than his 
cuflomary hour. 

I hazard much — faid he, breaking his 
long filence^— but the unhappy fate of 
ladies fo noble forbids me to regard my- 
felf. They thanked the old man with con- 
defcending gratitude, and begged to know 
by what means they were toefcape. This 
evenirg, returned he, an hour after fun* 
iet, nnclofe the cafement of your window, 
and when you fliall lie (hot into this apart- 
ment an arrow with a filver head, prepare 
to depart. Take, this key, itwill unlock 
your door; I will leave the chain unfaft- 
ened ; you muft defcend the flairs without 
yoin- lamp : in the apartment that leads to 
the ftair-cafe of this tower is a fecret door 

opening 
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opening on the platform ; here I will take 
care to meet you, and at a convenient dif- 
tance a trufty Efquire and two Pages be- 
longing to the Earl of Lenox will wait for 
you with deeds. 

He faid,no more, but retired, leaving 
the captives flartled at the difficulty of the 
enterprize, yet refolved to furmount it by 
refolution and precaution. 

They pafled the day in painful anxiety, 
feeking to fuftain their fortitude by afts of 
devotion. Leofrida watched the finking 
fun-beams as they flovvly declined behind 
the watch-tower; apurple mifty haze now 
took pofleffion of the weftern glow, and 
fhe tremblingly looked below to difcern 
the hand from which the arrow was to be 
darted. She perceived on the platform a 
perfon in a long black cloke pacing llowly 
backward and forward. He frequently 
raifed his eyes towards the fummit of the 
tower, then heedfully furveyed the lower 
E 5 walls 
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walls of th^ ftrudture. At length (lopping 
(hort,he drew from beneath his cloke abow» 
Leofrida haftily retired from the window, 
and at the fartheft extremity of the apart* 
ment waited the appointed fignal. In a 
few minutes a fmall light (haft fprung with 
whizzing flight through the cafement, and 
alighted on the floor. Leofrida took it 
up; it was a thin wand of polilhed yew, 
crefted with a barbed head of alver. 

There is no time to lofe, faid (he, in a 
faltering tone. The Lady Editha, tot- 
tering with fear, lunk upon rhe couch, and 
Leofrida was forced to exert all her cou- 
rage to animate and confole her. She 
gently took her arm, and rai(ing her with 
one hand, while with the other (he held 
out the key of their prifon, — Be Heaven 
our guide ! ftie ejaculated, and proceeded 
to the door. - The Lady Editha felt her- 
felf held back, as if by an irrefiftible im- 
pulfe i her feet feemed to refufe to pafs the 

thre(hold. 
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threfhold. The time of efcape will pafs 
by, repeated Leofrida. At this fuggeftion 
Ihe proceeded involuntarily. They infert- 
ed the key, and gently unclofed the mafly 
door; then with feet that fcarcely dared 
to touch the deep and narrow fteps, they 
defcended the dark ftair-cafe» 



E 6 CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 



Thro* fublcrranean cells, 



Where fcarching fun-beams Ibarcc can find a way. 

Thomson. 

/y Faint glimmering of light, ap- 
peered through the loop-holes in 
the ponderous walls, yet reached not the 
llairs ; as if it refufed to dire6t the af- 
frighted captives where to place their 
trembling feet. 

They gainevl at length the bottom of 
the llair-cafo, and with difficult}^ difcerned 
the door leading to the apartment in 
which they relied when they were brou^t 
to tkc caftlc Leofirida firft advanced to 
the door» to liften (at fome lignal from 
deliverer* All was ftill ; (he placed 
hsmA on the door, when the dreary 
iileace 
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filence was broken, by the echo of fteps 
flowly treading within : (he fhuddered 
and retired. All was again filent. Again 
(he ventured to touch the door ; it gave 
way, and they foftly ftole into the apart- 
ment. It was of large extent ; and being 
lighted from windows that looked into a 
fmall inner court, which was gloomy 
from the height of the furrounding 
buildings, it difplayed, even in the day, a 
duiky hue -, but now, from the darknefs 
of the evening, the heavy trophies that 
adorned its walls were fcarcely diftinguidi- 
able. They wore an indiftinft appearance, 
that left fancy room to form the dim wav- 
ing fold3 of the military banners into 
ftrange terrific (hapes, moving backward 
and forward. They flopped in fearful 
fufpenfe; they imagined fomething re- 
fembling human proportion drew nigh 
from the far end of the apartment ; they 
now in reality difcerned a perfon, whom 
they fuppofed to be the old domeftic. 
They advanced to meet him s and as he 

flopped 



i 



86 THE KNIGHTS. 

flopped near one of the windows, they 
obferved him to wear a rich cap of dark 
violet colour, and a cloke of the fame, 
fplendidly decorated. They flarted. Seek 
you to efcape, fair dames ? faid he, in a 
voice ftern and taunting; then know, that 
it is not the ufe.of a vidorious chief, fo 
eafiiy to refign his captives ! Thfough 
refpeft to your rank, you have hitherto 
been treated with lenient clemency ; but 
you will now know that this caftle has 
walls and dungeons that mock ftratagem. 
Stunned wiih terror, the gentle prifoners, 
thus unexpeftedly furprized, flood in 
fpeechlefs flupor. Leofrida by a vigor- 
ous effort, roufed ftrength fuificient to 
intreat, in a tone of the foftefl fupplication, 
that they might be conveyed back to 
their former prifon. No, faid the Baron 
De Lacy, a place more impervious to arc 
and treachery muft now confine you, till 
final triumph Ihall decide your fate. 
Approach, called he, in a voice of au- 
thority i and two men, in the habit of 

war- 
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warriors, made their appearance. The 
Baron retiring, they feized the defencelefs 
females, and hurried them through the 
door leading to the inner court. 

Here they waited a (hort time, till a 

third perfon, bearing a lamp, joined them; 

-in whofe features Leofrida difcovered the 

porter, who admitted them into 'the 

caftle. 

He advanced firft, and led the way 
through a fmaU portal, into a fpacious 
paflage. Supporting each other with pain- 
iul exenion, the wretched captives follow- 
ed ; he foon turned beneath a wide cir- 
cular arch, and defcended a vaulted flair- 
cafe : it confided at firft of ftone-fteps ; 
but, as if finking deep into the bowels 
of the eanh, the flairs at the lower part, 
by their unevennefs and irregular fliape, 
feemed as if hewn in the rock. 

They 
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They gained at length the bottom; 
and the floor was fometimes folid rock, 
and fometimes paved with blocks of rude 
flone. With fear, that was now deep- 
ened into horror, the wretched ladies be- 
held themfelves led into vaults that 
(Iretched their unknown myfterious re- 
ceflcs fir beneath the furfice of the earth. 
The porter advanced many paces into 
thefe dreary caverns, till the rock clofed 
round a door, whofe mafly beams vied 
in folidity with the flrong walls. He un- 
clofed it, and the warriors led the captives 
into a narrow but lofty cell. 

The Lady Editha, entirely overcome, 
funk fenfclels on the pavement ; and the 
fpcechlefs agony of Lcofrida, who caft a 
look of anxiety on the lamp, as the war- 
riors were retiring, won even their obdu- 
racy to relent. We are acquainted with 
the pailoges, fai J the poner, and can ficd 
our way j let us leave the lamp. A grate- 
ful 
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ful glance from Leofrida thanked him 
for this confiderate kindnefs. 

The guides withdrew, and the young 
diftreffed damfel, throwing herfelf on the 
ground by the fide of her overwhelmed 
.companion, cried to revive her. She 
foon raifed her eyes to furvey the horrors 
and the hopeleflhefs of her fituation. The 
cell was deftitute of furniture, except a 
coarfe mattrafs 5 the roof was arched, but 
fo high that, no light falling upon it, 
this dark abode appeared a terrific fhape- 
lefs.fpace. Half way up the arch of the 
roof, a narrow grate admitted a fcanty 
fupply of light and air; and on the oppo- 
fite fide was a thin flit, in the almoft im- 
meafurable wall, which fliewed ngt for 
what purpofe it could poflibly have been 
formed. A night of unfpeakable agony 
was paffed l^y the captives, though it was 
not increafed by the knowledge of the 
Earl's treachery ; who had, in fecret con- 
cert with his pretended foe, contrived this 

artful 
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artful ftratagcm to imprifon them beyond 
the reach of refcue. 

The Lady Editha by turns fell into tor- 
por and fevcre diftrefs. The lively, ftill 
vigorous foul of the young Leofrida, 
fupported this dreadful accident with all 
the ardour of her purpofed fortitude. • An 
impulfe of confcious exultation rewarded 
and encouraged her eflForts ; and (he fan- 
cied Ihe felt the admonitory motto prefs 
fofily on her bofom, in token of approba- 
tion. The dejefted ftate of her revered 
companion touched her with the keeneft 
pangs. 

She tried to awaken that refolution 
which (he had feen her exert in their firft 
captivity ; yet fo gently delicate were het 
fuggeftions, that their force was felt with- 
out being diftinguiQied from felf-refolve. 
The morning twilight lowred through the 
heavy- barred grate, and discovered better 
than the fallen glare of the lamp, the 

dreary 
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dreary obfcurity of this new prifon. 
Leofrida rofe from the ground, mindful 
of the hour of matin prayer ; they kneeled ; 
but their petitions were only expreffed by 
a fupplicating figh, or a filent tear. 

The fainting powers of nature "^t length 
began to give warning, that they required 
that refreihing fuftenance which renews 
the frame for a<5tion. They liftened if the 
found of fteps ran along the hollow cavi- 
ties of the vaults : not the flighteft noife 
tranfpircd ; and the hideous, the over- 
wTielming idea, that they were inclofed in 
this den to perifh — to peri(h by the moft 
torturing of deaths — darted acrofs the 
imagination. The bufy fancy of-Leofri^a 
painted, with horrid minutenefs, the thin 
Ibrunken limbs ftretched gafping on the 
cold floor; — the unfitpplied cavity of the 
ftomach contrafting with agonizing grafp 
— and purfued the dreadful pidlure till it 
fcattercd the bare unburied bones ov6r 
. the pavement of the cell. Shuddering at 

thefe 
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ihefe dreadful images, a deacily pal^nefs 
had whitened her features, when a noife 
was heard at the fmall aperture in the 
roof. They fuppofed it the ruftling of 
Ibme night-bird, feeking a retieat from 
the hghr; but difcovercd ^as they gazed, 
fomething let down into the cell. It was 
a fmall wicker baiket fufpended from an 
iron chain; which defcending flowly, 
rcfted on the ground. Leofrida fprung 
lit\htly to feizeit : it contained fome dried 
firti, a few whcaten cakes, and a foiall 
pitcher of water. 

She took out the welcome, though 
provident ftor^^s with a pious glance to- 
wards Heaven, We (hall not be left a 
prc.v to famine ! cxclai ned fhc. Eat, 
my mother ! for fo (he loved to call the 
Lady Ediiha. Let us live. Let us rc- 
Icrvc ourfelves for h^.ppinels, bigetcrt! 
thou mull furcly difcover we arc ilaves ! 
The laft idea, wiih the joy of finding 
their dreadful apprehenfions of dying by 

hun- 
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hunger vifionary, rendered the coarfe, 
the fcanty meal, a flavoured banquet. 

Several days paft, and the bafket regu- 
larly defcended. The patient captives 
accepted the pittance, even with gratitude ; 
and found their refignation increafe. 

The Lady Editha viewed with admira- 
tion the heroic courage of Leofrida, and 
though her own efforts were more painful, 
more flow and faint, (he ftill ftruggled ; 
and ftill found the ftruggle bleft with felf- 
approbation. 

With poignant regret, as evening ap- 
proached, Leofrida frequently furveyed 
the extinguiftied lamp. Even thi^ poor 
lamp, faid (he, would cheer our long and 
painful nights, could we but procure oil ! 
Lady Editha fighed ; but regarded the 
wifh with a defpair that entered not the 
mind of her young companion; whofc 
bufy invention foon devifed a fcheme Jto 
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obtain the objeft of her wifli. The next 
time their provifion dcfcended, (he tore a 
narrow (hred from the border of her gar- 
ment, and wove it artfully into the wicker 
twigs of the bafket, in form of the three 
letters in the word oil ; carefully wrapp- 
ing, within the fmall folds, a ring, which 
contained a jewel of great value. She 
hoped this precious trifle, cheaply bartered 
for the valuable advantage of light, would 
procure a benefit (he dared not to expeft 
from mere compaffion. 

In eager expeftation and terror, left 

her little plot (hould be fruftrated, (he 

awaited the next falling of the bafket. 

The device was underftood, the prefent 

accepted by the mercenary keeper, and 

Leofrida with tranfport found, hid among 

the provifions, a pitcher of oil, and a 

prepared wick for her lamp. She ran in 

l^..»pture to tiim it; when her trance of de- 

K^hr was interrupted, by. a qiieRion from 

SF^ Lady Editha, how was it to be lighted ? 

:" ' * • ^ Con- 
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Confounded and perplexed, (he flood 
awhile furgrifed at her inadvertency, in 
having, through the ardour of expefta- 
tion, forgot this material circumftanee. 
But Leofrida fcorned to defpair. The 
bafket was not yet drawn up : (lie haftily 
feized it, and purfuing her new difcovercd 
method of tracing charaders, fwiftly in- 
terwove the word light. 

But this new favour mull be obtained 
by a new gratification. A fmall calket of 
valuable (lores (he had conveyed from thz 
ca({le De Claire ; another jewel was there- 
fore felefted from this ufeful tteafury, and 
inferred in the woven letters. 

Evening approached, and Leofrida, in 
trembling expedlation, watched the aper- 
ture. Either the bafket was later than its 
u(ual hour ere it defcended, or her impa- 
tience meafured not the time exaftly. 
The ^loom of the cell grew deeper^ and 
fhe believed that her (Iratagem had been 

difco- 
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difcovered. At lengdi die joyful fignal 
was heard ; the bafket defeended, and 
faftened to the chain hung a fmall fplinter 
of fir-tree lighted. 

Triumphing in the fuccefs of her in- 
vention, Leofrida trimmed and lighted 
her lamp ; then fpreading their provifions 
on the floor, which was their only table, 
flic then joyfully fat down to fupper by the 
light (he had fo dearly purchafed. This 
was the mofl: cheerful meal they had yet 
eaten in their folitary den ; the horrors at 
leafl: that fancy ever paints when aided by 
darknefs, were diflipated. 

They converfed, as they took their 
allotted morfel, with calm tranquillity : 
they talked of Sigefert 5 of Ofi)erne ; and 
they dared to hope. The Lady Editha 
rejoiced in their new acquifition, as well 
from the cheerful light it diftufed, as from 
motives of piety ; (he could now lee to 
lead her mifl^; ^nd, while Leofrida col- 
lected 
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\efted the fragments of their repafi, (he 
opened her book, and fought the confo- 
lations of religion. She purfued h'er «ie/ 
ditations for a long time; and Lcofricla, 
loth to break the train of her reflections, 
continued filent, examining, for the firft 
time, the height and extent of their cell. 
She rofe; and, thinking the cxercife of 
walking would ftwngthen her limbs, and 
animate the fpirits, that ftagnate from in- 
adivity, (he paced lightly backward and 
forward. 

The celt was arched ; and the fartheft 
^rch bent low towards the earth. Lep- 
frlda turning under if, ftarted back with- 
affright ; (he perceived a door. Her ex- 
clamation of furprife roufed the Lady 
Editha from her meditations. She role,; 
^nd haftened to difcover the alarm. By 
the aid of their lamp they examined the 
wall, and found by bearing againft the • ' 
door, that it was unfafteritd. Sufpendfti 
between hope and fear^ they knew not \vhe*' 

vol; I. F. ther 
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ther to rejoice at the circumftancc, or to 
confider it as the prelude to fotne new 
danger. 

They flirunk back from opening ft, 
left they (hould plunge into unknown 
fnares; yet to leave this paffage unex-' 
plored would be to remain in ceafelefs ap- 
prehenfion and infecurity. 

They defifted, at length, from the at- 
tempt, and pafTed that night in mingled 
fear and curiofity. 

Several days elapfed; and Leofrid[a^ 
fvith conftant care, fupplied her lao&p; 
frequently carrying it to lurvey tbettewly 
difcovered door, without once da^kl^'to 
.pufh it back. 

One night as the patient ca|)tives were 
fitting in penfive filence, loud tempeftuous 
blafts of wind roared over their heads^ 
and fcemed to rock even the deep foun- 
dations 



dailons of their prifon. Hollow ruftling 
noifes were heard to echo in the (pace be- 
yond the door; and they frequently caft 
chat way an affrighted look. At length a 
blaft niore furious than the former drove 
violently on the door from within, and 
left it half-open. Fear, and a wifli to 
difcover whither it led, for fome time con-^ 
tcfted for the pre-eminence; viftorious 
curiofity at iaft tarried Leofrida to the 
jdoor; and the Lady Editha, from motives 
of affedion, followed. Holding the lamp 
in one hand, the trembling damfel withr 
the other gently touched the dcor. Itji 
lioarfe creaking, and the reverberation qi 
;^bf wind within, ftartled hei' fancy ^ith 9 
S^l^ vifionary terrors 5 (lie daredj^ 
tpjlwithftanding, to place one foot over 
tbi decayed thre(hold, and raifing th*^ 
lamp, whofe wavering flame danced to 
the blaft, (he obferved feveral broken 
flep§, leading into a fpacious crypt. 

P 2t She 
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She defcended ; the Lady Edilha foU 
lowed, but trembled fo much that fhe fat 
down on the laft flair. Her young and 
.more courageous companion advanced 
into this remote and fecret fpace; per- 
haps unknown even to the" owner of the 
caftle. 

The wind continued to blow ; and the 
light of the lamp confequently falling in 
partial glimmerings, but imperfeftly dif* 
played the crofTed vaulting of the roof, 
ivhich refled on two rows of. heavy 
pillars. Their (hort fhafts gave them 
the appearance of uncommon breadth, 
jand \heir rudely carved capitals were 
adorned with the uncouth figures of the 
Saxon crown. The 'walls were of poon 
derous flone, plain and undecorated. r.*: 

Leofrida growing more aflbred as fli^ 
advanced, flill Itepped forward j and 
gazing round, fought to difcover where 

the 
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the blafts of wind had found entrance; 
She proceeded between the pillars, and, 
at the farthcft extremity, difcerned an 
aperture in the roof, occafioned by the 
falling in of a large ftone : it w^as nearly 
choakcd by the ftraggling filaments of 
the wiry cupthong, and the tenacious 
ftems of the ivy. 

This circumftance indicated that the 
vault, in which the unhappy captives 
were confined, ftretched far from the 
caftle walls, beneath fome thicket or 
heath. Leofrida's apprehenfions were 
now changed to joy. She confidered the 
difcovery of this vault as a happinefs ; 
it extended the limits of their confine- 
ment, and afforded, through the dif- 
jointed ftones, a paflage for the refrefli- 
ing breeze. The Lady Editha now haf- 
tcned to join her; and after contemplat-s- 
ing the place for fome time, they re-^ 
F 3 turned 
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tinned to their cell, pleafed at thtisob^^ 
taining a new apartment ; for the foli- 
tary, obfcure vauh was to them a cheers 
ful faioofi. 
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CHAP. vir. 

A Maid fo fev*d, if but by Nature bleft 
With common charms^ had foon a*.: ak*d a flamo 
More UroDg than pity, in that melting heart 
Which pity warm'd before. 

hlAZ^U^S En^fi/b Gardi'M* 

T EOFRIDA was one day walking in 
^^ the Saxon vault, meditating with 
' ibnclly-cherifhed hope on her much-loved 
brother and his brave companion, wheii 
flie was ftartled by a rufUing among the 
entangled briars that clofed the opening ia 
the roof* She looked up; they feemed to 
be difplaced by fome unfeen hand, and a 
fmall white Alpine hare was let down. 
She purfued the timid vifitant as it ran af- 
frighted between the pillars; at length (he 
caughr it, and with gentle carefles tried to 
quiet the tears it fo needlefsly felt. As fhe 
examined the downy coat, now whitened 

^ to 
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to the moft fnowy hue*, (he percefved a 
paper fufpended to its neck by the long 
leaf of a buUrufh. She flew with the 
letter and its gentle mefTcngcr to the Lady 
Editha, Thej' opened it impatiently, and 
read as follows: 

** It Is not the cuftona of one, whofe 
profc/fion and hallowed oath command hinx 
to fuccour the injured, to redrefs their 
wrongs by any other means than the opea 
and glorious raid of arms; but reafons,, 
facred to bis honour, forbid the Knight 
wh© laments the woes of the fifter and 
Z\:zi 9( the yciing Baron de Claire, frona 
lefcuing them by that fword, whofe great* 
eft glory is to protect innocence. If the. 
illuftrious captiv.es will condefcend to ac* 
^ept that aid which alone he can beftow, 
to-morrow night, when they hear the firft. 
centinel change his watch, let them pace 

* For an account of the Alpine hare, fee Pennant's. 
Tour in Scotland. 

threfr 
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three times the vault adjoining their cell : 
'the fignal will be waited for, and they 
fliall be fafely conveyed from the caftle.'* 

. Leofrida clafped her hands, and in an 
ecftafy of delight offered her pious acknow* 
ledgments to Heaven for thus refcuingthem 
from the horrors of captivity. The Lady 
£ditha with calmer joy joined in the grate- 
ful thanks.'— Yes ! my child, faid (he, we 
will accept the affiftance of this generous . 
unknown friend. Wc will fear no farther 
treachery. The t^rms he- utes feem dic- 
tated by honoiir.and fincerity. But who 
can he be? a&ed Leofrida. O Sigefertl 
next to thy Ofberije he fliall be thy moft: 
valued friend.— Where, indeed, replied the 
Lady Editha, but from the pity of Heaven, 
could we, unproteifted as we are, find fuch 
aid ! Perchance the good Mortimer ha^- 
fought us out. But our deliverer is a.. 
Knight — replied Leofrida. . 

. They dwelt not long on thefe conjee-/ 
¥ 5 \w\^v^ 
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turcs, foon t«Fning their thbughts to tS^ 
dark profped that hung over them even 
when they (houid efcapc from the caftle^ 
the tranfport of once more beholding the 
cheerful day — of returning to liberty—- 
chaced the anxiety for the fbtuFc^ 

Leofrida congratulated herfelf that (hS 
had fliftaincd the keen griefs of her captii* 
vity with refignation. A foft commendii* 
tion fecretly creeping through' her fouf> 
refined and exalted her prefent delight, by 
telling her it was deferved. The Lady 
Editha, whofc exertions had been more 
painful, experienced too a fweet con- 
fcioufnefs. The native vigour of her f6uli 
which her misfortune had lolW into ki^ 
ihargy, in fome meafure returned* " You 
feel, my dear child, faid (lie to Leofridaj 
what an exquifite refinement of delight 
ielf-approbation can beftow on every bleft- 
ing. The affliffcibn with which your liffe 
thus begins, you fuftain with fortitude ax 
jlorlous as it is fweet to youtfeK But you 
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are yet young; I know by fatal experience 
that a feries of woes may weaken that en- 
ergy of mind which is the foundation of 
happinefs« Preferve then that fedate ftea- 
dinefs in patient fuffering which alone me^ 
rits and obtains the efteem of your owa 
hearty and the veneration of every amiable 
foul. Let the laft woe ypu fliall endure be 
fedme, if nof with equal fpirit, at kafl with. 
equal' calmnefs as the firft you encoun- 
tered" 

Leofrida^ liftened with grateful complar- 
cency to this admonition; and while (he^ 
imprinted on her mind in the living chai* 
lafters of memory^ the wordFoRTiTUDE^, 
the imprefled with all herfbrce its gloriovuh 
counterpart P£RS£V£rancc, 

This day and night, and the fucceedihg; 
day, were paft in anxious expedtation*. 
Though the cell was far from the walls of 
the caftle, yet there the hollow tones of the 
tentinels were cafily heard. . The captives, 
x5 &)osx. 
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foon to be no more captives ! liftened caro 
.fully for the appointed fignal. Leofrida, 
for the laft time trimmed her lamp, and 
gave to the white hare, which had for 
thefe two days been her cheriflied compa- 
nion, the laft cake the conftant baiket fup- 
plied. 

Before they left their cell they offered 
to Heaven a prayer of gratitude; and ^ 
they entered the door of the crypt,, 
they threw a look of latisfaftion on that 
fcene of captivity, whofe horrors the^jr 
had borne with refignatioii. A tear of fe- 
Tene delight fell on that floor which they 
had never moiftened with the tears of rc^ 
pining. The Lady Editha fat down oa 
the flairs, while Leofrida with flow and- 
ftdate fteps paced three times the length oif 
the vault.- Then leaving; her lamp en tlie 
pavement near the aperture in the roof^ 
which fhe fuppofed was the outlet throu h 
which they were to efcape, (he returned to 
her aunt, and they waited in calm, yet' 
anxious expectation, the means thait fhouVd 
*.. " ' be- 
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beprefcnted for their -clerivcry. A low 
Hoife was foon hjard at the aperture, as of 
removing thebuflies; and in a few minutesa 
-finall ladder, ufed in fcalade when the attack 
wasdiredted againft low walls, was let down. 
They haftened to the fpot; the Lady Edi*.- 
tha afcended fir(l, with fearful yetfteady. 
fteps. Leofrida, who would!not leave thr 
little animal wJiich had been the inftniment: 
of her refcue, to perifti in the dungeoa. 
from which it reftored her, tried to afcend 
holding it in her arms. The fteepnefs of 
Ac-- gofition in which the ladder floods 
Lwhich could not, from the "aperture beinjg 
in the bending of the arched! toof, reft a* 
gainft- the wall, prevented her ' from thus 
• proceeding; and fcorning to let 'fall her 
gentle friend,, (he" was obliged to defcend. . 
The voice of the Lady pditha, in accents , 
f>{ piercing anxiety, chided this delay; but 
Leofrida was fteady in her gratitude; (he 
folded the white hare carefully in her man- 
tle, and fufpending it round l>er neck was 
going again to afcend— when, as flie placed 

her 
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Ihe reluftantly fwallowed it, not felfifh re- 
pining, but the tears of alarmed affeftioa 
jendered the morfel bitter. 

The laft facred advice of her honoured 
mother helped to revive her drooping foulf 
and fortitude in her ovfn misfortunes was 
now not a difficult taik. But terror and 
alarm at the ieparation from her conftant 
friend and guide, rankled in her tender 
heart ; and a tumult of furmifes atthis lafl; 
occurrence, the moft ftiange of all the 
niyfterious train of afllictions (he had Isit^ly 
fuffered> confufed her reftlefs ideas.. Thus 
ihe pafled the day, and evening approachr 
ed. The darknefs of thefe fubterrajiean 
fpaces recalled her thoughts to her almoft 
extinguiflied lamp. She flew to trim it,; 
and drained the laft drop of oil from her 
pit-cher. : .The fcanty fupply fcarce fed the 
feebly flame, and ihfi feared to lofe this 
poor confolation. Am I then, doomed, 
cried, flie, to pine ^n ui^pitied captive in 
tliefe dungeons I In foUtude, clarkncfs, and. 

ever- 
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cver-ceafelefs anxiety for the fateof thofel 
moft love, mull I exift, buried from their 
fearch? Agonizing as was this idea, Leo- 
frida was ftiil ardent ; ftill refolvcd to fup- 
port fufFering,. and to deferve at leaft to 
fufFer no more. 

She carried her fmall fupper into the 
crypt, her favourite apartment J and fittings 
down beneath a pillar, with her little com-« 
panion by her fide, (lie raifed her eyes to 
Heaven, and could have ealen ittvlth fa*^ 
tisfadbn; but the memory of her much- 
loved cocnpanion ibrted acrols her ibul. 
Yet perhaps (be is fafe, cried the — is re& 
cued fto;n the wretchednefe in which I am 
fo ftrahgely left.— A train of pious miifing 
then folemni2;ed her thoughts, and led her 
from fcenes of human woe to future fe- 
licity,. 

Loft in her meditations, (he was become 

^Imoft infenfible to the prefent objeds, 

wh^n a loud clai\king, as of (haken ar*^ 

: .- mour^ 
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mour, echoed through the vault. She 
ftarted, and looking round, perceived qa 
the ground a folded parcel, and fomething 
that glittered. They had been thrown 
through the aperture; (he halleaed to take 
them up, and found a long fujcoat, fuch 
as worn by warriors when the weather is 
inclement, and a helmet without the bear- 
er; a mantling^f purple (ilk was faftened 
to the otfque ; and as (he took it up, (h« 
difcerned written on the infide of the vizcM*,^ 
*^ Truft once more— the Lady Editha is 
fafe— .-to-night at midnight wear the cloke^ 
and hekiiet, and wait at the door of thf 

ceu;* 

Yesf Heaven prote6:s ust exclahned 
the tranfported L^ohida — thou art fafe my 
beloved partner!. — the generous unknown 
will reftore me to ihee.. — With more im^ 
patience than (he had ever experienced be* 
fore, (he waited for the appointed hpur. 
She knew the time ot night by the watchs- 
ilrord of the centijaels; but long betore 

qcudnight 
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ttiidniglit (he arrayed herfelf in the fur- 
coat, and placed the helmet on her head, 
folding the mantling over her face. She 
had juft finifhed her difguife when the twi- 
light that glimmered through the cell gave 
notice ihat her lamp was expiring. She 
gazed wilhfuUy, yet without regret, on 
the fading light, and had fcarcely fecured 
her little hare beneath her furcoat when 
the laft flalh of the lamp danced on the 
walls. Impenetrable gloom, and filence un- 
broken, now reigned in thefe remote vaults. 
She fat doVirn near the door of the cell^ 
carcfiiUy liftcning to catch the diftant foot^ 
fteps. She waited l6ngin vain — at length 
flie thougl^t a hoiiow echo ran along tho 
vaults J it drew nearer, and the tread of 
ibme one approaching was diflinguidiable. 
The bolts of the door moved ; it opened, 
and Leofrida beheld a Knight with hi& 
■vizofdown, bearing in one hand a torch. 
He made a profound obeifance, without 
fpeaking, and lifted his hand as a (ignal 
for her to follow. She obeyed. With 
courteous yet refpedtful care he removed 

eacU 
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each rough (lone that obllrufted the paC 
lage; and Leofrida fearlefsly trufted in the 
integrity of her guide. They pafled the 
vaults, afcended the lucceffivc flights of 
flairs, and gained the liule court which 
the captives crofled when they were con-r 
veyed to the cell. The ftrangcr here 
turned to a finall door that funk in the 
wall between two mafiy buttrciTes. Ha 
unclofed it, and Leofrida with tranfport 
beheld by the light of his torch the moun*-. 
tains, the tangled bufhes, and rockyv 
ground that lurrounded the caftle* The. 
Knight carefully £si(lened the door^ ^di 
advancing towards the mountains, begged: 
Leofrida, in a low voice, to difplace die 
mantling of her helmet, fo that the creft: 
might be difcerned. As. (he threw a look, 
of tranfport on the prifon from which Ihe-' 
was rcfcued, the dim figures of the centi- 
Dels moving on the turrets, gave her to, 
underftand the reafon of this precaution. 
She was, by the waving of the plumes oa* 
k^x cafque, to be taken for a Knig;ht, 
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The ftranger turned into a fmall thick^ 
el y he pafled haftily through it, and when 
they iffued into the more open fpace, the 
caftle was no more to be feen. Here they 
found waiting a Squire, with two horfesi 
on one Leofrida was placed, and the Knight 
mounted the other, giving the torch to 
the Squire. 

Leofrida, before (he afcended the fad- 
die, uncovered her little hidden favourite, 
and with grateful caiefles relud^ntly be*- 
flowed liberty as the reward of its fervice* 
Itflowly fkipped amid the bufhes, as if 
unwilling to be fo rewarded. The Knight 
in an attitude of delight had obCerved this 
aftion, and before the little creature re- 
treated, he took it in his arms, and feemed 
to thank it for the part it had borne in the 
deliverance of fo lovely a damfel. 

They rode fwiftly for fome time, wind- 
ing in oblique paths along the mountains. 
The roar of waves informed them they 
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were approaching the ocean ; and the hoofs 
of the fteeds foon began to fink in the fan- 
dy beach. At the diftance of a few paces 
appeared a rudely built cabin, beneath the 
flielter of a little clufter of pine and juni^ 
per trees. The Knight here difinounted^ 
and affifting Leofrida to do the fame, 
pointed to the cottage^ as if that was the 
period of her journey. 

By what name mull I befeech Heavea 
to reward my deliverer ? faid die in a gen- 
tle tone. He feemed to hefitate for feme 
time. — If the Lady Leofrida (hall deiga 
to remember one who deems it glory to 
have ferved her, replied he, recoiled mc 
by the name of the Knight of the White 
Hare, So faying, he mounted his fteed, 
and continued without moving, till Leo- 
frida arrived at the cabin ; then, haftily 
retreating, followed by his Squire, he en- 
tered a neighbouring thicket^ and was 
&en no more. 

CHAE- 
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CHAP. VIIL 



• The pilgrim's ftaff he borei 



And ^'d the fcailop od his hat before. 

Farnel* 

T EOFRIDA gazed after her deliverer; 
■^^ and filently addrefling to Heaven and 
to him a prayer of gratitude, (he tapped 
gently at the door of the cabin. It was 
opened by a cleanly peafant. She entered, 
and found herfelf in the arms of the Lady 
Editha. The tranfports of the meeting 
at length gave way to enquiry j and Leo* 
frida was going to learn the caufe of her 
ftrange retention in the vault, when the 
appearance of the aged Mortimer awoke 
her to new wonder aqd delight. The good 
old man exprefled hi^ joy at feeing her, 
with more tears than words. Venerable 
and faithful friend^ cried flie^ it is thou 

tha$ 
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that haft refcued us ! — He has, indeed, 

been the principal inftrument of our deli* 

very, iaid the Lady Editha. She 'then 

related. That Mortimer, fulpicious that 

fome evil hung over the ladies, after their 

departure from the caftle, fccretly de- 

' parted ; and, difguifed in the habnt of a 

peafant, traced them to the caftle of the 

Baron de Lacy. He lurked in the envi*- 

rons of the caftle, hiring himfelf as aflift- 

ant to a wood-cutter. One day as he was 

returning* from his labour, with a burden 

of wood on his flioulders, overcome with 

fatigue, he fell beneiuh his load. A 

knight pafled by, in his way to the caftle, 

who,with the moft condefcendingcourtefy, 

offered his affiftance. • Something inte- 

i'efting in the countenance of the old man, 

drew from the illuftrious ftranger many 

queftions. His anfwers throwing ftill 

^ore myftery over his ftory, the interro- * 

gatories were purfued till, allured by the 

United dignity and fweetnefs of tlie 

Granger's manner, -Mortimer difclofed the 

captivity 
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Captivity of the two ladies in the neigh- 
bouring caftle. The knight ftarted, and 
fliuddered as he mentioned the Baron de 
Lacy. No ! cried he at length, ftarting 
from his muling, they (hall be relcued.— 
Duty and Honour, why .are you at vari- 
ance? — He faidnomore; but appointed 
Mortimer to meet him the next evening 
on the fame fpot ; referving to himfelf the 
"difcovering in what part of the caftle the 
captives were confined. 

Mortimer, exulting in the fortunate 
circumftance .that had prefented to him 
fo valuable and powerful an afliftant, was 
faithful to the hour. The knight, who 
concealed his name and rank, arrived 
foon after, bearing in his hands a white 
liare, round whofe neck was fufpended a 
folded paper* 

He bade Mortimer follow him to a fpot 
at fome ftiprt diftance from the caftle 
walls, where, removing fome briars, hje 

VOL. !• M let 
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let down the little meflenger. The next 
night the ftranger and Mortimer dropped 
the fcaling ladder in the vault ; when, as 
Lady Editha had reached the aperture 
and placed her foot on the ground, feveral 
valfals of the Baron ruQied forth from the 
adjacent grove, and, in the name of their 
lord, commanded the kni^t to defift. 
In a tone of authority, he bade them 
keep oiF; but on the Baron's name being 
repeated a fecond time, he feemed to 
ftart; and they holding him back by 
force, drew up the ladder. Mortimer, in 
the mean time, with the rapidity of an 
aftiye youth, conveyed the Lady Editha 
away; and was loft from the purfuit of 
the Baron's people by the windings of the. 
thick groves that over fpread the foot of the 
mountains. 

The adventure of the fucceeding night 
difcovered the unwearied zeal of the un- 
known knight, in the generous tafk of 
jefcuing the ilUiftrious captives. 

The 
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The refcued ladies poured forth their 
ardent benedidtions on the generous 
ftranger ; and rejoicing in the faithful care 
of the good Monimer, debated on what 
path they (hould now purfue to fecure 
themfelves from the further vengeance of 
the Baron de Lacy, 

The cabin of the peafant, who was. 
the wood-cutter to whom Mortimer en- 
gaged himfelf as an afliftant, could not' 
poflibly afford them flielter longer thaa 
that night* 

Where (hould we fly, faid the Lady 
Editha, but to our rightful protedor, the 
Ear! of Lenox ? 

A glance of difapprobation and diftrufl: 
fliot acrofs the features of Mortimer. 
Safety is not to be fought in Britain/ 
replied he with a heavy ligh. What! 
ihall we fly (cried Leofrida, fugitives 
unknown, and debafed) from our coun- 
« a try. 
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try, from our lawful proteftors, and our 
home? — Your home! gentle Lady, re- 
turned he widi a deeper fob — there reign* 
tumult, and perchance treafon. Then 
let us fly to Sigefert, refumed Leofrida, 
to bretagne. — The idea ftruck the Lady 
Editha. She hefitated. But to rove,, 
cried (he j to ramble unattended—— 

At the laft word, a glance of refpeftful 
attachment from the venerable Mortimer 
reproved her regret. Deign, moft unfor- 
tunate Lady, faid he, to accejit at leaft 
one, though a poor and feeble fervant. 
. Not even the toil and dangers of foreign 
fojourners (hall now feparate me from ferv- 
ing, from guarding you, far as the litde 
ftrength Nature fliall allow. 

The Lady Editha wept at this difinter* 
cfted afFeftion ; and Leofrida rejoiced in 
the proteftion of this reverend adherent 
of th-^ family, while (h^ fighed that his 
9ge (hoUid lofe the comforts of a home, 

and 
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and the folace that declining years de- 
mand. With the invention that ever 
prompts the ideas of bufy youth, Leo- 
frida now refolved various fchemes for 
' their fafety. Beneath the habit of pil- 
•grims, faid (he, (hall we not be at once 
free froni fufpicion and infuk ? The 
thought pleafed the Lady Editha. And 
I, faid Mortimer, will ferve you in the 
fame difguife. — No time was to be loft; 
•and this plan was inftantly refolved on. 
The peafent, whofe fidelity could be 
relied on, was difpatched to procure 
'habits. 

The Lady Editha reminded Leofrida 
that her mother was the daughter of a 
noble family in Brctagne, and that the 
Earl of Pontoife was her brother; though. 
from fome private differences, no inter- 
courfe had been kept up. Yet he will 
•not furely refufe to proted the daughter 
of his fifter, when circumftances fo unfor- 
tunate chace her ftom her native country, 
a 3 Thither 
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Thither we will fly ; and dlfguifed' as 
female pilgiims, we fliall efcape the pur- 
fuit cf the Baron de Lacy, whofc tena- 
cioulhcfs of his rights will not fail to in- 
iligate his vengeance on difcovering the 
flight of his captives- Thus refolved, 
they comnaitlecl t hem fclves to Providence, 
and prepared to brave all the dangers of 
rtheir unavoidable exile. 

The beautiful form of the yotlng and 
graceful Leofrida was now arrayed in a 
coarie grey garment ; her foft hair was 
tcund up in a Clken net, and conceal^ 
cd by the pilgrim's hat, which was de- 
corated only by the fcallop-flielU Her 
graceful hand bore the ftafF of pilgrimage; 
and a fmall crofs of ivory was fuft:)ended 
round her neck. The Lady Editha wore 
the fame drefs; and the venerable figure 
of Mortimer adorned with the ftriAeft 
propriety the habiliments of one refigned 
to'purpofes of piety. 
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'Rie gallant unknown had not left his 
generous deed imtperfedt* He had pre- 
pared a filial] vefl'jl, which, under pre- 
text of taking a long Killing vayage, was 
to lee fail for Brecagne. 



*t>" 



Having rewarded the pcafant with 
twenty marks for his fervice, they pro- 
ceeded the fucceeding day to the ftiore* 

The Ifghdy armed fliallop was moored 
near the cabin; the refigned, yet peniSve 
exiles^ dropt on their much-loved fliore 
^ filent tear; and embarking, fought to 
hope for that refuge in a diftant, land 
which their own country fo cruelly denied. 

The veffel, which was manned with 
only a few failors^ and commanded by a 
perfon or a refpedable -appearance, fee 
fail. The Lady Editha, who now found 
that her life was became a fucceflion of 
fevere trials, fiipported herfelf with all the 
fortitude her feeble efforts could fupply. 

G 4 3he 
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She leaned on the arm of Leofrida^who 
as the light keel cleft the curling lurface 
of the green waves, fighed and gazed on 
the retreating land. She watched it as it 
funk ftiU lower and lower, as if anxious 
to fnatch the precious objeft from the de- 
vouring fea. The fcattered cabins on .the 
Ihore were now loft to the eye ; the tufted 
groves were longer difcernible on the 
mountains ; even they, at length, blended 
into the mifty mafs, and a ftfeak of dim-^ 
mer blue only divided the fky from the 
ocean. This too difappeared ; and theif 
beloved, their native land, was now com^ 
pletely buried from the fight of the exiks. 

The pure breeze that fkimmed over the 
tranquil expanfe of fea, exhilerating to 
thofe whofe lungs had long enfefled the 
damp air of a fubterranean cell; the 
memory of Sigefert and his friend; the 
idea that they were now approaching the 
land that held them, revived and confpled 

tha 
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the Lady Editha s while Leofrida exulted, 
even to traafport. 

In two days the hazy coaft of Bretagne 
was feen to ikirt the borders of the main^ 
The pilot was direded not to land at 
Brcft, but to put into fome unfrequented 
port^ to avoid difcovery ; it being the in- 
tention of the- ladies to piirfue their jour- 
ney to the domains of the Earl of Pon-« 
loife, under the pretence of being pilgrims^ 
who had nmde a vow of pilgrimage to. 
the. (hrine of Saint Ancoine. 

The veflel was now driven into a finalL 
creek, where a hamlet of filhermens huts,. 
^d the humble (tore-houfesof inferior- 
merchants,^ were dignified with, the name- 
of a port. It was eariy in the day wheat 
tjie exiles landed. After, offering to the.> 
commander of the (hip a. valuable gra-- 
fuity, which, he rcfpecflfully declined ac- 
cepting, ^Iie wanderers, re|)ored a few 
ligurjs in the. cleanly hut of a fiihernian.! 
c. 5 ,, Hexfe 
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Here Mortimer flored his fcrip with plaiA 
but wholefome food ; and prepared mulea 
for their journey^ 

They fet forward, intending to reach 
a village^ at the diflance of a league^ before 

night.. 

Fearing to procure a guide, tdl their 
coiirfe might the more eafily be traced,^ 
they afked diredions concerning the route 
through the villages; which were given 
with fucli clearnefs, that they imagined 
it would be impoflible to midake their 
Kvay» 

They advanced for a confiderable time,. 
till the path became intricate, from being; 
interfcdted by crofs ways. Of this fpot 
they had been warned, and directed to 
purfuc that track which afcended a little 
ridge of loamy rock.. The acclivity was. 
gcnilc at firft, but rifmg high as it ad* 
^ancedj^ and becoming narrow,, the tra- 

xeUerjsk 
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vellers were unwilling to truft to the feet 
■of their mules; and turning, tried to 
keep the fame direftion on the lower 
ground : their fears betrayed them ; and 
this little deviation, after they had pro- 
ceeded near a quarter of a league, waa^ 
found to have bewildered ihem far fron^ 
their right way. Th^ir friiitlefs attempts- 
to regain the path wafted fo much time,, 
that with alarm they beheld! the gentle 
fading of the' eaftern fky foretei the 
ftealing advance of twilight. Fearful of 
being Lft in a ftrange land, fer from 
human habitation, they haftened on, tho* 
unacquainted with the road ; purfjing 
a track that appeared mofl ufed. The 
direftion they thus took winded, afrer 
many crooked ftrctches, up a rough knoll;. 
near whofe fummit it entered a thick, 
grove of pine trees. They pierced through: 
the entangled boughs, and with diaiculty 
difcerned the path, now perplexed, with* 
underwood. 

•^& The 
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The twilight deepened ; and 'when Hkey 
iffued from the thicket, the obfcuririg 
haze of eveDing had blended into one htie 
the various tinis of Naturew 

A fpacious plain now extended' before 
them. A confufed murmur from afar 
feemed to moan hollow in the air ; and 
pale dancing lights,^ as of moving tapers^ 
^ere feen in feveral parts of the phun. 

The wanderers ftarted;. yet cuiiofityr 
led them fome paces &rther.. Tl^cy diC- 
tinguiOi^ by the light (hat flafhed on the^ 
white canvas, tents that feemed like the 
ipelics of an encampment ;. and perceived 
dim moving figures pais to and fioo, bearing 
to the yet remaining pavilions the bodies, 
of their flaughtered friends. The waver- 
M^g gleams of the tapers, ftriking on thcic 
cafques, (hewed them to be warfiiors.. 



-Aalpafs'd 
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'Milk 
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^MM biilnil and bought, treoch'd ki tfae heatli 

-belo^ ; - 

Wbcrp, likea.neft of night-worms, did tbey glitter^. 
SpriakHng^tbe plain with brigbtneis. 

TPeiTor and wondier feized: the perpiexed 
|)ilgrims. They now difcernfid parties ia 
the diflanc ground, beyond the teats,, 
purfiHug others, while here and there at 
Solitary banner waved; dimly in the gloom^ 

Leofrida, iirfpired by youfliful curiofity,. 
advanced a fiew paces before her compa- 
Bions, towards the more- opea fummit o£ 
rfie hilL As (hfr ^flopped her mule ta 
gaze rounds a party of the fugitives,, 
wheeling rapidly £ound, approached tha 
afcent ; feeking feelter by afcending^ 
among the thick buihes that clothed its; 
fide, they were chaced by a fingle warrior 
on foot, " The affrighted damfel. retreated ;, 
and joinmg hep tiembling companions,, 
they tried to make their way out of the. 
thicket 5 but fearing to encounter the 

defeated 
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defeated foldiers, after haftening back s- 
few paces, they alighted from theii* mules, 
and, beneath the thick Ihadow" of the 
pines, waited rill all fliould be filent. The 
feeble Lady Editha, wearied with the fa- 
' tigues of her journey, yet patiently fuffer- 
insr thefe new difaftjers, lat down on the 
ground, leaning |her liead on the (houlder 
of Leoftida; whiie the feithful Mortimer 
flood ceniinel by the fide of the mules. 
Thev heard a loud noife, like the rally- 
ing Ihout of fiigitivet turnii^g od their 
purfuers -y it lalled but a few nio.Dents ; and 
the ruftling of perfons brtifliing through 
the brambles, fuccefided. 

An unbroken fiTence now rdgned ^and, 
after an interval of near a quarter of an 
hour, the agile Leofrida fprung forward 
to oblerve if they might venture ta pro- 
ceed. She ilepped foftly to the open part 
- of the hill, to which {he had' before ad- 
: yanced: (he found with furprife that the 
ground,^ before, dry, was now moift. Her 
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feet ilided da the ilippery foil, and (he 
ihuddered while the yet remains of twi- 
light difcovered that (he trod m blood. 
A feeble groan at this inftant was breathed 
irom among the hufhes on the left hand* 
She loojced and difcerned the armed hand 
of a warrior ftretched on the ground^ 
the other parts of che figure being coa- 
c^ealed^ 

A fh'riek from Leofrida called the Ladf 
Editha and Mortimer to the fpot. They 
ftarted as they furveyed the bloody- 
ground and the extended arm, and. flood, 
in filent fufpenfe^ till a fecund groan, fo* 
low as fcarcely to be heard,, roufed th^m^ 
from theii: muling. 

Terror now in fome meafure' gave way 
to compaffion; and Mortimer approach- 
ing the fpot whence the groans proceed-, 
ed, gently feized' the arm, and perceived . 
the figure of a warrior nearly dead. With 
jouch difficulty he tenderly lifted him. to* 

the; 
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die more ^pen fpace, and caifing his bead, 
Supported him m his arms. Now^ more 
dian ever, tbey bewailed the want of 
iight^ to aiiift the unfonunate knight, 
whom they cot Id perceive dill to bleed. 
Leofirida foftly tried to raife the hekaec 
of the warrior^ As (he placed her hand 
gendy on the cords that laced it to the 
heaci, a low hollow voice from the vizor 
painfully gafpcd, O! Sigefert, I have 
Bot deferred thee ! — ^Her hand dropped— 
Oiberne ! exclaimed they all in one voice. 

The Lady Edicha. lunk on the ground, 
and Lcofrida, quivering with agitation, 
•nd furprife, aflMUng Moniiner to lift t\p 
the helmet, Qie diftinguiihed plainly,, 
through the gloom, features fo weU. 
known— features o£ the friend of her 
brother^ 

The Iblitarynefs of the place, the ftill 
hour, and the obfcurity of the ad>rancing 
«ight, concurred to pcrpl^ the unfonu-. 

lUtQr 
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natc wanderers; while keen agony for the 
lituarion of the brave youth, and dif- 
trading apprehenfions for Sigefert, con- 
fiifed all their movements. How to guard 
the little life that yet animated the friend, 
thus ftrangely met, they knew not. Mor- 
timer propofed that they (hould endeavour 
to convey him to the tents they had de- 
fcryed at a diftancej and cautioned the 
ladies not to difcover themfelves. 

The good old *man had juft raifed OC- 
berne from the ground, and tottering 
ben^th his burden, was conveying him to 
his mule, when three or four foldiers, 
carrying a torch, haftily afcended the hilU 
They approached the fpot where the wan- 
derers ftood, and haftening towards Mor- 
timer, in a courteous tone, defired him 
to yield to them the wounded knight. 
iVhoareyou? faid the fearlefs Mortimer-—^ 
tell; for if ye be foes to this wretched 
knight, ye Ihall flay me, aged as I am,, 

beforQ 
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before he fliall be delivered into yomr 
hands. 

We are his friends j his faithful fol- 
dicrs, replied they. We have fought 
this bloody day iind^rihe banners of tke 
Earl of Albemarle. ^^^**^^x-^ 

^■^*- 

The name of the Earl of AUxanai^c 
ftrnck ftill deeper anxiety intQ the br«ii|i 
of Leofrida, who f^ood near Ofb^rne* 
O Sigefert, my brother \ exclaimed Ihe 
in an agony ; and gafping with trembling 
]ips» aiked a thoufand confufed quefliohsl 
of die fuldiers, wliich were not anfwered.. 

Mortimer now refigned his burden to 
the ibldiers ; and, as they bore the knight 
hartily away, he poirefled fufRcient rccol« 
lection to aik them, where be could find 
a fafe (heker for two female pilgrims.— 
They will be feciire in the Earl's Kent, 
returned they. Follow us ; we will guide 

yoa 
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you thither. The trembling ladies mount- 
ed their mules in hafte : eager to follow 
Ofberne, and learn tidings of Sigefert^ 
fatigue and terror were loft in tender 
anxieties. Vhe foldiers finding they 
could not bear the fainting wanrior m 
their arms without rankhng his wounds, 
flopped on the fummit of the hill, and,, 
with alercnefs, not wonderful in thofe 
whofe martial life expofes them to ur- 
gencies, tore oiF fome branches from the 
pines, and wove them into a kind of 
litter. On this they placed the youth^ 
•who had now relapfed into a ftate of 
infenfibility, and llowly proceeded down 
the afcent, followed by Mortimer and ih^ 
. diftreffed ladies. 



V 



They took a crofs diredion, wheeling 
to the right fide of the plain, to avoid the 
.ftragglers of the enemy's routed forces 5;, 
and m a» fhort time ajrived at the Earl'si 
lent, 

CHAP. 
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Hark !-.-hc«rd yc notyon fbotftcps drejid^ 
That fhook the earth with thimd'Hog tread ?- 
•Twaa D£ATH.-*-lnhaftc 
The warrior pafsM; 
High tower'd his helmed head : 

I marked hit mail, 1 marked hit ftield, 
2 ipy'd the fparkliog of his fpear, 

I faw his giant arm the faulchioo wieU; ' 
Wide wav*d the bickering bkde» and fill*d th«^ 
angry air. 

$99g rf ibe Cborns tmCmrmBscms^ 

'TpHE pavilion appropriated to Ac Earl 
* was ftiU entire, though the flymg 
enemy had in their retreat deftroyed many 
of the other tents. 

The Earl, with the fedate moderatkm 
of a generous vi&or, \i-as giving offder^ fiwr 
Ae ca-^e of the wounded^ when Ofbeme 
^As boriic into the tent. Heroic youth! 

cxdumed 
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exclaimed he, thy firft glories have beea 
dearly bought. Mortimer, who followed 
the foldiers into the Earl's prefence, now 
fupplicated his protection for two female 
Pilgrims who had miflaken their. way; 
judging it prudent to conceal their real 
names. A feparate tenr was courteoufly 
allotted for their reception, and the re- 
frelhment prefented to* them the befl that 
the lately defolated camp afforded. 

Apprehenfions too keen for the fate of 
their beloved Sigeferr, forbade them to re- 
gard the calls of hunger and fatigue. 
They again difpatched Mortimer to the 
Earl with enquiries. 

I loft fight of that intrepid young war- 
rior, replied the Chief, in. the heat of the 
combat, and have not been able, notwith- 
ftanding the moft diligent fearch, to hear 
more of him. This anfwer was a fatal 
ftroke to the defponding females. Perhaps, 
cxclaiaKd Leofrida, he now lies hid among 

the 
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the flain. She ftarted as (he (poke, and 

with an impulfe nearly involuntary, fpriing 

to the door of the tent. She gazed on the 

dreadful fcene that on all fides prefented 

itfelf ; and fcarcely confcious what fhe did, 

her whole foul being prepoffefled with the 

image of Sigefert dead, or dying among 

the mangled bodies, (he ftepped^forward 

on the plain. The watchful Mortimer 

fnatched up a torch and followed, while 

the diftraded Lady Editha lay fludtuating 

between life and death. Leofrida, regard-? 

lefs of the care ot the faithful Mortimer, 

bounded lightly over the ground, though 

her feet, defended only by the Pilgrim's 

landals, frequently ftumbled on fplinters 

of lance beams. At a ftiort diftance (he 

defcried through the darknefs rifing heaps 

of flain, and haftily bent her way towards 

them, infpired by the horrid furmife that 

bewildered her fenfes. A few difmembered 

bodies intercepted her which had fellen in 

the outer ranks, where the fight was lefs 

Airious. A fevered arm^ now crofled h^r 



I 
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patli; now a headieCs crank. She (hud- 
dered, but proceeded tiil Mortimer's torch 
flaflied on a hel-net that lay diitant from 
any other of the relics tliat flrewed the 
field. Darting her eye on the creft, and 
trembUng left the fliould delcry fome well- 
known device, fne raifed it from the 
ground ; the vizor was bft, and as fhe 
looked on the c.afque, ihe perceived with 
iinfpeakable dread, that it contained a hu- 
man head, though mangled and defaced. 
Her hand involuntarily dropped the horrid 
burden, and (he turned with revolting 
horror from the fight, though yet unable 
to Icafn from the bruifed and bloody hel- 
met, the truth or fahhood of her agoniz- 
ing fufpicions. She flood now a while in 
fpeechlefs flupbr, wildly watching the dim 
figures that here and there palTed between 
ithe hdaps of flain ; fome holding a lamp 
neaT the ground, as if willing to difco- 
ver the features of a friend, or much-loved 
relation; fome dragging from the bleeding 
mafle's " the disfigured form they now 
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fcarcely rccognifed, to beftow on it the laft 
(ad rite of a ftolen grave. Others were 
aftually employed in fcooping in the mois- 
tened foil this laft receptacle of the human 
frame; ufing, inftead of a mattock, the 
fr^ment of a broken buckler, the head of 
a lance, the beam of a Ihaftered ftandard, 
or any other relic of the battle that lay 
near. 

Roufed by the voice of Mortimer, Leo* 
frida ftarted from her reverie, and purfued 
her way with frantic fteps towards the heaps 
of bodies which (he had firft obferved. 
Low groans tranfpired from thefe hillocks 
of flain, as if breathed by fome wretch 
not yet expired, and imprifoned in a tomb 
of dead. — She flarted ; (he fighed as the 
fymptom of unaided mifery caught her 
ear; (he advanced to the pile, and laid a 
trembling hand on it, with the wild wilh 
of refcuing the buried fufferer from. hi| 
lepulchre. Mortimer now drew nigh— 
ihey lifUned to hear whether the groan 
L\ . would 



tttE KNIGHT*. f4^ 

teq^iild be repeated. All was ftill. They 
gently difplaced the firft corpfe, when a 
fob, painfully breathed, again was heard. 
Urged by the generous impulfe of com- 
paflion, Mortimer now exerted all his 
ftrength, and removed feveral bodies^ when 
gently lifting up one that lay beneath, he 
found, by the faint ftruggle of the arms,, 
that it ftill lived. He foftly extended it 
on the foil.-^Leotrida, with a tremulous 
hand lifted up the torch, which (he had 
^recSted in the moift earth, to furvey the 
wretched warrior thus (hatched from a 
couch formed of the mangled trunks of his 
fellow-foldicrs. 

He was a youth, and armed only as 
lliield-bearer; his face was mangled ; and 
Mortimer wiping off the blood with the 
border of his veft, difcovered that it was 
Conftantine, the youth whom Sigefert had 
feledled for his Squire, 

VOL. I. H Leofrida 
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Leofrida felt a mournful tranfport that 
ihe had thus been the means of faving one 
dear to her brother — but where was thssi 
brother? While the languid youth ^as 
fupportcd by Mortimer, (he eagerly en- 
quired after his matter; but he was either 
infenfible, or too weak to anfwer. Mor- 
timer, calling to two foldiers who were at 
a fmall <Jiftance fcooping a (hallow grave, 
orcqueftcd their affiftance to bear the faint- 
ing youth to his tent. They cheerfully 
obeyed; and Leofrida hoping to hear fome 
tidings of her brother from his Squire, 
flowly followed with her aged guard. 

As they drew nigh the camp they per- 
ceived a light within the area before a fmall 
tent, round which a party of foldiers 
feemed bufily employed. Their way lying 
.near the fpot, they difcovered that the con- 
tented veterans, after their toilfome day, 
were preparing their frugal repaft. The 
Earl, who was a true warrior, accuftomed 
his troops to that cheerful accommodation 

to 



*0 circumftances, and contempt of hard- 
ships which charaftcrifc the bold foldier. 
Each carried his Ktde ftore on his back, 
confifling of a bag of meal, which on a 
thin plate of iron he could foon bake into 
Ksakcs in the open fields. With like expe* 
dition he prepared his meat, killing and 
cooking it as his need requixi^d. The 
fmall party near whom Leofrida paffed, 
having ikun a goat, had^ as was their cuf« 
torn, flayed it^ and placingthe ikin, hang- 
ing in form of a bag, on fome flakes ereded 
in the ground, they kindled a fire beneath, 
^and made it ferve as a cauldron for boiling 
the fevered quarters of the flefh. They 
were watching with the keen regard oi 
liunger their frugal provifion, and recalling 
the events of the combat from which they 
^ere now repofing. 

Leofrida was pafling haftily by, Vrhen aft 

the voices all eagerly tried to recount fome 

fcrave aftion, they caught her involuntary 

•ear.— A fiercer battle our brave leader 

H 2 never 
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never fought, (aid' one — and never was 
more boldly fupported by his foldiers, faid 
another. A glorious day was this to thofe 
who never before broke a lance. True, 
faid a third, and our young heroes verified 
it : I fought near that ftripling the Baron 
-de Claire. — Leofiida now bounded nearer 
thegroupe. 

^ He fou^it, contihued the fame voices 
Jike an old verenui, whofe body was more 
hardened by fcars than mail^ not like an 
inexperienced boy^ as he really is* For 
my part, had the javelin that pierced his 
hauberk and wounded his (boulder, run 
through my body, and left him unhurt to 
purfue his bold exploits, I (hould have 
thought.my life had lafted long enough.— 
Leofrida would now have ruftied through 
the circle, but Mortimer, judging they 
(hould gain more intdligence if die fol- 
dier related his tale uninterrupted, held 
Jjer back. 

Could 
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Could you not difcover, afked thd voice 
tSiat {poke: firft, the caufe of his ftrange 
difappearance from the field?— I kept.clofe 
by him, replied the firft fpeaker, who was 
an old foldier, for his ardour animated my 
own : though I muft confcfs it fometimes 
feemed a little too like rafhnefs, while the 
fearlefs youthj, his companion (for where 
one raifed his arm tlie other wets fure to do 
the fame) with equal bravery was more 
cu'cumfped. As he ruQied amid the 
thickeft ranks of the enemy's fopt, a fmall. 
detachment of them wheeling rapidly 
.round aflailed him behind with Ihort jave- 
Kns; then, as if (truck with a panic, the 
foremoft in the party retreated haftily, and 
apparently fled. The impatient youth, 
roufed by the outrage, and unaccuftomej 
to the ftratagems of war, purfued jthem— ^ 
the remainder of the party followed, in- 
tending to clofe him in, but their defign 
was fruftraredby the young CXberne^ who q 
fmgle arm braved their numbers, and gave 
time to his friend to purfue the unwarlike 
H 3 cowards 



150 ' THE K«IGHT9^ 

cowards unmoIefted« The fecond partj" 
was chaced by this intrepid youth to lii6r 
hill, from whence we have jufl conveyed 
him, 1 fear mortally wounded by the fiigl«i 
tives, who there rulhed back on him/ The^ 
young Baron has not fince been heard of;, 
and, perhaps, concluded the foldier witE 
a heavy (igh, this manoeuvre of the foe bs^ 
proved a fimre to him«c 

The fatal tale was now completely told,, 
and Leofrida, more diftrafted than ever 
with her furmifes, was affifted by Mortis 
mer into the tent where they had left the 
Lady EcStha. They related to her in few. 
words what they had overheard •. She (bed 
a torrent of unavailing tears,, and pointing^ 
to feme lances erefted in the ground, in- 
formed them that they were it? SigefertV 
tent. This circumftance redoubled theii3^ 
keen ariilety, which was heightened by the 
melancholy ftate of Ofberne. 

Tb« 
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The wanderers, now more wretched 
than ev^r, confulced whether^chey fhould 
reveal themfelves to the^Earl. His attach* 
ment to thp bdoved Sigefert, and his 
friendly difpofition towards his fiuuily^ 
feemed to favour their difcovery^ as a 
means of providing themfefves a fure pro* 
teftion» They therefore refolvcd to de* 
mand an audience on ther morrow ^ and^ 
revealing their rank, requeft him to con«^ 
¥ey them fafe to the chateau of the Count 
de Pontoife. 

Accordingly in the morning Mortimer 
was fent to the Marefchal, to inform him 
the two ftrangers he had generoufly fliel- 
tered requefted to return him their acknow- 
ledgments. A Page accompanied him 
back, to introduce them to the EarKs pavi- 
lion. As they entered, the firftobjea that 
ftruck their eyes was the pale, fainting^ 
form of Ofberne, extended on a couch,, 
by which the Marefchal with tender foli- 
eitude was fitting. The aged Mortimer, 
K 4 unknown. 
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unknown to the ladies, had pafled iRe- 
night by the fide of ihe youth whom he 
loved with ihc affealon of a parent, buti 
frrhorc to dilclofe how near to hira wer(^ 
pcrlbns he fo much revered. 

Hie youth raifing his head at the ap* 
jSro;:ch of ftrangcrs, threw ms lang«d 
ryes on the fair Pilgrim. He ffarted, and 
wiih an cflrrt uhich his feeble ftrength 
Irarce allowed, hurled himfe^f from the 
Tinuh. ** Siderofn-jy t-igefert/'-'tirTed he 
f.U:Vily; but the falrcring tonguccould ar- 
«iv i:luo no more. The Mafcfchaf, aRo- 
!>illKtl at the exclamation and asr»tatioir of 
Or^crne, ga.:cvl in wonceron thcftrangers,, 
aiul cou:uoully accolled thetn^ 

A n^cvrrtl: gre.r^r-: p:illcd bcrweca 
:^ r t.ic;tl<. The your-i, uhotc impa- 

tit i-x inic ::-e d i^ver^ J co the EoH the 
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#lule he promtfed that proteftion; which 
^n heroic mind is ever ready to afford t(x 
the female and. the tinfortunate,. mingled 
his regret with their tears for the. fate; of 
the young Baron.- >. 

. . Next . to your : brave Sigefert, . faicj thc^ 
Marcfclial, this Valuable yputh will h^ 
CKerth^hin .my;efte?ai- ; .Tli^y'- haye* mi 
deed, began- the j^wfcgr qf jglory as, fon;ie 
would .deem it hotjour to end it. . . ; - 

The pale countenance Qf Ofberne was 
animated by a grateful emotion at this de- 
Jicate: praife^r— And now, young warrior, 
•continued the Earl, as I left'thQ device of 
knighthdoki to be attained by ysour ow^ 
deferts when I enrolled you beneat<h my 
bannersj your firft adlions (hall confer th^ 
emblem, 'This day you have ditlilngilifl)- 
ed yourfelf by a virtuq not alwa^ys the partr 
ner of courage. . 

; " . MS. .•• " • - I^et- 



Let the lion*s mane that forms the creit 
cf your hehnet, wave over a iiiver dove^ 
Aus uniting, as your deeds verify. Valour 
and Gentle NESS. And to make the device 
more dear to the heart of a Knight, added 
the Earl, let fome favour from the hand of 
a revered Lady ennoble it.— Then addreff- 
ing Leofrida, Beilow this favour, lovely 
damfel, continued he, on the chofen friend; 
of your brother. Thefe two heroes hava 
united in a fraternity,, and are in more re- 
fpeds than as an- order of chivalry, Gom- 

^ANIONS IN AilMS.. 

0(beme^. who received the generous^ 
praife of the Earl' with unafluming modef-^ 
ty, felt a faint glow fteal acrofs his features, 
ftt the laft part of his fpeech j and turning, 
a folicitous, yet refpedtful look on Leo- 
frida, he ftretehed out his feeble arm, and! 
jpeaching his helmet, which lay nearj pre- 
fented it to her. She took it^ with a col-^ 
lefted air that dignified the unbidden 
blu(h fofteningonher cheeky and untying 

the. 



tEc-purpk ribbon that fufpended the little 
ivoiy crofs to her neck, (he bound it round: 
the cafque*— When you (hall again nieet 
. Sigefert, (aid (he, tears dropping on the 
belmet a$ (he returned k%^, may you parti 
BO more ! 

The gratefol youih kifled the precious, 
bandage. Never t Never! exclaimed he. ^ 
When this fillet (hall be torn from my hel- 
mety then (hall ii^ arm ceaTe to be raifed: 
by the fide of Sigefcrt. 

The ladies now biddings kind adieu to> 
0(bcrne, retired ;^ the Marefchal promifing 
the next day to fend a party, of his chofen 
luldiers to guide them to Chateau Pon- 
toife,.;at the (ametime expre(nng his ten-- 
der regret ait he danger of their paffing 
through a* province barra(re.d by hofti-^« 
Jities.. 

Leofrida,. when (be returned to the tent: 

appropriated for herfelf apd her compar- 

a-6 nion^, 
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hion, found that the remembrance of her 
loft brother conftalxtfy brought with it the 
image of the generous Ofbemc. His. 
graceful form, thelWeetitefs of his man- 
ners', which were dignified by the exalted 
fpirit that made itfelf vifible in all his> 
movements, were now the leaft part of his 
worth. His ardfent, yet fleady friendfeip;: 
his valour, unconquerabhe yet mild; and. 
the eafy modefty which denied not applaufc: 
with a falfe difBdence, but accepted it 
with a frank wifti to deferve it, were qua»-- 
litiesthat fpoke him worthy of the firft rank 
in that illuftrious ordri* whofe glory was to* 
unite the moft lofty viftaes with the fbftefl: 
graces that can adorn the Human heart, 

Admirati6n of heroic merifj with in-, 
creafed efteem for the amiable youth,'- ftote 
together into the gentle fdul^f Leofrida ; 
while veneration of her exalted graces had 
long ufurped the breaft of Oft)erne : Her, 
prefent peculiar fituation; a fiigitive from 
hermucH-loved^homes oppnefled, injured 

by. 
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t>y thole whofe duty (hould have obliged; 
them to proteft her;, the fufFerings fhe* 
h^d already oncoum^ered, aad nobly fup- 
ported, endeared her ftlli more to his fouL. 
Diffident, and confcious of his inferior 
rank, Ofberne would" frequently . ffart 
when thefweet image of Leofnda pictured 
itCelf ii his^bdfdjhi;. Rarik and Wealth b^l. 
long not tQ mq^ faid^tlie virtuous youth to 
hiinfelf; but. renown niay b^ purchafed Ijy 
deeds of glory^ and merit is the treafurcj 
gf the poor. 
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--*«« Foltiflima di piante antiche Qrrende» 
Che fpargon d* ogu^intorno ombra^fuoeftd* 

Nd^qui gregge od aripenti, a* pafc.hi^ a}('p(nbl^. . 
Guida bifolco mai, guida pailore: 
Ne V* cntra peregrin,, fe non finarrito^: ' 
Ma iunge paCTa^ e la^dimoftra a dtto. 

La GgRU8AJt£l«y|^ 

Trees old and horrid thidc befet the ground^ 
And ihed a dark portentous (hade around« 

Here never fhepherd guides his flocltto feed* 
INo herdfmen here their hungry oxen lead : ' 
No, Pilgrim enters, but, with ft?rtled eye 
And poifiting finger,, wheels and paiTes by« . 

/^ONSTANTINE was fufficiently re-^ 
^^ covered from the effefts of his wound: 
to anfwer the interrogatories of the impar- 
tient ladies, but could give no fatisfaftory 
reply to their e^er enquiries concerning 
his mafter... ^ , 



To lieave the camp without knowing^^ 
where or in what (Ituation was their beloir-f 
td Sigefert,. fecmed to the delicate affec-^ 
lion of hts aunt and* lifter^ a fpecies of 
tireadiefy ;, but to remain in a fcene of war 
and tumult was ftridlly improper. They 
pafled the night in fleeplefs anxiety, lotb^ 
to depart, yet fearful to ftayi. . 

Morning now gleamed on the fietdi. 
which was fcarcdy freed from its load of 
flain, wbea a party of chofen warriors pre- 
sented diemfelves before the tent to guide 
them to the chateau of die Count dcPouf^ 
t»ife, which was on the fartheft borders' of 
Bretagne. The Marefchal himfelf appeared 
to bid, them adieu j. but when itbey re- 
quefted to fee Ofberne, they were informed 
that he had:relapfedintoa.torpid ilate, and 
that a wound in his Ihoulder^ occalioned 
by thepointof afpear> now wore an alarin- 
ing appearance, and prevented him from 
fifting up his head. 

Leofrida,., 
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The idea of Leofrida and her feeble 
»con)paoioQ having iKen trufted to the 
g;uidance of a party which he could not 
commaod^ and traverfing a province dif^ 
trefied by hoflbile tumultSy. as he quitted 
the camp, and caft his eye over the country^ 
defolated by war, pained his bofom with a. 
keen regret. The faint ftreaks of fmoke. 
arifing from hamlets which the unautho- 
rifed rapine of the foldiers had pillagec^ 
and fired, alarmed and agonized hi& (bulk 
•—That way they paffed, he cried. ^.^ 

Then ftoppihg his flfeed, he was turn%^ 
ing his courfe to purfue. them, but thc^ 
calm recolledion that ever embraced the 
foul of (Xberne,. here checked him with 
the remembrance that the guards to whom 
they had been committed^ were faithfuL 
and tried : they would ftand as a bul- 
wark before the truft delivered to their, 
charge. The image of Sigefert now foleljr- 
engaged his thoughts, and he proceeded 
with fteady ardour in his expedition. 

He 



• He advanced firft to the little knoll to 
which he had purfued the fugitives by 
whom Sigefert was allured beyond the pre-, 
ain(^s of the field of battle.. The fpot in* 
which himfelf fuftaiiied the fevcre cohfli^ 
when they turned ftiort upon him, was ftill 
difcernible; and he (hiiddered when he 
beheld a yovmg wolf greedily champings 
grafs that was withered in the baked blood 
that perhaps had flowed frooa his ovfXk 
teins. 

He pafled on , eagerly enquiring of every 
peafant or paffengcr he met,, intelligence^^ 
which none could give. Many leagues; 
were trayerfed ere evening began to ap- 
pear, and the day had brought no occur- 
rence to the knight and his companion. 
They drew near the borders of the pro- 
vince;, and a few huts that fkirted the^^ 
boundaries warned the reludant Ofberne- 
ihat a (hort repofe was neceflary. . 

He advanced towards the fcJitary habi^ 

tatipns. 
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' ^Ta difficult vow, leaves me but little hope 
of being welcomed by thofe I loved. Yet^ 
added he, I behold thofe green fleps, 
which I framed with my own hand, ftill 
trimmed with care. 'Twas I who taught 
that vine, now too old to produce its wonted 
clufters, to twift kfelf through that lattice. 
Twas I that marked the limits of that 
Jittle garden. 

The good Pilgrim was proceeding in 

'noting every long-loft objedt, while a tear 

frequently trickled over the cockle- fhells 

that ftudded his cloke. Ofberne, with 

emotions of generous fympathy, liftened 

in relpe(5tful filence, wh^n fteps were heard 

within the Cottage. — I will conceal myfelf 

a while, faid the fage. — He had fcarcely 

fpok^n when the door was opened by a 

young ^^n, in homely but neat attire* 

The Pilg^^"^> with a courteous obeifance 

to th^ Knight, ftepped a few paces back. 

O/^^rne requefted an hour's repofe in the 

^otr^gc for himfelf arid his companion with 
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rations which flood unflieltered on rh<r 
fummit of a gentle hill, tip whofe afcerit 
neat flaps formed in the green fward, and 
covered carefully with fliaven turf, led to> 
the clean, yet rudely- built cottages.. 

Ofberne had gained the top of theaccKr- 
vity, leaving Conftantine with the fleeds^ 
while he requefled fome refrefliments,. 
when a venerable figure (whofe. liead 
ftooping over his long beard, declared the 
lafl flage of human exiflence) caught his. 
regarxJ. He was knocking at. the door, of 
one of the huts— a branch of palm-treet 
which he bore in his hand, denoted him 
returning from pilgrimage, and having 
performed his vow* 

Does this clean abode belong to you, 
good Father? faid Ofberne in'a courteous 
tone.— If yet there remain any of a family 
1 once pofJefTed, replied the reverend fage^ 
they dwell here; but an abfence of fifteen 
years, wJiich I have, paffel in. performance 

ofi 
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^T*a difficult vow, leaves me but little hope 
of being welcomed by thofe I loved. Yet^ 
added he, I behold thofe green fleps^ 
which I framed with my own hand, ftill 
trimmed with care. 'Twas I who taught 
that vine, now too old to produce its wonted 
clutters, to twift itfelf through that lattice. 
'Twas I that marked the limits of that 
Jittle garden. 

The good Pilgrim was proceeding in 
'noting every long-loft objedt, while a tear 
frequently trickled over the cockle- (hells 
that ftudded his cloke. Ofberne, with 
emotions of generous fympathy, liftened 
in refpeftful filence, when fteps were heard 
within the cottage. — I will conceal myfelf 
a while, faid the fage.— He had fcarcely 
fpok^n when the door was opened bj si 
youHg man, in homely but neat attire^ 
The Pilgrim, with a courteous obeifauce 
to the Knight, fteppcd a few paces baclc^ 
Ofberne requefted an bourns repc^e in tlx^ 
cotfage for himfelf arid his companion wlxiV^ 
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cruel vow. The Pilgrim now fobbed a* 
loud, and could fcarcely take the cup from 
•the hand of the child^ -ro 

Thy grandfire? faid he to Juftine— and 
is thy father alive ?-^— Ah! no, returned th« 
vine-drefler; he died not long fince; and 
on his death-bed he gently breathed the 
tiame of Colombiere. The Pilgrim could 
no longer refrain.-^My fon< exclaimed he, 
and clafping hrs hands, rofe from hrs featj 
and remained a while filent. Juftine and 
Cecile ftood in fpeechlefa aftonifliment.— 
Yes! Juftine, refumed the Pilgrim, thou 
feeft thy grandfather — returned to a home 
which he had not till now deferved ; but 
my fufferings have expiated. — Juftine in a 
tranfport fell on his knees, while the little 
Pepin, who had been playing with the 
Pakner^s ftaff, ran to kifs the feet of the 
Pilgrim. 0(berne*s tender foul fympa- 
thized in the felicity of the minute, yet 
fearing to prevent, by the prefence x>f 
Sftrangers^ cooununications intertfting ta 

the 
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ilie jbyt'al family, he beckoned to Conftan-^ 
tine, and haflened out of the cottage. A 
fmall porch was framed of a Tude trellis 
Tound the door; here Conftantine, who 
was young and fatigued, fitting down, 
Tell inp a welcome flumber, while Ofbernfe 
'-paced the fummit of the hill in deep me* 
dilation. He caft his eyes round on ihb 
dim expanfe of landfcape, and fighed as 
lie revolved which way to direA his jour*- 
^ey. The neighbouring cottagers were all' 
Cunk in repdfe, and a folemn filence, dif^ 
curbed only by the flutter of the nights- 
raven, reigned on all fides. A dark<5r 
ftretch of (hade ikiited the valley towards 
'the eall; and from the irregularity of its 
outline, it feemed to be formed by a vaft 
aflembl^e of trees. The hint of Cecile^ 
x:oncerning fonie neighbouring foreil, oc- 
t:urred to his memory, ^He flopped and 
gazed earneflly on the fpot. The lowring 
glooms of the night aided furmife, and 
gave Fancy caufe forfufpicion. I have no 
•cejtainty to guide my route, faid the 
VOL. I. I Knight^ 



:% ■,-.. 
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Knight ; I will pafs through that foreft. 
Ofberne was as fearlefs as he was deliber- 
ate ; and no motive fceming to deter the 
intention, he refolved to fulfil it. Thus 
determined he marked the foreft more mi- 
nutely. It appeared to be of almoft im- 
meafurable extent by the tufted tops undu- 
lating in bold (hadow neareft the e5'e, then 
funk into far diflance and blended with the 
dim fkies. 

Intently noting the grand extent of duiky 
(hade, he difcerned where the trees were 
leaft thick, a red light that faded to paler 
gleams among the intervening maffcs of 
indiftind: foliage. He was furprifed, but 
not ftartled ; and this appearance, had he 
not been before determined, would have 
proved a ftrong inducement to explore the 
foreft. 

As he fliU gazed on the light, athoufand 
furmifes f.ole acrofs his mind, when it 

waved 
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waved in a bright fla(h, and inftantly dif- 
appeared. 

Ofberne ftood ftill in the fame attitude, 
when the cottage door opened, and Juftine 
came to feek his gueft.; who, returning to 
the blazing hearth, found the old Pilgi^m 
thus reftored to the arms of his children,, 
weeping his thanks to Heaven. 

The impatient Ofberne rofe from his 
rough couch with the firft glimmering of 
the morning twilight. The Pilgrim foon 
joined the fmall family, and after a few 
minutes of pious devotion, they fharedtjio 
frugal refrefhment. The Knight bade a 
kind adieu to his hofpitable hofts, and re- 
<:eived the benedi(£tion of the venerable 
father. There was fomething in the cir- 
cumftance of this reverend Pilgrim*s ar* 
xival at the cottage— his extraordinary vow 
—•his hint of an expiation, which, had 
not the mind of Ofberne been folely occu-r 
^pied by concerns fo near to his heart as the 
I a fafety 



Safety of Sigefert, would have excited 
curiofity. He neverthelefs begged per- 
miflion to ftfk the good Pilgrim's bleffing, 
when he (hould return to join the troops 
.of the Marefchali and his lequeft was re- 
j)aid by a modcft invitation to refrefh hin>- 
felf at the cottage whenever they pafTed 
that way. 

Conftantinc now prepared the fleeds; 
and Jiiftine being ready to fet forward for 
his morning labour, they again bade fare- 
well to Cecile and her aged gue(L 

Ofberne and Juftine were defcending 
^he turf fteps, while Conftantine waited 
below with the horfes, when the Knight^ 
.gazing towards the eaft, beheld the frown- 
ing crimfon of the dawn (for the mornuig 
was dull and hazy) gleaming behind the 
fummit of die foreft. A mifty obfcurity 
fat on the dark heights of the trees; and he 
jobferved Juftine avoided looking that way. 
^— Have the goodnefs to guide me to that 

foreft. 
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fbreft, faid Ofbenie. The Peafant flatt- 
ed, and. requefted him^ to turn another 
way; but the Knight was determined;' her 
mounted his fteed, anddireded hiscourfe 
towards the foreft. Juftine fighed, and^ 
pointed to a track that- winded obliquely 
through the valley — he followed the Knight 
for fojtne time,- then turned into a cro& 
path, and entered a pltotation of vines.. 

It was fome time before Olberne arrived 
within the precindts of the foreft. He 
alighted from his horfe; and bidding Con- 
ftantine do the fame, they fattened the 
bridles to the ftemof a fapling, and enter- 
ed the intricate domaiiu 
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WbatcVr you are> 

That in this dcfart inacceffible, 

Under the fhade of melancholy boughs^ 

1-^fe and neglc<f> the creeping hours of time ; 

If ever yon have look'd on better days ; ^ 

If ever been vvhtre bells have toll'd to churcji^ 

If ever fat at any good man's feaft ; 

If ever from your eye-lids wip*d a tear. 

And known what *iis to pity, and be pityM 



Sbakesfbake* 

npHEY had not proceeded far among 
thofe confufed and entangled brake^^ 
when the loud hollow blaft of a born 
•echoed through the foreft. .It was fuc- 
ceeded by a violent cradling of the under- 
wood y and a furious wild boar, in whofe 
fide flood the head part of a broken fpear^ 
ruflied forth. The enraged animal darted 
on Conftantine, who was neareft to him ; 
which Olberne inflantly perceiving, grafp- 
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cd his Iword, aiid fprung ofi the favage 
foe. 

As if adhering to thofe Taws which re- 
gulate humaiTi combats, the boar ftill at- 
tacked his firft antagonift, who was bold, 
hut too young to maiatain fo fevere a 
confliA. The knight, in the danger of 
Sigefert'^s favourite, now forgot his own 
peril 'y and, regardlefs of his life, tried to 
turn the vengeance of the creature on him- 
lelf. He placed himfelf behind the ftem 
of a tree, and extending his arm, grafped 
the beam of the fpear that was ftill ereft 
in the fide of the beaft. With one mighty 
effort he drew it forth ; and the anguiftv 
of the wound, thus torn open and rank- 
led by the fpear-head, irritated the animal 
to madnefs. 

Gnafliing his dreadful tulks, he turned 

on the knight, who kept him at bay with 

the point of his fword. Still more frantic ' 

at this contempt of his rage, he tore up 

1 4 the 
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the brambles and grafs, which were dyed: 
in his own thick blood. Ofberne had 
now the advantage, and profiting by the^ 
unavailing anger of his foe, thruft his 
Cword, with collecled ftrength, beneatlv. 
the under tufk. 

Conftantine, whom Ofberne by a fignaL 
lud forbidden to interfere in the fray^ 
now advanced;, and in the warmth ofe 
frolicforae youth, with a triumphant 
flour*t(h, br^ndilbed his CworxJ, and fevePr^ 
ed the head of his fallen foe; making 
himfelf merry with its vaft half-dofed: 
eyes, and the grinning chafm of its jaws*. 

The firfl danger they had encountered^ 
being thus fubdued, they pierced deeper 
iiito the foreft. The (hrill lone of the 
horn again refounded ;^ it drew nearer to. 
the fpot where they now. flood ; it was. 
a fmall thicket of firs ; the ground before 
them, for feverai paces, was rough and^ 
ihaggy* but dejUtute, o£ fpll grown tr^es^, 

iSLlaud. 



TiCt KN'IGHTS. 1/7. 

A' loud brulbing through the diftant fo-* 
llage was now heard, and a troop of hdrfe^ 
men on a rapid gallop, (hot acrofs the 
.open fpace They were armed in coats 
of mail, having boar-fpearsin their hands^ 
and a fliort cuitelax by their fide. The 
device on their fliieldswas^^vaft hunting-*- 
horn fufpendedon a branch of a(h. They/ 
wore for crefts boughs of mulberry treesf 
aaid their furcoats were the fkins of wild 
boars, red deer, and other favage inhabit^- 
ants of the foreft. 

CMberne and Conftantine bfeing corX* 
cealed in the thicket, were not perceived- 
by the foreftersj who pafled fwiftly out of- 
%ht.- 

Determined ' to- explore the deeped re* 
eefles of this Ihady defart, the knight 
proceeded to pierce farther and farther 
into ihe intricate windings, notching with 
his fword the boughs of xhe trees, that the 
X5 per- 
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perplexity of the paths might not prcvenft 

his return* 

Many hours elapfed> and nothing oc-.. 
curring, Ofberne grew impatient of far^ 
dier delay, and was turniag to feek his? 
fteed, when calling his eyes through a 
rude antique vifta of heavy beeches, he^ 
perceived fomething at the extremity that 
wore the appearance of human dwellings* 
He advanced, and proceeding down the 
avenue, obferved, fufpended on. the bare- 
faplefs trunks, bucklers, cafques, lances, ^ 
crofs-bows, tlie fkeleton heads of wild 
boars, and other trophies of the fpoils of 
the hunter. The avenue ended in ai^ 
open fpace of vaft extent. A number gfi 
cabins, formed of rough flakes, were 
arranged in irregular rows. They were 
roofed with boughs of holly, curioufly^ 
interwoven, wiiich gave them an appear-. 
Hnce at once grotefque and fylvan. 
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The ancient trees that inclofed the 
Ipace, fome of them being only withered 
trunks, bare of branches, and only foVu 
ated by climbing plants; others ftretch- 
ing out a lolitary bough, were decorated' 
like the avenue, with arms, and other 
fignals, appropriatedtothe hunter andthe. 
warrior.. 

As the knighr and his companion- were* 
gazing with earneftnefs on thefe. rural' 
abodes, Conftantine keenly obferved, that 
they might here probably find fomepro- 
vifion; Ofberne with quickriefs rejeded 
the idea of taking by ftealth what he 
would only accept as a boon of hofpirality; 
but the opinions of the youth were le(s^ 
ftri6t; and while the knight was remark- 
ing the fmall guidons that were ereftecr 
between the cabins,, and which bore the 
fame device as that on the fiiields of the 
forefters, he ftepped into one of the- 
dwellings which was the mod fpicious, 
ttut' fooii retreated with a look of alarm, 
1.6. faying^' 
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faying he heard founds within, thougW Ke* 
could diftinguifh no one. Ofberne now 
entered the cabin : it was furnifhed. only 
with quivers, fpears, and many parts of 
armour. A quarter of a boar ready 
drefled, which lay on the ground, among 
fome wild forrel and other vegetables^ 
engaged the notice of Conftantine ;. while 
CHberne was carefully examining the car- 
bin, and advancing to the farther end^- 
He here perceiv^ed an- opening: in the 
^ound, down which a few flairs feemed' 
to lead into a cave* Concluding this^ 
recefs might be the receptacle for the 
flores of the fbrefters, he tried -not to* 
defcend,. but flood a few- minutes liflening^, 
at the top. He could plainly hear fleps. 
pacing below; and. imagining it might be* 
fome of the party who had not joined in^ 
the hunting expedition, he retired from- 
the cabins Confbantine fooa following, 
with a pilfered portion of the drefl meat. 

A fecret wifti ta enquire of the foreftr- 
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efs tidings of the friend he fo eagerly 
fotight* prompted Ofberne to Iing(;f in 
tbe forefl till they fliould retorn at night- 
to their habitations i- when he likewife 
intended courteoufly to requeft a fmall- 
(hare of their provifion. He confequently* 
wandered not far from, the vicinity of the- 
cabins. . 

The twilight> that always- reigned ia> 
thofe thick groves, nbw began to deepen- 
into a darker hue, and announced the 
approach of evening. 

The hollow horn again^founded througli^ 
the vaft extent of fhade ^ and the foreft- 
ers appeared advancing up the avenue 
that led to their habitations. Some were 
laden with flain deer j fome with the 
ikins of wolves, which they had flayed- 
to (upply them with furcoats ;. and fome- 
bore the javelins, which they had not found, 
needful to ufe. 

They 
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Tliey alighted befoie the door of the 
greater cabin; and kindling a fire with 
weeds, dried for that purpofe, they 
placed before it the carcafe of a flag* 

Giberne was now going to advance and* 
greet them, when he was deterred by a wi(h 
to fee thofe perfons, whom he had fuppofed* 
to remain in the cabin, come forth* He 
watched a long time, but in vain. The 
foreftcrs now fetching feme flafks of wihe 
from the cabin, began their fupper. One 
of them^ with his fword, llafliing off a 
nice from the (hoiilder of the flag, and 
placing it on a plate of oziers woven, 
tranfverfely, gave it to another, faying, 
Take .this to the youth who calls himfelP 
a knight^ for famine is not the method' 
by which we muft difpatch him. Of- 
b'crne was now chained, by curiofity, to> 
the place of his concealmcntt 

The other foreftier taking the portion: 
of meat, entered the cabin which Of- 
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berne had before examined. H*e was; 
now convinced, that the cave he had! 
obferved was the prifon of fome wretch, 
who had fallen into the hands of this^ 
party. — This buflnefs difplfeafes me, faid* 
another of the troop, as he fysrallowedi. 
with a ftern yet fedate aifj a large morfel; 
of the roafted flag. We difclaim the titte 
of out-law^; and* to fiich alone affairs oP 
this kind belong* We are knights ; our - 
profeffion is arms; and the Duke, by en- 
gaging us to aid' him againft the force- 
of this Englifh chief, pays us proj)er; 
regird.— »». 

It is that, faid he who f poke firft; that 
obKges us to fulfil the command given us^ 
by the knight in- the black vizor$ who- 
penetrated into our foreft a few days ago ; 
for the youth whom we took captive, as 
he chaced the fugitive Bretons, is our 
enemy, if we join the Duke's party., 
Befides, it h our ihtcreft to ferve the Sove- 
reign, under whofe reign we peaceably 

enjoy/ 
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enjoy our llbierty and our independence 
in this foreft ; and we cannot better pleafe 
him than by flopping the career of the 
young Baron de Claire, one who threat-^ 
ens to become a foe muqh to be dreaded.- 

Then it were furely better, rejoined^ 
another, to fend him prifoner to the: 
Duke. No, returned the firft forefter, - 
the Duke is parfimonious, and the re- 
ward offered by the ftrange knight ia- 
ample^ and will be inftantly in ourhands*- 

Dreadful certainty now flaOicd on the 
mind of Ofberne. He had difcovered- 
his friend — his loft Sigefert ;. bilt difcover— 
ed him in the hands of a troop of wild,/, 
tinknightly forefters. Joy that he was 
living, for a few minutes, filled him: with^ 
thankfulnefs;. but how to refcjue him,, 
diftrafted him« 

He clafped his hands in an agony o£^^ 
j^gret, that he had been within a few^ 

pacea^" 



paces of his friead ; had heard his ftep, 
and yet retreated, when he might pofTibly, 
in. the abfence of tJtie troop have delU 
livejed him-. 

Prefence of mind was. the peculiar 
grace of Olherne : he knew that ta ru(h. 
amid fo numerous a band, witli fierce- 
defiance, would not onlybe inconfiderate, 
but unavailing raflbnefs. He determined,; 
therefore, to addrefs them -as knights 
who would fcom to tranfgrefs that honour 
which inviolably binds the votaries o£ 
chivalry. He, therefore, unfheathed his.v 
hegAry faulchion,. and with a firm tm- 
daunted mien, walked towards the circle. 

The party frowned at the intrufion, but ? 
rofe with a kind of (lern-courtefy. 

Valiant Forefters, began Oiberne, you r 
have, captive in. your cabins, a youth to. 
whom I have allied myfelf, by a facred 
vavv,, ia. the order of knighthood. We- 

are. 
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are fworn companions in arms. I come 
to claim from you, as from knights who 
revere the obligations of martial honour^ 
the refloration of your prifoner. A 
chance of war led him into your hands 5, 
but the true warrior fubdues his foe by 
giving him again to liberty and glory,. 

With fteady intrepidity, yet withouf 
the haughtinefs of a threat, he pro- 
nounced tbefe words. The foreflers; 
ga^ed on each other, and continued fi- 
lent. He who had expreffed himfelf 
difpleafed at the treachexy intended againjft 
Sigefert, fpoke firft.. 

You do well. Sir Knight, (aid he, fa 
fuppofing us rul'ed by the dictates of ho- 
i^our. But this affair requires delibera- 
tion : we are the allies of the Duke, and 
this youth is our foe. 

And we are traitors to our caufe, re- 
plied another^ if we releafc him. — A long 
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debate now enlued ; and as fome of the 
forefters feemed bent on retaining their 
captive, the features of Ofberne aflumed 
an expreflion bordering on fiereenefs. 

The forefler whofe difpofition appeared 
more. gently inclined than that of the reft, 
now feemed for a confiderable time loft irx 
deep mufing. Let the affeir, iaid he 
breaking filence, be decided as becomes 
warriors. Let this knight, who demands 
the freedom of his companion, engage in 
combat with any of our party j and if 
he firft unhorfes his antagonift, we will 
reftore the captive ; if he is himfelf dif- 
armed, the youth fhall be fent prifaner of 
war to the Duke, 

Loud fhouts from fome of the forefters 
applauded this idea, while the reft Icowled 
in fullen filence. Ofberne with joy de- 
clared himfelf ready to give the chal- 
lenge J yet trembled, as he faw hung upon 
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thQ might of his own ann the fafiety o& 
his beloved Sigefert. 

The greater number being inclined tot 
favour the propofal of the firfl forefler, 
this method of decifion was at length, 
agreed upon. 

The natural fedatenefs of Ofberne for 
a few minutes^ gave way to agitation;, 
but roufing all his mighty he prepared to 
r^fc^e his friend^ by. the only^ means pre« 
fcntedtohim. 

Bring forth the prifoncr, exclaimed on^ 
of the foreflers, and let him be ^itnefs, 
of the fight. — This was too much for thq 
generous Ofberne ; and though the fight 
of Sigefert would have animated his ar- 
dour, had any animation been wanting, 
yet he could not bear his friend (hould 
ftand in fetters to behold hiihfelf liberatedv 
by one who, though his chofen friendj^- 

was^ 



was fo much his inferior in rank and for- 
tune. His intreaties, therefore, prevented' 
this circumftance, which, for a reafon far 
•different than that which the delicate af- 
•feftion of Ofbernc furmifed, would have 
;pained the bofom of Sigefert, already 
galled by the cruel accident of his capti- 
vity, though he knew not the trea*- 
cherous fnare which had been fpread for 

r 

The combat, was appointed to be 
fought the next morning; and Ofbernc 
was invited to partake the fupper of tlve 
forefters. 

A vacant cabin was allotted for his rc- 
pofe. But tapafs the night near to Sige- 
fert, and not to fee — to converfe with 
him, was a refleftion that robbed him at 
once of flumber and of the joy he would 
otherwife have experienced at having dif- 
^overed the objeft of his fo eager fearch. 

The 
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The morning at length came. Con- 
ftantine was difpatched for the fteeds ; ' 
and Olberne threw down his gauntlet to 
the firft forefter, whofe lenity of dilpo- 
fition had engaged his regard. The 
challenge was accepted, and the fpace 
before the cabins appointed and meafured 
for the lifts. 

The forefter accoutred himfelf in a 
hauberk referved for purpofes of war; 
ftill keeping on his cafque with the leafy 
creft. He chofe a lance from among thofe 
which were fulpended on the trees, of 
equal length with that borne b^ Oft^erne. 

The reft of the forefters ranged them- 
felves round at a proper diftance, to be- 
hold the engagement ; while Conftantine^ 
who fincerely revered the friend of his 
mafter, ftood among the buflies in tremb* 
ling expedation. 

Ofberne, had his own life depended on 

the 
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liie drake of his fpear, would have guided 
its blow with the calm firmnefs of a hero ; 
but the freedom, perhaps the life, of his 
friend depending on the important com- 
bat, ftruck an anxiety to his heart, which 
his fedate foul never before felt, that gave 
41 tremor to his arm.^ 

The fpear of the forefter, with unerr- 
ing aim, ftruck on the cafque of his foe, 
and rocked him in his faddle-feat, while 
that of Ofberne, though driven with 
more might, by the artful jerk of his 
rival's head, fpent its force in air. 

Irritated by this unfortunate circum- 
fiance, the BritiQi knight hurled afide his 
erring fpear, and fought to clofe with his 
fword* The forefter did the fame; and 
the combat grew furious on both fides. 
Ofberne recovering his recolleftion, prac- 
tifed thofe arts of war in which the mar- 
tial difcipline of his education had fo 
well initiated him> and found be had 

muck 
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much the advantage of his antagonift. 
Tl:c blows of the forcfter were aimed with 
tlic fury and rapidify of a hunter purfuing 

Tiis prcv. 
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This favourable circumftance elated the 
' hope of Ofberne ; and with a determined 
Valour, that fcemed refolved on vidtor}^ 
he directed his fkilfal ftrokes. 

The combat himg a long time in doubt*- 
ful balance; when the forefter, irritated 
^hat his might was baffled by the addrefs 
of a ftripling, grafped his heavy f\vord> 
and, as if he had darted to gore a wild 
boar, vaulted on the knight. The fteed^ 
as if he aided the intention of his rider> 
by the jutting out of his head affifted thcr 
ftroke; and Ofbernc — the valiant, the 
•daunilefs Ofberne, lay extended on the 
ground, 

Confufion, keen regret, and a tumult 
i^f ^enfations, that approached to phrenz}^ 

flung 



ftuftg the foul of the fallen knight. 
Though, in fpite of his adclrcfs and cou* 
Tage> fate had thus^ without lault of hi$ 
ovm, decided againft hini^ he experienced 
dn agony like the tortures of fevere «c-^ 
morfe. Had his own glory hung opoft 
the iffue of the conteft, he would have 
rifen from the fields on which' he had 
isMen, with the dignity of one who could 
(ubmit to the ramus chances of war; 
but to have loft by his failure the liberty 
of Sigefert^ tinged his cheek with that 
^me of felf- indignation which, on hit 
own account, Ofberlie could never hav# 
felt* 

The foreftcarS feht forth a fhout of vic-» - 
tory, but it was uttered in. a tone that 
.feemed afraid to infult the vanquiihed. 

Ofberne fobn riiing &om the ground^ ^ 
with a fettled, yet melancholy air recovci:^ 
ing his prefence of mind, . advanced to- . 
wards the forel^erv md fpo'kc as^ foQow^-: . 

you I. « The ' 

■ ' ./■■■ 



The coQ^b^ ,on which you ngrccA Co 
ittipciid the fate of the yoqng knight yoiir 
jpriGMierj liaviojg been thus decided io 
^four of ;Eny MCagoaift, the laws of mauw 
#iii diiciplioe oblijge me to abid< by ic 
But while you ^ietaki one cgyptive, accept 
#oother» who is ju^y your 4wn. I have 
^unbidden penetratied into ^our (bliDMle, 
and iafirinjged n^n that iieclq^on which 
ji^yoiir.glQfEy and your prtvikge. I an 
fkeft&F^ in yoiv hahd^ /e)f4umndered* 

Obfcn^ng his vidorious ri^al^ w^ 
toig^tly jgcnejcofity, fro^im jat this ipeecli^ 
he continued with an ajr itiU more dc^eiv 
^ned. I am your fo?: you »c idie 
^ajUiet qf the Puke jof Bfpa^iff^i md 
^MfButo^rfoc wp meet in combats this ami, 
whatever m^ be ks tnsght, muft dir^ 
Its blows .on you. I am^ befides the cholcA 
friend of S^ S^efint, a faidiiul, a fteady 
adherent of the family De Claire> £f€B 
f^ pofleffion of ^ foe^ unr^sowned as I^ 
jpmy ardd ibneihiiig jC9 thM esvlMion di^ 



iSiikt will feel at liaving in hk fk^wer 
not only the heir of an iUuflrious hmilf^ 
iMit a knight who, in the laft batde be- 
tween the Bretons and their enemies;!, 
proved faimfelf «n antagonii; to bt 
vdreaded. 

Bind naie then, added lie httrfii^awa^ 
liis fliieldy and let me join that fvieiKHn 
iiis bonds, by vrhofe fide I could have 
"wilhed to fight, long as his career of 
^lory had laded* Unite us in fetters, 
and let os togethta: gi;ace the triumph ^ 
<he prooZhDtfltt. 

ConfisjEed murmurs ran through the 
^aflembiyj and the ^ftonous forefter, 
ftleppmg forth, exclaimed. Not we AM 
not a bafe banditti ; we frixe not diofe ^1|q 
iinintetitionalfy cnxet our precinds $ nor 
ihad ife taken oiar prefent primer, had 
vfe not met him in the aft of purfoing 
tmr friends and adlies. Go 1 fight aggdnflr 
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m, youth;; ^nd think not I would, in- 
fult thy ^yalour, when I wifh it better 
fuccef$ ^i^iao this day has affordecL 
When .we meet in the public , field of 
battle, thy arm may obtain the honour 
fortune to-day has beftowed onmine^ 
and I in turn may prefs the ground^ 
beneath the ftroke of thy fword. - Fare- 
welly added he, extending his hand| 
and when thou recnembereil the fofefters. 
con£eis that they are generous fo^ 

Ofl?erne w^s perplexed; the liber^ 
bravery of his rival infpi/ed hin^ witlj 
' refpeft and adjnif ation. 

He took the hand prefcnted to faim^ 
jand greeted the gallant forefter. The 
reft of the troop, who feemed Xo |>iy • 
deference to him. who had juft Ipoken, 
in one voice declared^ Th^t,they woi^d, 
jiot fully the hpriojiir of their order,, by 
feizing as priibner qnc wh(Hn accident an4 

P9f 



iTotr hoftile intention had led into their 
domains. 

The idea of Leofrida— of the youngs 
the lovely -Lepfrida — throWn upon the 
protection of a relation hitherto fcarcely 
acknowledged as fuch, in a ftrange land^ 
with no tried friend to rely on, . now 
darted acrofs the recoUedtion of 0(bernei,'. 

He retained the liberty which he liiight 
not refign, and cafting a look of unutter- 
able anguiOi on the cabin that held in 
fcttcn* his beloved* Sigefcrt, that frieftd 
VHom he had^ failed to refcue,. he ob-- 
twined the word of the whole troop, that 
the life of Sigefert Ihould not J3C endan- 
gered*^ Then bidding them fuch an adiei^ 
as their gallant behaviour demanded, foji* 
lowed by the difconfolate Conftantine,- 
with diftrefled relu(ftance he qyitted the 
fbreft- 



CHAP- 

1 



♦ ^ >l 



erf A p. Xlt. 

«— — - IMr fidka fnend 1 
tioftll^OBBOt Qow rtproach me ? Doft thou iHli|. 
!Mriclbi;dld dtfdain behold tnji loitVing >(word| 
A«4IM my tMrdf hftsd with all th^cttrfei 
Thai mail 4)n broken Ai'ith i 



VtTlTH a Cgh that fecoied to rend in^ 
^'^ fundcr fhe bofom Which, heaved if,. 
CXbcffteptccetd^dctdWiKhe avenue. Ther 
Ad):che(i he had formed in th$ thinks c^ 
^t tree» {0rved to dfreft his wd.y fhrouglw 
the liitffcaclM bf the fereft. Me looked. 
#ti them with diflike— they Were guidut^, 
hitti ^om hisfrknd; and hecould fcarc«r 
l^fbeaf Wiftiug: tbdy might £iil in theit^ 
intended pucpofe^ and leave hitn^ bewil- 
dered iathat labyrinth which was the pri«- 
ibta of Sig(e£ert. CointUntiof lef^agitated^ 



chough diftr^fled at the &te of his ttytttS 
mafter, led the way, and' Oi&rnc rduc-^ 
t^ndy faw himfelf on the outer confines d 
the forefi. He caft a glance on the cot«^ 
tage where li^ had- beeiv fo^ hofpitably te-^ 
ceived) yet delayed to vifit it again^ and 
took the ric)ute^to Clkteto' Fbntoife, At 
thoufand' times he chid his too fleet fteedV' 
a thoufand times he was <m the point of 
returning,, and (h8iii%, b^ force, the ca|>* 
tiVity of his friend* Bur amid the moft 
agitating ^ftrefs, fdber reafon^nevtr qcA^ 
ted the foul of OQxok^ and he ftiU ad« 
vanced on his way*^- 

Tbe fufferings^wliach Sigefert Mbft un«^ 
fkrgo in a iituacion fo gatting to a gaUanf 
feul, elpccially a foul like his^ bold mA 
impadenteven to rafbnefs, dwelt on the 
fimqr of Oibeme with tormenting keen* 
ne^. He painted to himfelf the image of 
€be lofty-minded youth, roufed eteo to 
diftraftion by his goading' fetters^ and 
tearing them from his limbs- with tke wild 
ftrength 9i^ bis frenzy. • 



Left m thefe meditationiSj be contintied 
10 follow the guidance of Conftantine 
llowly, and in afilifted iilence, till the 
image of Leofrida ^^n recuixing to his 
mind, he fpurred his fteed to a quickcf 
pace — ^But to bear to her tidings of hcp 
brother; to tetllher he was a prifoner, was 
to be refigned lo the power of his princely 
foe^ was too much for the lip of Ofberne 
to pronounce. And were fbe to kpiow 
that the means of refcuing him had been 
prefentcd to his chofen companion, how 
muft (be deteft thp feebk friend who& arm 
had thus failed f 

. Towards the dole of the day the hie^ 
kncholy Ofberne beheld the turrets of 
Chateau Por\toife. He flopped*— he lin* 
gered — and aftef much deliberation with 
his own mind, rcfolvcd to difclofe to the 
Lady Editha and Leofiida, that Sigefert 
was in the hands of the enemy, biit to 
qoj^ceal every circiimftance of his own ad- 
yeniure ajc. the foreft. 

He 
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He advanced flowly towards the cha- 
teau; it was a munificent pile of build- 
ings, whofe front angles were lengthened 
by two heavy fquaxe towers. The pen- 
nons^ bearing the device of the Count de 
Pontoife, waved oh the top of the em- 
bat ded parapets in proud magnificence^ 
The lofty front gates were fyppbrted. on 
each fide by a porter's lodge, adorned with 
the fame kind of fret-work that ornament- 
ed the main edifice* 

Oibernt apim>ached, and blew the horp 
which hung by the fide of the gates. A 
porter appeared^ who, on the Knight in- 
«forming him that his bufinefs was with the 
Ladiec de Claire, u(hered him into a court 
gloomy and fpacious. Ofberne gazing 
found, perceived two females walking at 
the fartheft end of the area in eaineit dilf 
courfe. ^ One of theni calling her eyes pa 
the Knight, with an eager bound leaped 
towards him — it wa^ ' Leofrida. Olberne, 
jeacdaimed (he^ breathleft and trembhng, 

where 



•trbenr Is- S%ifert? CMbtmc (hodiierecr^ 
AikF widi a Yfoiat chat tbnstggWd to pro^ 

GradoiA PtmidtaGc bt pm^tdt^<*Mmd: 
Ike jeyiiil damM; but viby comes he fiot 
tt> greet hn aufit^ hi^ fiftef^ ^n^th^wA-- 
iral in this &r had ? GtfberM^ wfay tat. 
thou albht ?— 'Olbdniit ^ould fpiik Aa 
mort; Tke other female, wfio wayymmgy^ 
aad of an afped diat be^K^e fuperior 
caaky with timid courtefy kiiiciicd iKe* 
f nigBt iota the chateau. He entered iw 
filena a large (aloon^ ^decorated o&^ with), 
ftandardt^ lui&s» a&d tafi^ cf wan The^ 
windows were of flaiiied gla6^ ** edfling w 
iimi relighm Ugki* acid&lbt black dMUrMfcr 
-of the ptfrement. 

Leofrida Bere^ with a diiffideace ibMr 
told (he coiild plaee no confidte^iM U«&* 
iihcle^ prefibnted QQ^eme to^lh^ C^dind^ 
Ponfoi4. He ^Mtsf a !)oMeman4)f a iUmi% 
<cuu:om8ion)if tatt^-^fasi afj^ w&$ ft#rrd)i^ 



He wore a furcoat of a deep vidfttf cdN* 
lotir, richly emblazoned with devices, and 
a hehnct without the viior. He greeted 
the Kttight v/ith iwwilBng eotirteCy;; whti 
IPiteortitedthie iklutatit)^ witbadignity whttfk 
fo at onee mAtfttvAitii and uttaiTvrthifig. 

OfbemeAow eagctfy enqmred for tto6 
Lady l^dithri. LeofridS's tc»rs tt)W^ hifrt 
before (he f]()^Ae, that forfte lietr' caldtArrf 
threatened her. Her friend, fier lo<red 
and revered companion,, was drooping ern 
ft bed of ikkne^. &M I Ihatl cht^, I 
(haft rccalf 'her w heaflch, by telling W 
Sigefert i^ living, is fafcy and tihhnjrt--i v 
lidded (he; caifting a look of tendfef folii 
titude on Olbecfife. He tnttied aWdy hii > 
k^^ leCltheteiri^iimftcsledoemyhi^man^ 
Jy cheek (houid betray the captivity of h\% 
friend^ ^ which the licknefs of the Lady* 
J^itha iBade him no(¥ i^olve^ if poffible^ 
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to conceal. He is well— he js not wpiand^ 
ed — faltered Ofberne^s tongue ^ andLeor 
firida bounded ta telL her aunt the good! 
jddingi^ 

The young lady who had invited the 
Knight into the chateau ». was foUowii^ 
her companioQ> when the Count calling 
her back with a rigid atr» &id---Tell your 
brother^ Sybilia, that here is a Knighr 
who fought in the laft battle between, the 
Duke and the Barons;, and that he maf 
karn firom him fome account of the en^^ 
gagement^ 

. Ofbeme^ though diipleafed ac the 
haughtinefs with which the Count fppke^ 
was curious to know whether he was in«^ 
clined to take part in the hoftiltties which 
had now armed nearly all Bretagne^ fo£ 
he had hitherto preferred a iuHen neu-^ 
trality. 
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. A young man, whofe infignia beQ)oke 
Km adva,ncedtathe firftr order of knight=- 
hood, foon appeared, and greeted Of- 
beme witfc an afpedl of confcious fupe- 
riority . The ftiff falate was returned with 
diflant cmiity; and neither fpoke till the 
Count broke filcnce- 

Clovis has long been difluigu.r(be^.Mi 
arms, faid he, but he has taken,no*p6iit in 
the prefent war that difturbs our country J^ 
be willrbe glad,. neverthelefs,.tO'hear fome^ 
particular relation of the. laft. battle.-— 
Ofberncj whofe gentle complacency con- 
defcended to fatisfy a^ouriofity expre0ed in. 
fuch imperious terms^. i^ktcd the- viftory 
gained by the Marefchal's troops with in-* 
terefting exadnefs, placing in. the moft 
confpicuous point of view,, the valour and 
intrepidity: of Sigefert, He remarked- 
with furprife^ and- indignation that the 
Count exulted not in* the glory of his ne« 
phewj and the countenance of Clovis 

plainly 



pdeuiUf indicimd thftt li« wtt je^<Mis of a 
compedcor im tbe carect of hme. 

lAoStidk mnr xftunrmiig/ in£(^med Of* 
Heme that the LoAf Edkha rtquafttd to* 
fte him;. Hb fdHoored lier wkh a d:Hiid 
unjuftly tortured by feif-repioach for hav^ 
ing failed to reftore to her aunt a perfoxx 
mhsfy 6^ mf»ild hwe revived bef (icken-^ 
tng ftaisie. - 

Tkt Mdiky yet i«%ned vidih)^ . xx^ m»* 
ferwm^ j(for the ftdgues and diftfefles of 
Hk craelimfMrifomxieiit at the caftle cf the 
'BbPcm de LJtcy, tsmd her voyage to Bre^ 
ngM) bad fpedl the ttttle remaiatr of her 
firengtb.) was &^pj^ted o»~a low coudk ^ 
When Ofbemeetiseted^ a ku^id (hade of 
deiigbt eroded hcf paUkl features. She 
fiterdied ouc her. hand to weteome tbi 
ftknd 4^ 3igefert«^^Had he acconipafiied 
jtMj iaid (he &bR}y,- 1 coiUd b^re died 
jDyfulfy^ Wkft a heisiafe^ does he not 

fly 



fljrt^ tdnQAti to^ guatd his pMr ui^{my^ - 

ttftedfif&r?- 

*^He heaA of the gttttWiis yo^iich coulcP 
«&t fupport kk ovoto ttpmoft^he tumcdP 
away ; and Ueofrida^ wttn ittrtbdted.hii^' 
irni^tfoii to hii' tbhe6«r ac behofclrtig the- 
Lady^ Editha's !W)j[>defe fitUitktti;. whbfe^ 
tare airtd rt^^mAaflSftioh he fcsid ftir^^ 
with Sigftf^, ^lickiy rtpRedj Oftcrnfe 
afluresf us- he is^ will^^Mifcii net wb&nded-*'- 
why then, (hould we complain ?^ — As (be 
pnwicttnctd tbefe words fhe flMed> fi^h>. 
whicfr was ndt twiqperceited by Ofbertit^^ 
'Sfiro^irtg W fte^itt Im fcmmty^ of ^rdStw 
iKythihg.btit ^ ddicaie tortfcioUlhcfe of fcKi^ 
fclaitiC' cotild have deprived His fotil, hfc 
turned to»the Lady Editha, and tnu Voict 
«f fweet confofcjtioa bade her hope for life, 
**liai>pine{3v A tear toda ltK!)k of rcfig- 
iiaW6rf Wiw iJf !iw^ Lwfrida, wfi6^ 

tftoiight th« «tte, die nciaftntt of Oflbcmfc^ 
fliiig^ h&»t it^a&itdl the moft bopeieis; 

ca»ghfc 



mughc the.&fcinating comfon; and- w^t 
atitstranfient animation.. 

To have bcftowed only a fliortrlived 
•alleviation to the woes of Leofiida would 
have been to Ofberne,. at any other time» 
a tranfpprt of delight ;. but he now wi(hed 
to clofe the painful fcene. Whither are 
you goin^. (aid the Lady Editha?-*To 
neftore your Sig^fert, anfwered he, fpring- 
ing out of the apartment* 

Leofrida followed him, and coloured 
him to reveal where, and in whatfituation 
he had left her brother. You (hall looa 
fee him, returned the diftrefled. Qfberde;. 
fecretly determined, as he fpol^ this^ to. 
refcue his friend, or partake his &te« ^'' 

Elated with this a^raoce^ and obferw 
ing how much her enquiries pained him> 
Leofrida, though perplexed^, aiked no 
more queftions, refUng on his wordm - 
« you Ihall foon fee him.** 

Olbeme 



Ofbeme now in hafte prepared to de-^ 
part, and entered the faloon to bid adieu 
to the Gount and his fon. The animated, 
though reipeftful regard of Clovis towards 
Leofrida, could not efcape the keenneft of 
a lover^s eye, Oflberne,^^ thougb he deemed 
it almoft treacherjrto cheri(h expcftanCe of 
happlnefs, found another pang - addieid * to 
his forrows. To deliver Sigefert ; to fig- 
nalize himfelf in the field of glory,' ahd , 
acquire die higheft honours of knighthood^ 
were now the fofe objefts that filled War 
mind. Clovis, in his turn, obferv^ wk^ 
difdain the frank courtefy with which Leo- 
frida treated her brother's companion in , 
arms. He darted loo^s c^ indignant fconir 
on the brave youth, which were returned 
with filent yet expreffive reproof. '■ - 

Ofberne, as he mounted his fteed, bade 

a ftiort farewell to JLeofirida, pronouncing 

the^name of S^efert as he bowed hrs 

' head ; then ftretching out his hand to his 

old and faithful friend,, the good Morti- . 

mei^ 



ai0 Tuffc. mi»raHv«&^ 

fser, he iuftily ro^ from tfair cEateatfy. 

flawed by Con&mtine., 

RcvolviAg OK fbe meft e^^cacious aind^ 
prudent pieaM to perform the defigx^ near- 
$& to hkf li4^Ft5 he 4eiermined to codIuIt 
vith th< Mait{chal» wbofe aflfedion foP 
Sigelbn^ M weU.4i bit: mterefi, would m-^ 
ftigjsM him to iJtGover a warrior already fi> 
di^guiSied m hisf army« Accordbglyt 
he bcBt hi# way towards the fpot where he 
liiiew the BmUh mo^ would by this mn^ 
iepitched* 

Leoiiida^ in ihme mcafiife coafokd bf^ 
itiU fiiort vifit of Ofimtie^ though ftiU vaa^ 
€ert^A of the real fituatioo of her brotbCT^ 
BOW devQted hefv whote care to the Lady 
Editha, whoevery day fickened more aiK^ 
mcne.. The gtfitle Sybiila^ in wholly pleaf^ 
ing fociecy tKe unfortunate exiles fouad ar> 
i^aluatde^ cooTolatioBv ai&fted ia the kind 

officei 



^ct$ dbe ta the fide. But the fburce of 
Hfe was near iti laft ebb^ and in a few days 
ifae food afie£ti»i of Loofrida wai coo^ 
ftrained to reiign the^fMit hope that bad 
liitherto fiippoited: hen Thae woe^ the 
moft ferene of all the affembli^e of bumaft^ 
£»rmwi^ now ttoeatentd la embitter her 
other griefs. The fanguine, the ardeivt 
Leofrida dfooped beneath the fufpended. 
Mow. Ste^y and itfigned in the lad 
icene of a tiamukuotis &&». the Lady £di*- 
tha ferenely ^waited tbe penbd of it, aiulf 
calling Leofirida toher fide^ thus bellowed 
kw &ial» advice >-« 

We^ ii«e^nt]i beloved ehiM, fhaftfi^^ 
:if«» which I haw fd Utbl^ i^ovittdtj ktt 
iMrar their dofei ifad V through thie 
whole feiies of my fbveee mitfortunei^/ ftil- 
tained an ecpil' jfer^fende, 1 (hould'bave:: 
felt exuhation where I now only fed irefig- 
jliation^ Take my lail, my fondeft bkiT- 
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ing, tbou moil ddliuate and moft de^ 
ferving, — and take at the (ame time a lefi- 
fon di6hited by fatal experience. . Thy 
fufferings have hitherto been great ; great 
indeed for a young and tender mind. She 
iighed — Leofirida kneeled by her fide, and: 
clafped her hand<in fgcechlefs attentfoo*. 
She proceeded. 

When -the light fpirits exhilarate thfer 
foul and brace its fenfations, itS' natundi 
.energy fpurns the burden of affliftion;— 
hxu when. repeatid*iicirrow»;;iuiftrii^ thac^ 
healthy frame of mind,.- thm.is; the* exer^ 
tion of the underftanding to be called in#- 
:Shiin,.my d^ar child^. as your deadlieft 
enemy, . dejeftionf ofc mind!. When the 
languid heart is !we»ry of forrow,.*and ai- 
.moft fickens evejpi, at joy,— to fgftain, to 
invigorate it by .folate meditation, and keep 
At eqvially difpofed to perform its allotted 
taik in all the changeful moods of the huj- 

mao: 
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man faculties, is real, is heroic merits- 
Adieu, my Leofrida ! continued fhe — I 
now go to that ftateof exiftence where the 
frail will (hall not war with its own per- 
verfenefs, but (hall find itfelf endowed 
with unlimited felf-authority; and to he 
good^ will no longer be a taik, but the 
natural confequence of its purified na- 
ture^ 

Adieu 1 once more. — Maintain an e- 
qual, a ferene dominion over all the ad« 
verfe inclinations that perplex good inten- 
tion-— on this, on this alone — not on the 
fortitude of a few inftances-r-not when you 
are in the bulnpur to, be heroic, but when 
the exertion is painful, and made from a 
deep fenfe of duty-^n this depends the 
firft felicity of mortals, a tranquil — nay a 
|:>lifsful de^th. 

Wearied 



tn4 THE iXVtOllTf* 

Weaifed naiure was new orc r pom&iA 
hy the (tealing advances of diflbkition^T*- 
tbe lad words faltered ort her lipe^#-fliit 
igrafped the liaod of Leoffida^ and f»^ 
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